Black Shuck
England

Is this the skeleton of legendary devil dog Black Shuck who terrorised 16th century East Anglia? Folklore tells of SEVEN FOOT hell hound with flaming eyes. (Headline, The Daily Mail, 16 May 2014)

Archaeologists found the skeleton of a dog alternately described in the Mail article as 7ft tall and 7ft long and weighing 200 pounds. “It was discovered a few miles from two churches where Black Shuck is said to have killed worshippers during an almighty thunderstorm in August 1577. What’s more, it appears to have been buried in a shallow grave at precisely the same time as Shuck is said to have been on the loose, primarily around Suffolk and the East Anglia region.”

The following is paraphrased and distilled from A straunge and terrible wunder wrought very late in the parish church of Bongay ..., a pamphlet published by Abraham Fleming in 1577.

On Sunday 4 August 1577, “to the amazing and singular astonishment of the present beholders and absent hearers, at a certain town called Bongay [Bungay], not past ten miles distant from the city of Norwich, there fell from heaven an exceeding great and terrible tempest, sudden and violent,” with thunder and lightning at nine in the morning. The congregation in the parish church were “in a manner robbed of their right wits” because of the roaring and violence of the storm.
Suddenly, in the midst of the tumult, a black dog appeared in the church. It ran down the aisle and, passing between two people kneeling in prayer, “wrung the necks of them both at one instant clean backward.” It gave a man “such a grip on the back, that therewithall he was presently drawn together and shrunk up, as if it were a piece of leather scorched in a hot fire.” The man apparently survived miraculously. The marks of the beast’s claws remain on the stones and the door as testament to the veracity of the report.
On the same day in the town of Blibery (Blythburgh), twelve miles from Bongay, the same creature entered a church and “slew two men and a lad and burned the hand of another person.”

The story is referenced in the song “Black Shuck” on The Darkness’s 2003 album Permission to Land and in a local rhyme.

All down the church in the midst of fire,
the hellish monster flew,
and, passing onward to the quire,
he many people slew.

The image of a black dog features in Bungay’s coat of arms, and their football team is called the Black Dogs.
Reports of Black Shuck’s death centuries ago seem to be premature. An American airman stationed at an East Anglia RAF base reported recently that when he was on guard duty alone one night, he encountered a large dark dog with red eyes in a locked hanger. The Yare Valley in Norfolk is reputed to be one of Black Shuck’s haunts. It is described as a “huge, uncanny dog” the size of a horse and smelling of sulphur.
 
