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They both watched their daughter as she fiddled around the house, cleaning, doing laundry, etc. 
Their spirits shared time with both daughters, and of course, their favorite vacation spots.
It wasn’t easy seeing them so unhappy. Sandy was working through the mourning period better than her sister. But, then again, Sandy wasn’t saddled with regrets and guilt.
“I wish they’d talk to each other.”
“Who? Sandy and Jake, or Sandy and Cathy?”
She chuckled, “Both, I guess.”
“Can’t do much about it, honey.”
“Well, at least, we can help Sandy.”
Sandy’s father put his hand out, “The trick with Jake’s aftershave was impressive.”
“I thought so.”
“I wonder why she never threw the bottle away.”
“Really, dear?”
“I just want them to be happy.”
“Can’t argue with you there.”
“We mustn’t meddle.” He put his arm around her. “Let’s go to the Bahamas for Valentine’s Day. We can check back in a few days.”
She frowned, “But…we can nudge.”
He grinned, “That we can.”

∞    ∞     ∞

Sandy noticed the pictures on the walls and the one of her and Jake on the end table were askew again. Straightening them out, she smiled at the warm memories. For some odd reason they keep getting knocked over and moved somehow.
So weird.
Sandy took a deep breath and thought of Jake. She shook her head. Sometimes she could smell his aftershave. He’d never been in the new house. 
She shrugged it off. Perhaps it was her memories playing tricks on her.
The cold, winter-blue suburban sky reflected off the walls of the house. Sandy missed rural living and wished she’d gone with her initial instinct and stayed in the country. Her sister, Cathy, talked her into moving into town to be around people. 
She fixed her mop of hair, pulling it up and clasping it so it’d stop falling in her face. 
When she was home, memories always seemed to wiggle their way into her conscious thoughts. Some good. Some, well, not-so-good.
Sandy missed her sister and her parents. No relatives lived near and she was pretty much on her own. 
Cathy tended to try and run her life, and when the word ‘no’ crept in, she’d disappear and not answer her phone for a few weeks.
As far as her sister was concerned, Cathy’s way was the only way. It’d been like that for as long as Sandy could remember. Most of the time, she’d let her sister have her way. It was easier and well, it was petty things Cathy wanted to control. Most of the time Sandy just didn’t care. 
Once in a while, she’d stand her ground and, of course, life was unpleasant for a while. 
That ugly word no would seriously get in the way.
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