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Part one

Operating in the spirit of armorbearing
Chapter two

Fulfill Your High Calling to Ministry

And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues. —1 Corinthians 12:28 KJV

The ministry gifts such as apostles, prophets, evangelist, teachers, and pastors receive much acclaim and recognition, as it should be. The Body of Christ needs every office set in the Church by God. However, there is a ministry not mentioned as much also set in the Body by our Lord. That is the ministry of helps. There is an important service call for the ministers of helps. Tommy Tenney in his book God’s Secret to Greatness encourages us with, “The apostle Paul included the “ministry of helps” in his list of supernatural ministries in the Church that are ordained and empowered by God.” 1 

How would the church manage without the hands that help? When something practical needs to be done, a person anointed to help steps in and sees to it that the job is completed. God is practical and good and so are they that help.2 The behind-the-scene jobs in the church often go unrecognized. Yet the humble tasks are the ones we benefit from the most. 

There are faithful people who maintain the grounds, clean our church, make repairs, do plumbing, assist with the administration, type bulletins, usher, greet, watch babies, make sure the sound and electronics work smoothly, make snacks and food for the church, do dishes or simply help with the details. Praise God for those serving in the ministry of helps.
Pattern Your Service

Elisha, a businessman, was out plowing with twelve yoke of oxen when the call of God came to him. He changed his schedule and his life to accommodate the call of God. Moved and changed, he counted it all as nothing compared to answering God’s call. He accepted his call to the ministry of service without knowing the destiny awaiting him. God had already ordained Elisha as the next prophet of the land. There is no record that Elijah told Elisha what God said. After years of faithfully helping his leader, God promoted Elisha as one matured and prepared for the office of prophet.3 Elisha exemplified several responses to the call of God which we may pattern our service:

· Immediacy. He responded immediately.
· Timeliness. He organized his affairs: God, family, work, and ministry and so on.
· Attentiveness. He heard God for himself. He did not go by what others said. Elijah even responded with, “That’s between you and God.” He followed and served him anyway.
· Willingness. He was willing to start with the small. There are few mentions of Elisha after his initial start with Elijah until the very end.
· Obedient. He did the details and ordinary tasks of serving his leader Elijah.
I believe there are more Elisha-spirited servants ready to answer the call. God desires more of us who will not be so concerned about our next promotion. He desires servants who are not saying, “O.K. God, I’ll do this dish detail, but you better have something good waiting for me.” Instead, there must be more of us who are saying, “Here am I, Lord.” 3
Things Worth Remembering


I have discovered that when I have felt like quitting the most, I did not know my high calling in this ministry of service. I began to realize that I did not help just because someone asked me. I serve and help because God called and chose me to be a minister of helps.4 We are the called and chosen followers, now let us be faithful.5 There are some points to remember that will help us remain faithful to our high call to ministry:

· Realize God set the ministry of helps in the Church.6 Perhaps you have been thinking that you just volunteer and God does not care about the details. Stop! He does. He designed a special place in His Church for the ministry of (details) helps.

· Know that Jesus called and chose you. In John 15:16, He said to us, “You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last.” 7
· Discover God looks upon the heart. Many believe the ones who get the most attention from man are the most important. However, God sees the secret. King David set a principle like this in place in Israel that remains present today, noted in 1 Samuel 30:24, “The share of the man who stayed with the supplies is to be the same as that of him who went down to the battle. All will share alike.” 8
·  Choose to remain faithful. Faithfulness continues to be a daily choice. Faithful people are faithful by choice. There are many promises that are yes and amen to the faithful of God.

· Know that God rewards faithfulness. He does not reward according to the office in which we serve, but according to the faithfulness shown. He is attentive to His faithful servants. He promises to show Himself faithful to the faithful ones. 

The Call Cultivated


Through Scripture, we know God placed ministries in the church, not man. 9 A person should not enter the ministry just because someone told them they were suited for it. Let God call you and place you where He wills.10 I encounter many who say, “I’m called to preach.” Yet they do not start with the small God puts before them to qualify them for their calling. When you are answering your call to serve, consider God may want you to spend a season in the ministry of helps before He matures you to your ministry office. Remember Stephen and Phillip, who started in the ministry of helps but later operated as evangelists? They were faithful to help where God assigned them first.11 Also, I must mention that there were five others assigned to help. There are no other references of them in the Bible. I believe they continued faithfully serving in the ministry of helps. 

If you are uncertain of your call to the ministry of helps, ask God to confirm your calling. Apostle Peter admonishes us to be diligent with proving that we really are called and chosen by the Lord.12 Give all diligence to exercising and developing His virtues the fruit of the Spirit (listed below), so that you may be effective and productive in your gifts and calling:

· Faith. Exercise your faith at every opportunity. Faith pleases God. Everyone receives a measure of faith to function within whatever gift God has graced him. He whose gift is practical service, let him give himself to serving according to the proportion of his faith.13
· Virtue. After exercising your faith, develop virtue, which is spiritual excellence. Daniel, in serving God and exercising his faith, developed an excellent spirit. So much so that he and his fellow Jewish slaves were found ten times better in all respects than the others assigned to the Kings’ service.14
· Knowledge. In developing an excellent spirit, add knowledge. Get to know your Heavenly Father. As we know Him better, we are sure to discover our destiny and what He wants us to do step by step. Paul wrote to the saints in Ephesus, “I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know Him better.” 15
· Self-control. In exercising knowledge, develop self-control. We live in a world of steadily decreasing self-control. The number of road rage incidents is evidence to that. Nearly one out of five Americans is over-weight from lack of control in eating habits. Drug abuse and overdose have increased beyond what our ancestors would recognize. In gaining self-control, more and more we learn to put aside our own desires so that we may fulfill God’s desires.

· Patience. When allowing the Holy Spirit to help you gain more self-control, add patience. I overheard a young teacher’s advice to his student, “Never pray for patience, because you will get lots of problems with opportunity to learn patience.” The student’s reply was, “I don’t believe that God would send me problems to teach me anything.” Look in on what the Apostle Paul writes the Roman Christians, “We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials, for we know that they are good for us—they help us learn to be patient. And patience develops strength of character in us and helps us trust God more each time we use it, until finally our hope and faith are strong and steady.” 16 What do you think of the teacher’s advice?
· Godliness. As you develop patience, put aside your own desires in an increasing measure, so that God may have His way with you in godliness. The Apostle Peter wrote the Jewish Christians and now us, “Obey God, because you are His children; don’t slip back into your old ways—doing evil because you knew no better. However, be holy now in everything you do, just as the Lord is holy, who invited you to be His child. He Himself said, ‘You must be holy, for I am holy.’” 17
· Brotherly affection. When practicing godliness, develop brotherly affection. Love one another with brotherly affection—as members of one family—giving precedence and showing honor to one another.18 Love the brotherhood of believers.19 Pray for God’s people with strong purpose. As you pray for the Body of Christ, interceding on their behalf, your concern will become Christ’s compassion. Your hands and feet will become Christ’s members, reaching out to the saints. Your affection will become Christ’s love flowing through you for His Church.20 

· Love. When praying for the church in brotherly affection, finally add love. Let love guide your speech and actions. In my b.c. before Christ days, I would often hurt others by just bluntly telling them the truth. If anyone would say anything to me about it, I would respond with, “Well, it was the truth!” After meeting Christ, I continued with this speaking the truth. But each time I did, I would feel so miserable, I was compelled to apologize. Later, after prayer, the Holy Spirit instructed me I could speak the truth, but in love. I discovered that truth in love is often silent. Let love guide your actions. The Apostle John wrote to his friends in the faith, “Little children, let us stop just saying we love people; let us really love them, and show it by our actions.” 21 Let love guide your life. Grow to love more and more.
The more we add and develop these qualities in our life, the more useful and fruitful we will be to our Master, Lord Jesus. We will become the special vessels prepared and ready for the Master’s use. In Paul’s second letter to Timothy, he encourages us to be like the expensive dishes in God’s house, “If you stay away from sin, you will be like one of these dishes made of purest gold—the very best in the house—so that Christ Himself can use you for His highest purposes.” 22
Daily Life

Agnes Gonzha Bojaxhiu, better known as, Mother Teresa, said, “I accept in the name of the poor,” when she was awarded the 1979 Nobel Peace Prize. Before representing the poor, Mother Teresa, a teacher and then a principal, received a “call within a call” during a train ride, in which she felt God directing her to the slums. By the end of her life, she and more than 3,000 sisters, who followed her, were operating a worldwide network of some 350 missions. A fellow nun said about her, “Mother is very ordinary. When people meet her, she surprises them with her ordinariness. But she allows God to work through her, and He has done extraordinary things.” God deliberately chooses what we consider ordinary, even foolish, to confound the wise of our world. 

Questions for Thought

1. What ordinary tasks does God desire to do extraordinary things in your life?

2. Have you overlooked the small, looking for the large?

3. Are you proving you really are called and chosen by the Lord?

Chapter three

Anointed to Serve

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are varieties of ministries, and the same Lord. And there are varieties of administrations, but the same God, who works all things in all persons. But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. —1 Corinthians 12:4-7

There are different administrations of the gifts. Armorbearing is an administration of the ministry of helps. This ministry of assisting is simply, one called by God to help another in leadership. Could you picture an apostle, prophet, teacher, or pastor operating successfully without an anointing from heaven? Can you picture anyone operating in the gift of healing without an anointing? No, we could not. Therefore, we must not expect our ministers of helps to operate without the anointing. I believe our Heavenly Father has provided an anointing to serve, a divine endowment to serve effectively.

Pattern Your Service

Stephen and Phillip, two of the first deacons, demonstrated an anointing to serve. They started out waiting tables in the Apostles’ feeding program. The Apostles qualified the first deacons with certain qualities that should be present in all who serve. At first glance, the Scripture only says that Stephen and Phillip were filled with the Spirit, wisdom, and faith. After examination, I discovered that with these qualities alone, these men were fully equipped.1 Look with me in the Book of Acts chapter 6 at what the Scripture says about these servants and their anointing. In doing so, we will know what it requires to operate effectively in the anointing to serve:

· Holy Spirit. God chose Stephen and Phillip to serve, yet they walked in tremendous power and anointing of the Holy Ghost. To walk effectively in the anointing, we must allow the Holy Spirit to fill us; the same Holy Spirit that Jesus promised to send to help us, counsel us, and guide us in truth.2 The Holy Spirit that empowers us to obey Christ will empower us to serve our Lord. An anointing from the Holy Spirit will evidence your service.3
· Wisdom. The apostle James instructed us, if a man were considered wise, it would be evidenced by his good life and by his actions done in humility. As he further explained wisdom, we can know that Stephen and Phillip served with a pure heart. They were peaceful, considerate of others, submitted to authority and merciful. They served wholeheartedly with sincerity and without selfish agendas.4 

· Faith. Saul of Tarsus was still breathing out threats to the early church at the time these servants of God came along. The largest portion of the New Testament Scripture had not yet been written, however Stephen and Phillip were full of faith. They exemplified their faith by what they did. Stephen was noted for his working of miracles among the people. Phillip’s faith exemplified his ability to follow the leading of the Holy Spirit. Jesus promised us that we could do the same marvelous acts of faith and even greater, “…anyone who has faith in Me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father…You may ask Me for anything in My name, and I will do it.” 5 

Just as any other ministry, it takes more than natural ability to effectively fulfill the ministry of serving. It takes an anointing (a supernatural enablement) from the Holy Spirit. We may pattern our service after men full of the Holy Spirit, wisdom, and faith walking in the anointing of the Lord. 

Things Worth Remembering

Most people think of the anointing as something mystical that either you have or do not have. On the other hand, many mistakenly think God’s power to do only rests upon those who publicly minister—preach, teach, prophesy, etc. I have heard it often said of someone, “He’s not anointed to do anything. He has no ministry.” Yet, when I see this person operating in their gifts of administration, I see the anointing. When I observe them doing the work of the ministry of helps, I recognize the anointing to serve. God’s anointing empowers you to do whatever He calls you to do. If the Holy Spirit has gifted you to serve, begin to recognize the anointing. Know that you have the anointing and equipment to do all that God created you to be and do. The anointing will:

· Empower you to discern what needs to be done

· Empower you to do the practical

· Empower you to do the unlikely

· Empower you to give the word of encouragement

· Empower you to nourish

· Empower you to anticipate needs

· Empower you to go the extra mile

Know that wherever God has called you to serve, He has provided a supernatural enablement to accomplish His work. 

The Anointing Cultivated

God’s gifts and callings are with out repentance, but the anointing may decrease and fade.6 I compare the anointing with the talents Jesus spoke of in His parable of the talents.7 The master gave one man a level one measure of anointing. Another received a level two anointing. Yet, another was given a level five anointing, each according to his ability. Two of them used what he gave them and it multiplied. The one that received the level one anointing did not use his anointing and suffered great loss. Kenneth Hagin recommends going to the Lord if the fires of your anointing wane. He remarks, “I went to the Lord about my anointing decreasing. He told me, ‘If your anointing decreases, fast and pray until it comes back.’ Now whenever the anointing fades, I wait upon the Lord in prayer and fasting and the same anointing comes upon me again.”8 To keep your zeal and anointing burning hot:

· Keep your first love first. We do well to remember the warning given to the Laodicean church, “I know your deeds that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other! So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am about to spit you out of my mouth.” 9 

· Protect your anointing. We protect our anointing by living a holy separated, consecrated life. Our Father God requires that we be holy as He is holy.10 In my own life, God has gifted and anointed me to the discerning of spirits. He often enables me to see into the spiritual realm. The Holy Spirit has instructed me to guard my eyes (being careful what I allow them to see) as a part of the protection of the anointing in my life.

· Become a student of the Bible. Study to show yourself a workman approved unto God and rightly dividing the truth. Many men of God started out great, but ended up religious fanatics because they became imbalanced somewhere along the way. All Bible and no Holy Spirit will often lead you off the path. On the other hand, all trying to be led by the Holy Spirit and no Word will leave you equally imbalanced.

· Live a fasted lifestyle. Deny your flesh all it wants, often. The Apostle Paul admonished us in the race of life, “I make my body do what I want it to do so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified.” 11 

· Walk in love. How can we love God and not love our fellowman? Again, we gain instruction from the Apostle Paul simply paraphrased, “The gifts are useless in your life if you don’t have love.” 12 

· Live prayerfully. Jesus went apart often to pray and listen to the Father. We must follow His example to continue to walk in His anointing. Prayer prepares you for anointed service. Additionally, it helps you continue in anointed ministry. Get to know God in prayer and get to know His plans of service for you.13 

Daily Life

Carman, a Christian recording artist, while visiting his sister as an east coast Italian kid, black Afro, silk shirt with black slacks, was radically saved (born-again) at an Andrae Crouch concert. His beginning in Christ is where songs like Serve the Lord and No Way Not Ashamed came from. He admits, “I know what it’s like to serve. I served in my local church for about six years before going full time in the music ministry. Those were hard years sometimes. However, I would not trade them because it taught me ministry. It taught me how to identify the Spirit of God. It taught me where and when the anointing was present. I learned when and when not to minister. Through serving, I learned how to accomplish great things in the Kingdom of God. Any person who has ever done anything great for the Lord has dedicated years to the Lord. If you can handle the details, the mundane things of ministry, you can accomplish great things for God.”

Questions for Thought

1. Have you realized you are developing your anointing through the details of service?

2. What has God empowered you to do through His anointing?

3. What has God led you to do to protect the anointing in your life?

Chapter six

Be the Gift of Support 

“But bring your brothers, the tribe of Levi, to join you and serve you while you and your sons minister before the Tent of the Testimony. They are to serve you and take care of the details of the Tent. I myself have selected your fellow Levites from among the Israelites as a gift to you, dedicated to the Lord to take care of the details at the Tent of Meeting.” —Numbers 18:2, 3, 6 paraphrased.

A

re you serving in a support position on your team or ministry? Determine to let your service be a gift. Know that you are a gift to the Body of Christ and the Body of Christ is a gift to you. The Apostle Peter admonished us with, “Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God…whoever serves, let him do so as by the strength which God supplies.1 

In the Old Testament, God gave the Levites’ help as a gift to Aaron and his sons. It was not earned for Aaron was not any more deserving than we are of God’s gifts to us. God, in His mercy, designed a chain of support still active today. He literally called out the Levites solely as a support ministry to the priesthood and offered them to Aaron and his sons as a gift.2 
Pattern Your Service

God’s design and purpose for our Levite brothers reflect a beautiful pattern for his New Testament servants today. God set the Levites apart and their practical ministry offered as a gift.

I myself have selected your fellow Levites from among the Israelites as a gift to you, dedicated to the Lord to take care of the details at the Tent of Meeting. –Num. 18:6

They were to help the men of God and take care of all the details of the Tent. Look with me at some simple principles set forth that will undergird and still apply to our modern day support ministries:

· God appointed the Levites. He selected the Levite brothers from among the other Israelites to join Aaron and his sons in service. In a similar fashion, the writer of the first book of Corinthians tells us, “God chooses and puts His saints exactly where he wants them in the Body of Christ. 3 I believe it is worth injecting, if we allow him.

· The Lord dedicated the Levites to Himself. One of the meanings given for dedication as well as holy is ‘set apart’. Interchanging the words we could say, “The Levites were set apart for the Lord.” The Apostle Peter reminds us of an Old Testament command that still applies to God’s servants today saying, “Be holy as I am holy.” 4 Join me as I ask myself, “How set apart am I to the Lord for service in His Church?”

· God gave the Levites’ ministry as a gift. What a wonderful honor given to the Levite tribe of Israel. When I prepare a gift for my child, I make sure it is the best quality that I can find. The physician Luke phrased it in a similar way referring to God’s gifts saying, “If your nature is evil and you know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give a good gift.” 5 The helps ministry is a gift to our ministry leaders in the Church. Let us endeavor to walk worthy of this calling.

· God assigned the Levites to the details of the Tent. They were given duties concerning the Tent while the priest ministered before the Lord. Perhaps the early Church apostles had this fact in mind when they assigned the first seven to handle the details of ministry while they spent more time before the Lord in prayer and the ministry of the word. Have you been assigned the details of the ministry while your leadership ministers before the Lord? If so, know that you have been given a great honor.

Things Worth Remembering

God presented the support ministries to His people as a gift. Through the writer of Exodus, it was revealed that Aaron was called to support Moses.6 Now it’s clear that the Levites were called to support Aaron. In the New Testament, we see an example in the first deacons of the church, men called to serve the people; especially widows and orphans while, the Apostles prayed and ministered the Word. God has designed a chain of support. Look at God’s chain of support in the Old Testament versus our local Church body:

God called Moses to lead the Israelites


God called Senior Pastors    







to lead Church Body

God called Aaron to be Moses’ helper and

God called pastoral staff to 
associate priest




assist Senior Pastors 

God called Levites to minister to priesthood

God called helps ministry to help  






ministry leaders

God called Israelites to support priest & Levites
God called congregation to support 






leadership team

We need each other in God’s chain of support. We must begin to take our place and serve as a strong link in God’s chain. As an example look again to the book of Exodus, the Israelites were in a battle with the Amalekites.7 Moses went to the top of a mountain and held the staff out over the battle. As long as his arms were up, the Israelites prevailed. However, when his hands were down, the Amalekites were winning. Aaron and Hur put a large rock under Moses for him to sit on. Then one stood on each side to hold his arms up in the air. 

God could have supernaturally strengthened Moses’ arms to the point where he did not need Aaron and Hur to hold them up. I believe God wanted to spotlight our need for each other, especially in times of battle. Pastor Gordon Banks phrased it like this, “Working alone in Jesus, you may eventually win. But working together in Jesus, you win quickly.” Often without support, our personal battles are longer than necessary. In addition, if we do not allow others to share in our battle, we cheat them of their share in the joy of victory. Jesus spoke of this when He said, “Those that share in My sufferings, I will share My glory with them.” 8 
Gift of Support Cultivated

Have you ever thought of yourself as a gift to the body of Christ, specifically God’s leaders? Realize your support means that much in God’s plans. A short illustration of our sometimes-wrong thinking is: The eyes of the body said sarcastically to the ears, “We can do all the seeing around here. We do not really need you. Besides, you are just an ear. You sit all the way on the side of the head. Not in front like all eyes do.” The ears responded, “I guess I’m not needed. Hair hides me most of the time. I suppose God just put me here on the side and forgot about me…” 9 Does that scenario sound like someone who has lost the value of his or her unique purpose? 
In referring to the illustration above, the body would be handicapped without the function of the ears. Furthermore, it is not as if the eyes can effectively serve the purpose for which the ears are created. In the same way, we must realize no one can effectively fulfill our unique purpose given by God. The Apostle Paul confirmed this to the Corinthian church saying, “Now here is what I am trying to say: All of you together are the one body of Christ and each one of you is a separate and necessary part of it." If you have not already, begin to develop your support as a gift. To strengthen right perspective, you must include the points below in your thinking:

· Recognize its God’s way of doing things. He has ordained the Body of Christ to need each other. 

· Determine to be a link in His chain of support. We can choose to be a strong link or a weak link in His chain.

· Treat your support as a gift. When we offer our service as a gift, we don’t expect return favors.

· Connect with others who serve. Remember a link connects with others to become a strong chain. We link arms with those who serve and strengthen God’s system of support for our leaders. Do not break the chain.

Daily Life

Moses was a great leader who spoke the oracles of God. He served in the office of prophet and judge. God commended him as His friend and the most humble man on earth. He was assigned to one of the greatest tasks in human history, leading approximately one million Jews out of slavery. Yet, he was frail in some aspects. He was a human like us. He needed help. God assigned Aaron to help him and the chain of support began. Somehow, he and Aaron could only go so far alone. God designated Joshua to pull in close to help Moses and strengthen the chain. He appointed the seventy elders, giving them of the spirit that was on Moses. However, the chain was not complete. During battle with the Amalekites, Hur was called in concert with Aaron to help. They held up Moses’ arms together. Then God assigned the priesthood of Levites to support these two and share duties in the House of God. Finally, God called the whole congregation of Israelites to help this team of leadership and to complete the chain of support.11
Questions for Thought

1. Are you a link in God’s chain of support?

2. How can you make your connection with others stronger in His system of support?

3. Is your service a gift to the Body of Christ; if not what can you do to make it so?

