Let me guess, you picked up this book so you wouldn't tear out any more of your hair! Right? You probably looked at a few books, got some advice from friends, called a few people who call themselves trainers and you still have the same old problems and are at the end of your rope...well hang on, there is help!

Whoever started the rumor that dog training was easy was telling a fib. It is hard work. You have to become a detective like Sherlock Holmes to find out why there is a problem so you can pick out the right way to handle it. Many trainers or people you have already talked to, want you to do the dog training first and then they MAY solve the problem or they give you advice they "heard" somewhere and it doesn't work or you can't bear to torture your dog that way or wait any longer.

To be a good doggie detective you have to find out what is causing the problem to get rid of it. The detective work pays off when you find the real problem so you can solve it! The symptom of housetraining problems can be rooted in different reasons. To get to the root and eliminate it (tee-hee) be a sleuth and answer this quiz:

Housetraining problems are symptoms of:


A. "TRAINING BY ACCIDENT" OR THE WRONG TYPE OF TRAINING


B. THE WRONG TYPE OF CONFINEMENT


C. MEDICAL OR PHYSICAL PROBLEMS OR LIMITATIONS

D. MARKING TERRITORY OR PROVING "I'M THE BIG CHEESE" 
     (TERM: DOMINANCE)


E. EMOTIONAL REASONS 


F. TOO MUCH TIME ALONE (ISOLATION RELATED) 


G. DIET OR FOOD CHANGES


H. NEW HOME


I.   BEING "WIMPY" (SUBMISSIVE)


J. CAN BE ALL OF THE ABOVE
ANSWER: Any answer you picked is right. So good for you! Mark an "A" or a "STAR" for this first phase of doggie detective work! If you picked J then you might be a super sleuth!

Not all dogs have every one of those on the list but at least one or more will apply to your pooch; so let's look at each one and find out WHY you are having the housetraining nightmare.

"TRAINING BY ACCIDENT" OR THE WRONG TYPE OF TRAINING
Normal doggie "rules" (called instinct) will naturally urge a pooch to travel away from their living area to relieve themselves at about five weeks of age. If they cannot get to the right area, they will be "trained by accident". This causes them to go potty in the house, on the carpet, concrete, etc., and to think that it is normal.

CLUE: This type of behavior problem usually occurs on the same type of floor covering or in a certain area. Paper training a puppy can teach them to "do their business" inside of the house! 
Sometimes lack of clear guidance or leadership from the owner can be a cause (See "I'm the Big Cheese") but it is often things learned from their original home which messes things up for you later. Bet you didn't know that when you went to visit the litter!
