Stella was a very pretty Starfish as Starfish go.
When she smiled it created a dimple in her chin.
Stella had one problem.
It was a big problem!
Stella couldn't swim!
Whoever heard of a Starfish that couldn't swim?
No one!
Certainly not anyone in the town of Fishburg, where Stella lived.
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Stella lived in a split-level sea shell with her Mama, Papa, and older brother Stevie Starfish, who were all excellent swimmers.
Stella had many neighbors.
There was Sammy Salmon, Mary Mackerel, Stewie Sturgeon, Philly Flounder and Gilda Goldfish.
Stella was the only fish under the sea who could not swim!
Stella walked!
She walked to school and she walked to stores.
That's right, Stella walked everywhere!
What was even more amazing!
Stella occasionally did cartwheels!
That's right, CARTWHEELS!
Have you ever seen a Starfish do a cartwheel? It's a very funny sight.
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Her friends swam circles around her, but Stella never learned to swim.
It's not that she didn't try.
She tried very hard to swim, she just couldn't.
She would flap her arms frantically---all five of them.
She tried desperately to swim, but she would just sink to the bottom.
Stella was very sad.
She was sad because she couldn't swim to school with her friends and she couldn't swim home with them.
She wasn't able to play sea-games with her friends and they wouldn't play regular games with her, such as skip rope and baseball.
