CHAPTER
3
A NON-DISPENSATIONALIST INTERPRETS NEW TESTAMENT VERSES FROM AN OLD TESTAMENT PERSPECTIVE

    Someone who interprets New Testament verses from the Old Testament can be called a non-dispensationalist. When a message is presented on any topic, verses from the Old Testament are used to establish a foundation for interpreting verses that address the same topic in the New Testament. Conversely, a dispensationalist refers to someone who believes that human history is made up of consecutive eras which reflect God’s will, plan, and purpose for the believers living at that time, and verses are used that pertain to the dispensation that is addressed when a message is brought forth. 

   For the New Testament saint, verses that are from the Church Age, the age that we currently live in, are used to formulate a view on any particular topic. These would be verses taken from the Book of Acts, the Epistles, the Book of Revelation, and the Gospels. Sometimes verses could be taken from the Age of Christ’s Incarnation (Gospels) and used to support a topical view that is addressed in the Church Age as long as it was clear that these verses were written for that time period. 

   A dispensationalist believes that human history is divided into seven dispensations.
0. The Age of the Gentiles: a period of time from Adam and Eve to the Exodus of the Jews from Egypt under Moses.
0. The Age of Israel: from the Exodus of the Jews from Egypt under Moses to the birth of Jesus Christ.
0. The Age of the Hypostatic Union: from the birth of Christ to the Day of Pentecost.
0. The Church Age: from the day of Pentecost to the rapture of the church.
0. The Age of Tribulation: from the rapture of the church to Christ’s Second Coming (return to earth).
0. The Millennial Age: from Christ’s return to earth to the end of his 1000 year reign. 
0. The Eternal State: eternity.

   Where does the idea of dispensations come from? It’s from Acts 1:6-7. Jesus was with the apostles following his resurrection during the 40-day period when he appeared on earth in his glorified body before ascending into heaven. They asked him when Israel would be restored to self-rule as a united sovereign nation.

6 When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel?

Jesus said that it is not for them to know when this will occur. 

7 And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power.

   The word “times” can regard time as a succession of events, one following the other in chronological order7. The word “seasons” can denote an era, a system of order of chronology, a period of time characterized by a distinctive development. This noun is frequently used for the organization of historical events in their dispensational categories8. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Hopefully, this provides a better understanding about where the words dispensational, non-dispensational, dispensationalist, and non-dispensationalist originate and what they mean. We will look next at the leadership model, which I am calling the tested leadership model to formulate characteristics or perspectives using scriptures from the book of Acts, the Epistles, the book of Revelation, and in some limited cases, verses from the Gospels. Will the characteristics that are generated from the tested leadership model be the same or different from those generated from the mandated leadership model?  Let’s see.

