     While riding his motorcycle one night in April in 1978, Dawie van Jaarsveld saw a girl standing by the side of the road. He offered her a lift but couldn’t hear what she said about where she wanted to be dropped. He gave her a helmet to wear and a radio earplug so she could listen to music as he drove. 

     After about ten miles he stopped to check his tire. He was amazed to find his passenger gone, the helmet strapped to the seat, and the earplug fixed in his other ear, although his helmet was firmly in position.

     He commented: “I can tell you, the moment I realized these things, I could feel my hair stand on end and I had cold shivers up and down my spine.”

     A well-known Researcher checked the man’s story. She visited the café where he had immediately called a friend after the unnerving experience. Everyone confirmed that Dawie van Jaarsveld had indeed looked as if he had seen a ghost.

     When he had told them his story, they said that other drivers had had similar experiences. One of them, Anton Le Grange, gave the ghost a ride in his car on an errie May 12th. night in 1976. The well-known Researcher spoke to the policeman who saw Le Grange when he went to the police station to report the incident. Le Grange got the policeman to go with him to the car, where the policeman admitted to witnessing the car door open and close on its own.

     After La Grange’s story was reported, a pilot revealed that his fiancée, Maria Roux, had been killed in a car accident on April 12, 1968, at the exact spot where the ghost was seen. La Grange identified her photograph as the girl he had picked up. She had been wearing the same clothes Maria Roux had on when she died.

     Maria Roux only seems to appear around the time she died, and only to single young men. On April 4, 1980, Andre Coetzee age 20, at the time was motorcycling past the accident site when “someone or something put its arms around my waist from behind. Something sitting on my bike.” he explained. He sped up to get away from whatever it was, but this annoyed the ghost, who struck Coetzee three times on the helmet, The passenger disappeared only after the young motorcyclist reached over one-hundred miles an hour.

     According to the experts in this field of research ghosts usually don’t make their presence known. They move in silence, ignoring those around them. It’s true that many people have reported hearing mysterious footsteps in their homes, but none have reported any instances where a ghost was seen and footsteps heard at the same time. Many people have reported talking to ghosts, but when compared to the number of sightings, that number is low.

     At times, foreign ghosts have communicated with people who only speak English. According to the experts, this suggests that the communication took place telepathically, even though the witness may not have realized it. However, the majority of ghosts don’t speak. In fact, they are unwilling to speak, and won’t answer if spoken to.

     There are also reports of voices heard but no ghosts were seen. On some occasions, the witness has been able to record them, providing proof that something—or someone—was there.

     Most speaking ghosts come from England many reports from experts say. It was a ghostly priest that Ivor Potter saw at Poundstock church, Cornwall, on March 2, 1971, when he was attending a funeral service there. He described how: “for about four minutes I saw a priest I assumed was going to take part in the service, standing on the porch. We even wished each other ‘good afternoon.’ I was only later that I discovered he didn’t exist. I always thought ghosts were supposed to be misty creatures. But the ghost was solid. He answered me and I walked around him.”

     A phantom monk was seen by several people in the 1970’s near the old St. John’s church in Chester, England, and he spoke to at least two of the witnesses. One of these encounters took place in December 1973, when the witness was walking home late one night along a cobbled footpath by the church. Suddenly he saw a monk in a black robe and cape.

     The figure spoke in what seemed to be German, and although the witness knew German, he couldn’t understand what the monk was saying and thinks it may have been a dialect. The man, thinking the monk was a living person, told him that he couldn’t understand, and the monk seemed upset.

     The witness walked around him to continue along the path, but immediately thought he ought to try and help him. He turned around, but there was no one there. Even so, the witness refused to believe he had seen a ghost.

     He wrote to the newspaper about his experience, and another man replied that he too, had had a similar experience when using the path late at night.

     “I met a man dressed like a monk—in a black robe and wearing sandals. He spoke to me in a language I couldn’t understand, and I said so. He repeated his request, but it was no use—I didn’t understand him.”

     The saddened monk turned away. The witness moved on, then back around only to find the monk no longer there. The church dates back many centuries and is a likely place for such a haunting. One can only wonder what the ghostly monk was asking for.

     It’s not often that a witness has the opportunity to speak to the same ghost more than once, but that’s what happened to Matthew Manning when he was a teenager living at home in Cambridgeshire, England.

     It began in 1971 when Matthew saw a ghost on the stairs. The ghost apologized to Matthew for frightening him, and added that he needed to walk to ease the pain in his legs. He allowed Matthew to draw a quick sketch of him before he climbed the stairs and disappeared.

     The following year Matthew saw him again in one of the bedrooms. They shook hands though Matthew felt nothing: “My hand passed straight through his.” This time the Matthew saw him actually disappear.

     “It was as though I was watching a color television from which the color was gradually fading. I noticed that the figure was losing its color around the edges while the main central areas of his body were still showing color. While I watched I could the color vanishing. Within 30 seconds all the color had gone and I was left facing a shadowy gray figure. Then the gray became fainter, and I realized that he was vanishing into thin air.”

     Although Matthew didn’t see the ghost often, the ghost did write at considerable length through Matthew’s hand and answered his questions. The ghost was also responsible for writing hundreds of old signatures on a bedroom wall. Matthew obtained tape recordings of muffled voices and dinner time noises, complete with belches. The richness and complexity of this case make it one of the most fascinating researchers have run across.

     In a pub, also in England, a baby’s crying was heard. The owner’s wife had a new baby, but she knew it wasn’t her baby that she heard. She told no one about the ghostly crying until her mother (who lived there) remarked that she had heard a baby crying. They discovered they didn’t hear it at the same time and since there were no houses next to the pub, they decided it wasn’t a living baby who was crying.

     Ghostly voices have also been heard at haunted sites in America. One site that seems to be a favorite with ghosts is Point Lookout State Park in Maryland—especially the old hotel and the lighthouse there.

     Gerald Sword, who lived in the lighthouse in 1973, heard many strange noises in its 20 rooms—footsteps, crashes, furniture moving, doors opening and closing and voices. He at times would awake at night to the chattering noise of a large number of people talking.

     He got out of bed and traced the sound outdoors to the garden gate. From there it would move to another location, then on to another as he followed the sound. Each time this happened, the route the voices took was the same. During the Civil War, a prison camp was located in the area, and Sword wondered if the voices were those of sick and dying prisoners.

     He had many other strange experiences in the lighthouse, including seeing a ghost. When the ghostly activity was at its most lively, he would leave a tape recorder switched on.

     One unusual recording was of a female voice saying, “Let us not take any objections to what they are doing.” A male voice was heard singing. Researchers also captured unusual voices on tape. One voice said, “Fire if they get too close to you.” “Help me.” And “Bad shape” were also heard.

     This isn’t the only haunting that occurred outside. In July 1924, a strange voice was heard in a cemetery in Butler, New Jersey. On July 13, a number of local citizens went into the cemetery late at night to investigate reports that, “For the past 10 nights anyone who ventured past the cemetery or into the adjoining wood immediately was greeted by a voice that seemed to come from the tree tops, the ground or the air overhead.”

     The first witness was a policeman Tom Spring. He was on his way home at midnight when a scream rang out from the top of a tree, followed by a lingering moan that ended in laughter.

     The voice was also heard by many other people. Some heard threats ‘pleading cries for help.’ Husband and wife Roland Marcus were followed for several miles by the voice. They heard a loud moaning, then a cry of “Help!” This was followed by a warning of “Look out!” and a burst of evil laughter.

     The newspaper report gives no information as to the outcome of the citizens’ cemetery excursion. The popular theory was that ‘some scientist with advanced discoveries in radio had set up a laboratory nearby and was broadcasting the moans, screams and yells with a device that could throw the sounds where he willed. To support this, those who claim to have heard the apparition’s cries say the voice sounded hollow, inhuman, as if it came from a mechanical amplifier.’

     Sadly, in this case as with many unexplained ghostly mysteries, we may never know the true explanation of what really happened-- why it happened-- or what really went on…
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