	I SAY A PRAYER FOR ME:
One Woman's Life of Faith and Triumph
 
Introduction 

First, allow me to introduce myself. I was that family member, co-worker, stranger on the street, or friend of a friend that once was the epitome of love, promise, and joy who slowly, over time, began to get lost in the degrading world of drug addiction and alcoholism. I was the person whose family, friends, and employers cried at the thought of the person I had been and the unrecognizable person I became-an addict hopelessly lost to heroin. A lonely, desperate, moral-less, and bitter woman hell-bent on self-destruction.
And you were the person who took a moment out of your precious day to pray for me, say a kind word, or encourage me to lift myself out of the pit and press forward. You were the person who gave me the money to buy a cup of coffee to get the chill off my life. You donated the clothes, furniture, and food that found their way to my first apartment after I got out of the addiction treatment center. You helped me find a job and take my first steps on the path of my brand-new independent life.
You sent donation to one of the many charities that helped me get up on my feet. You could even have sent a donation to the television program I watched eighteen years ago that changed my physical life and eternal destiny. You could even be one of the countless people who told me that God had a plan for my life and that I mattered.
You shared with me the story about the Jewish boy who, although he had used up his inheritance and ended up eating with the pigs, went home to ask his father's forgiveness. His father saw him coming up the road toward the house, dropped everything, and ran to meet him. He threw his arms around his son, welcomed him home, prepared the finest meal, gave him his finest robe and ring, and thanked God for his son's return.
I am that family member, co-worker, stranger on the street, or friend of a friend who finally came home.
This book is my small attempt to say thank you for myself and others like me. It is also about sharing what I have learned during the past eighteen years since I have come home. I truly don't believe that it has been all about me or just for me that I have had the experiences that are rebuilding my life. It's said "to whom much is given, much is expected." I have been given so much, I feel I have a responsibility to share the wealth that God and others have shared with me along the way.
This book is a way of walking out my faith that God will give me everything I need to live my daily life in victory. Allowing me to write and send this book out into the world is God's gift to me and you. I believe He wants to remind us that what he does for one He will do for another and that He is the same yesterday, today and forever.
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