Chapter 1 
Back in 1891
Ruby the Red Dream Train sat in her berth in the Castle of Imagination’s shed thinking of all that had happened to her. It had been nearly six years since she and her friends had been magickly transformed into talking trains that delivered dreams to the children of the world every night, and still, it felt like just yesterday that she had seen the Angel Gabriel himself descending from the clouds overhead. 
The six of them had been trapped in a scrapyard for days by an avalanche and were all starving. Though what they’d mostly been thinking of was their families. Before Gabriel had appeared that night, Ruby (or Crystal as she’d been known in human form) had been unable to get her younger sister’s face out of her mind. 
Little Lucy, who was five years younger than Crystal, often had the worst nightmares. Which was why Crystal and her friends had set off to try to spread hope across the towns around where they lived. In 1880s Colorado, not many people would talk to a group solely comprised of girls. Especially if one of them was a Negro and another one was Chinese. But there were many people whose children had similar problems to Lucy’s, and they were all too ready to listen to what Crystal and her friends had to say. 
Anyway, once they had been transformed into the Rainbow Dream Trains they had set off for their new home in the Castle of Imagination and spent the next few weeks learning how to do their jobs perfectly. Aside from having actual living souls inside them, the Rainbow Dream Trains had something no other steam engine did: Steam-powered catapults that threw balls of light at nightmares and turned them good were mounted on either side of each of their boilers. Gabriel had told them that they couldn’t go out with dreams until they had mastered the catapults. 
When they finally had gone out with their first dream loads on Christmas Eve, 1885, it had been one of the best nights of their life. Ruby had found little Lucy sitting on her front step staring at her feet. Hovering over her was a dark cloud of what Ruby knew as fear. 
“You won’t hurt my sister any more!” Ruby had hissed. With that, her catapult had launched a ball of red light that hit the dark cloud right at its heart. The whole thing instantly exploded in a blinding flash. When a stunned Lucy had looked up and saw the bright red steam engine puffing right up her street, she had leapt backwards in surprise. 
“Lucy, don’t be afraid. It’s me,” Ruby had said. 
Lucy had looked closer and after a moment, recognised her sister. “Crystal?” 
“Yes. Although, my name is now Ruby.” After a lot of awkward hugging and joyous tears, Ruby had asked “Do you want to go for quick ride?” 
Lucy nodded vigorously, and ever since then, every time Ruby left early enough, she would stop to pick up her sister, and take her with her for part of her trip. It was always so rewarding to do that, but every time she dropped Lucy off back at her home after the ride, her sister always asked her “Can’t I go live with you?” 
Ruby always sighed and answered “No, but I’ll see you again when I get the chance.” To tell the truth, Ruby hated saying no to Lucy over and over again, but her heart told her that since their parents had already lost her, she couldn’t take their only other child away from them. 
Now Lucy was on Ruby’s mind again. Over the last few months, though her sister still clearly loved riding on Ruby, she could tell that something was troubling her. When she had first asked “Can’t I go live with you?” she’d said it with a dreamy look in her eyes. But recently, that look had diminished, and even though she kept asking that question, Ruby had the feeling that it might not be good for her to keep doing so. 
At that moment however, Ruby heard Violet’s voice. “Hey Ruby, are you coming to give us our instructions or what?” 
“I’ll be right there,” Ruby called out. She sighed and started up. Human sister or not, I have my other sisters to take care of, she thought sadly. 
*   *   *
A few minutes later, Ruby stood in the entrance hall surrounded by the other Rainbow Dream Trains. It was getting close to Halloween, one of their busiest times of the year and Ginger, Emma, Olive, Julia and Violet were all waiting on Ruby to give them their assignments for the upcoming season. 
“Alright everyone here’s how we’re going to do this. Emma and Julia, you will take most of Africa and western Europe. If this Spirit of the Wild thing is indeed inside us, he should be strongest there, so maybe you can get in touch with him and find out what he wants with us. Ginger Olive and Violet, you’ll be delivering dreams to South America and Asia. I’ll take North America. Is everyone clear on that?” The Rainbow Dream Trains all nodded. “Then let’s get to work!” 
Four of the other engines puffed away. Emma however did not. Ruby took one look at the Yellow Dream Trains’ face and felt her heart sink. But she tried to act natural about it. “Is there something you want to ask?” she said. 
“Yes,” said Emma. “Why did you give yourself the shortest route for the Halloween season? Is it about Lucy, per chance?” 
Ruby hesitated. Well, she finally thought, I’m going to have to tell someone about it, and Emma is my best friend so who better?” 
“Yes, it is,” she said. “Lucy hasn’t been quite herself these last few months.” 
“Well, didn’t she just turn thirteen?” asked Emma. “Maybe she’d just going through a growing pain like most teenagers do.” 
“Maybe,” said Ruby. But she wasn’t really convinced that that was the entire reason for Lucy’s recent behaviour. 
“Look,” said Emma. “Why don’t you ask Lucy if something’s wrong next time you see her? Sometimes all a distressed family member needs is a little talk.” 
Ruby found that she thought that might be a good idea, but there was something else that was nagging at the back of her mind: She knew that after whatever she said to Lucy, her sister would ask her again if she could live with her in this castle. And as Ruby sat there thinking about it, she wondered if she could fix whatever was upsetting her sister by just saying yes. 

Clip from The First Dreamer (Legends of the Rainbow Dream Trains book 5) See link below. 
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