Realms of Deception Excerpt

Lizette waited for Keoni in the restaurant downstairs. She was drawing the floor plans of her two, favorite rentals she’d seen that day. 
“You an interior designer?” 
She looked at the guy sitting at the table next to her. She’d been so involved with what she was doing Lizette hadn’t realized he’d sat next to her. 
“Me?” She shook her head. “No. I’m taking notes on how I prefer to set up my home.”
“Ah, good for you. My wife and I never built a house, although she’d mentioned it a couple of times.”
The man assumed she was building a new home. Lizette chose not to correct him. 
“You visiting someone here?”
She leaned back. 
His wife came over to the table and smiled at the two of them. “Ready?”
He stood and cupped his wife’s back. “Good luck with the house.”
“Thank you.”
Keoni entered and sat across from her. “What house? Have you found something? Did you still want to look at mine?”
She laughed. “No. He was being friendly but I wasn’t about to give up too much information.”
“Cautious little thing, aren’t you?”
She frowned. “It goes with the territory–my job, a single woman, alone, in a town where she doesn’t know anyone.”
“I guess I can understand that.”
She pointed at him. “I don’t work out. My arms aren’t built like a bodybuilder. I’m all of five feet tall, and I’m far from intimidating. You, on the other hand, can walk down a dark, deserted alley without a bit of concern.”
He chuckled. “Point taken. If you’re ready, we can take my truck.”
She hesitated. She probably shouldn’t tell him she has a brown belt in kickboxing.
“Or, we can go in your car…”
She was being unreasonably skittish. The need to feel control over her life had been overpowering lately. 
For too many years, she’d bent to everyone’s wishes. Lizette always did things their way, when they wanted, how they wanted. She was a people pleaser, constantly trying to keep everyone happy. 
Now she knew, sometimes a person had to take control and do what they wanted.
He knocked on the table. “Lizette?”
“Oh, sorry. I’d prefer to follow you in my car.”
Keoni shrugged his shoulder. “As you wish. Let’s go.”
Lizette jumped up. “Sorry. I’m just–”
He opened the door for her. “It’s okay. I’m not offended. You have to do what’s comfortable for you. I know you can trust me. In time, you’ll know it, too.”
She followed his truck and checked the neighborhood when he turned in toward the house. Most of the houses in the area looked like they were on half and one-acre lots, built in the ‘40s. Some a little earlier. It was a nice established neighborhood. 
She smiled. There was no homeowner association here.
Keoni pulled in front of a two-story house, maybe built in the early 1900s. The driveway was blocked. It appeared to have new blacktop. The house needed a good coat of paint on the outside and some TLC with the lawn and what looked like a neglected garden.
Two houses down, there was a group of kids playing basketball out front. The lady across the street had pushed the curtains aside to peek at the new arrivals in front of Keoni’s house. Another neighbor was watering his lawn and waved. 
Lizette took it all in and decided it was a good sign.
There were no bars on the windows of the houses that she could see. Most of the homes had landscaped lawns. There were only a few that looked neglected and unkempt. 
Rentals. 
She wondered if he was going to fix up the yard.
He opened her car door. “As you can see, it’s a work in progress. 
She entered the small foyer and took a deep breath. “Wow.”
The refurbished hardwood floors glistened. The crown molding was beautiful: marble fireplace, double-hung and double-paned windows…
She walked around and made her way toward the completely updated kitchen. As she turned into the formal dining room, she could see he hadn’t started on it yet. 
She opened the door leading to the basement. “Is the utility room in the basement area?”
He was very close behind her. Her nostrils flared, her heart raced, and she closed her eyes for a second. Gees, he smelled so top-tier good. 
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