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Editorial Reviews 

Book Reviews

Reviews by experts in military history have said of these memoirs: "Amazingly objective; the best World War II Book I have seen." "I found Hale's compassion for the Japanese civilians deeply moving." "A real contribution to U.S. history." Veterans, history buffs, and booklovers have written these comments to the editor, Helen H. Gordon: "I couldn't stop reading." "The details are so authentic, I felt as if I'd lived through the experience with him." "It made me really appreciate what it means to be an American." "A man who could survive this ordeal without bitterness is a wonderful person." 

Book Description

"War," says U.S. Navy officer Edward E. Hale, "brings out the best in the best and the worst in the worst." Hale was one of eighty U.S. servicemen captured in the first battle in the Pacific, Guam, December 8-10, 1941. The "eighty eight-balls" spent all of World War II in Japanese labor camps, not released until Japan officially surrendered on September 2, 1945. How did they endure, for nearly four years, the starvation diets, beriberi and other diseases, forced labor, harsh punishments, bitter cold, and deprivation of news from home? Only one of the eighty died in Japan, but they might all have perished if they had undergone another hard winter. Ed Hale tells their story with a keen eye for detail, an understanding of human nature, an amazing lack of bitterness, and a natural eloquence that makes the book inspiring. Ten years after the war, this career officer had come to love the Japanese people, who had also been victims of the Military. He wrote a farewe! ll essay to Japanese civilians, thanking them for teaching him the virtues of patience and tolerance. 

About the Author

Edward E. Hale became an electrician for the U.S. Navy during the 1930's, when the Great Depression created a shortage of other work. Born in Provo, Utah, in 1913, he grew up on farms in Utah, Idaho, and Oregon. After 20 years in the Navy, he retired to Astoria, Oregon, where he wrote his memoirs from memory, nudged by a penciled notebook he had kept during the War. He loved salmon fishing, hiking, and the natural world. He left his small stump ranch to Clatsop County for recreation and wildlife preserve. His ashes were scattered at sea following his death in 1987. 

Customer Reviews
Avg. Customer Review: PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=5.0 out of 5 stars"* * * * *

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful: 

PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=5 out of 5 stars"
A significant contribution to POW and WWII History, January 12, 2000 
PRIVATE

Reviewer: Darrell Ament from Santa Barbara, California 

This is a must book for anyone seeking an understanding of POW life as well as a better understanding of events inside Japan during WWII. Edward Hale takes us on a journey from a carefree life in Guam to Japan as a POW for most of WWII. Helen Gordon, Hale's neice, does a good job of editing Hale's memoirs. After reading the book, I had a much better understanding of how war and POW status impacts human behavior. Gordon is to be commended for making Hale's wonderful memoirs available to the world. This is one of the best books about POW's I have read. For this reason, I gave this book 5 stars. 
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4 of 4 people found the following review helpful: 

PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=5 out of 5 stars"
POWS of Guam remembered, December 1, 1999 
PRIVATE

Reviewer: Roger Mansell from Los Altos, California 

Beaten, starved and constantly terrorized, Hale's story renews your faith in America and its fighting men. Hale's story of his Navy life in Guam just before the war is a prelude to his poignant experience as a POW. As a reader, you will feel the thunder of bombs, the palpable fear as shot and shell destroy your world... and the gut wrenching fear to know your life is at the mercy of murderous Japanese soldiers. 

Hale's is a story or bravery and courage that bears retelling until the end of time. Unknown to the men and women of Guam, they were forfeited to the Japanese months before the war by the decisions of Roosevelt and Churchill, intent upon defeating Hitler. Transported to Japan, the men suffered as slaves to the Japanese war efforts and ultimately saved by the dropping of the atom bombs. Hale's story belongs on the shelf of any student of World War II. 


