CHAPTER 6

Missing Grace in Pursuit of Perfection

Beloved reader, can you imagine meeting someone who has been to England and, instead of
speaking about the country's splendors, comes back talking about a mouse under the Queen's chair?
The fact is, “There will always be fault finders in a church body.” The perfect church without fault or
blame will not be found in a fallen world with imperfect people. Does not the word of God teach that we
are being renewed day by day?

It's important to remember that imperfections in a church community are a part of our shared
human experience. They remind us that we all need God's grace and forgiveness and create
opportunities for us to grow in understanding and compassion toward one another. New converts should
be instructed to find a good Bible-believing church and attend meetings as often as possible. This will
give them the support and encouragement to navigate their newfound faith. Recognizing that everyone
has flaws and makes mistakes is fundamental to being human.

This realization and understanding help us develop self-compassion and encourage acceptance
of our shared humanity. Embracing this reality allows individuals to extend grace to themselves,
especially when they fall short of their expectations or face setbacks. The relentless pursuit of perfection
can take a significant toll on mental health, often leading to anxiety, depression, and burnout.

When people set impossibly high standards for themselves, they may feel inadequate or
unworthy if they fail to meet those benchmarks. This self-criticism can create a cycle of negative
thinking, where individuals become trapped in their perceived shortcomings, further exacerbating
feelings of worthlessness. Grace is essential to building and maintaining healthy relationships.

When individuals become fixated on unattainable perfection, they may develop a critical or judgmental
attitude toward others. We need each other to face life’s many challenges, and new converts, especially
those seeking to enter the ministry, should be instructed to sit under and follow the church's teaching
for a few years. They should ask the pastor for things to do that will please him.

To grow in our faith, we must continue to set aside a specific time to be in solitude with God.
Your pastor or spiritual leader will look forward to meeting you and showing you things that may affect
you or a family member. God wants us to come to him broken in spirit and confess our sins to him, who
will forgive and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Did you know that if we try to cover up our sins and continue them, God will expose and
embarrass us? He loves us too much to leave us to our demise because he would rather have us
embarrassed than lose us to Satan. God's willingness to forgive is unconditional, and when we repent, he
chooses not to hold our wrongdoings against us.



When we sincerely repent, God grants us grace and mercy, allowing us to seek redemption and
begin anew. His word tells us that He is married to the backslider, which means he is committed to those
who stray away. God invites those who have strayed away from their faith to acknowledge their missteps
and to repent. He encourages them to reflect on their initial commitment and to recommit themselves
to their original actions and values that once defined their spiritual journey.

Our God is loving and willing to forgive, and even the Lord Jesus instructed his disciples to
forgive others for their trespasses seventy times seven a day. Do you think the Lord would ask us to do
something he is unwilling to do himself? Humility is crucial in our spiritual growth because it allows us to
recognize our limitations and constant need for God's guidance and assistance. James 4:6 declares, "God
opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble." When we humbly approach God, acknowledging our
dependence on Him, we open ourselves to receiving His abundant grace and blessings.

God's grace is crucial to our spiritual journey, and it is through His grace that we are forgiven,
changed, and empowered to live a life that pleases Him. God promised never to leave and always to be
with us until the world's end. No matter what troubles we face, such as heartaches or sorrows, there is a
purpose behind it. We can be sure that God is always at work behind the scenes, orchestrating events to
align with His divine plan and purpose. Even when we may not see it, His hand is at work, guiding and
shaping the course of events to bring about His intended outcomes.

As we commit ourselves to these truths, we become more grounded in our faith, seeking to live
out our beliefs with purpose and conviction. Our lives become vessels for positive change, allowing us to
actively contribute meaningfully to the world. When devoid of grace, the relentless pursuing perfection
can have significant negative consequences when devoid of grace. Striving for an unattainable ideal can
lead to strained relationships, as individuals may become overly critical of themselves and others. This
harsh self-judgment can contribute to a decline in mental health, resulting in anxiety, depression, and a
pervasive sense of failure.

In conclusion, | wish to highlight the importance of grace in our journey. We create a nurturing
environment supporting new believers when we open our hearts to receive grace and extend it to those
around us. This shift in mindset enables us to focus on progress rather than perfection, recognizing that
growth occurs in various forms and at different paces. By fostering this culture of grace, we enrich our
spiritual lives and encourage others to thrive and flourish in the Kingdom of God.



