Chapter 2
CALL TO ACTION

In Washington, the President finished talking with the new Iraqi Prime Minister. He was happy to learn they were preparing to launch a concerted effort with the U.S. military, to defeat the growing threat of ISIS. 
The President realized that the time was now, before something went wrong. He called for an immediate meeting with the Joint Chiefs of Staff and the Secretaries of Defense and State. With everyone finally seated in the Oval Office, the President looked at his friends and colleagues. 
“Something must be done about the untenable situation in Iraq and Syria. These ISIS criminals need to be stopped before it gets completely out of control.” The President sipped his coffee and continued, “I just got off the phone with the Iraqi Prime Minister. He is organizing his army along with Kurdish troops; they will be ready to work out a plan to take the fight to ISIS. Our first objective is to secure and reinforce the Al Assad and Q-West Airbases.”
One of the generals, Joint Chairman, and 4 Star General Robert Jacio, a decorated veteran of Desert Storm, stood up. “Yes, sir, Mr. President.” He looked at his fellow officers. “We have discussed this matter and strongly agree something needs to be done. We have been working on some initial planning, but there is a lot to do to make this happen, sir.”
The President stood up from behind his desk and smiled at all the top brass. “That’s why I have you guys here, and I will leave you men to what you do best. I expect to see the full report on the mission details as soon as you have it ready.” 
He paused a moment, looking at his friend, the Defense Secretary. “Just a reminder, we need to keep security on this plan as tight as possible.”
The Defense Secretary nodded and thought, and now the noose is around my neck! I need to keep things going, to keep the President happy. 
With that said, the meeting was ended and handshakes went around the table. There would be a series of meetings at the White House and the Pentagon to get things started, but at least now the wheels were in motion.
*

Over time, the approved plan of action to counter ISIS was starting to become a reality. The “Inherent Resolve” campaign was getting underway, with the help of the Iraqi Army and coalition forces that were deployed in Iraq and Syria. The boots were back on the ground and the rolling thunder was in the air. It would be a tough fight, against a determined enemy who knew the terrain well. 
The Al Assad and Q-West Airbases in Iraq were the chosen places to rally from and take back Mosul from ISIS control. The surrounding areas were beginning to be reinforced, and the air and ground troops began building up. The fight against the evil terrorists—the fight to protect the innocent of the world and the freedom many of us enjoy today—was underway once more. 
Unfortunately, freedom is not free. War comes at a cost to those who make the ultimate sacrifice.
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