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     Deep in the mountains of Afghanistan, a group of radical extremists (later to be known as the Taliban) gathered around their tall, bearded leader for another important meeting to finalize the details of a plan to eventually bring the world to a shocking new realization of all that such a ragtag group of fanatical, determined, and well-trained evil terrorists could accomplish.
     They had been up to their nasty games as far back as 1983, when the terrorists began with a horrific attack on American troops in Beirut, killing over 200 U.S. Marines. Another attack, this time on American soil took place in 1993, when a bomb was placed in the basement of the World Trade Center. When were we going to wake up? As time went by, terrorist groups kept spreading throughout the Middle East, growing stronger in the shadows of Saddam Hessian and Desert Storm. Innocent people continued to be murdered around the world.
     An intricate network of radical Islamic terrorists, to be known as Al-Qaeda (translated as “the base”) was being created. They were low tech and stayed under the radar, yet they continued to be a deadly organization, even more so because they used a minimum amount of cell phones or computers that could be traced and lead authorities to them. They were almost invisible. Like tiny spiders spinning their webs, the evil terrorist were spreading out and infiltrating, working toward their ultimate battle, when Jihad (Holy War) would begin against the so called “infidels” of the world. 
     Back in the USA, the intelligence community was just beginning to analyze some of the recent terrorist attacks. They took a look at the explosion in the basement of the World Trade Center, but for some reason, so many isolated attacks around the world were never fully realized by our president and his military commanders as a direct threat to our national security—at least not until it was too late.
     History was doomed to repeat itself, and there was a high price to pay for negligence, naïveté, and tolerance. The purely evil intent of the terrorists was difficult to even imagine. Our opportunity to stop them had been missed, our chance at victory overlooked. The evil spiders were moving among us…





