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MYSTERIES OF DEATH, THE AFtER-LIFE AND THE SOUL!S RETURH

1t was Soorates who stated that the contemplation of death and its mysterles
is the beglming of wisdom, FPor the materlaliat death is a great enamy and &
suprems tragedy, for it seems %o end or disperse that marvellous flowaring of
gselfhood which we term ths human psrsonnlity,

For the idealist or myatie, death holds mo terrors, since it is recognired
as 8 gateway to A realm of reelity and truth far supsrior to the material grosa-
ness of our sarthly aphere, Many centuriss ago Plato advanced his oelebrated
doctrine of the Two Worlds -- the lesser, earthly world being the realm of
sffeote, of finite limitations and endless illusions while the superior and
gausative world iz the realm of Divine Idems, of beauty, truth and goodness, sll
flowing from the ineffeble fount of God, What we ocall death is a bridge betwesen
thesa two worlds, although it is possible for the spiritually developed indivi-
dual to percosive higher truths and reality whiles atill resident 1n a mortal body.

Asoeptance of some congeption of the continued existence of the aelf follow-
ing death is very common among students of philosophy, metaphysics and religion.
In fact, it is unusuaml to find e truly sensitive and ideallstic person who does
not hold some conoept, however personal, of immortallty. The interesting points
of inquiry develop when one seeks to know just what beliefs of eternal existence
are held, :

Tdeas of Immortali

A grect many religlonists believe very sincersly that their soul was
created for the apecial uee and vitalization of this physieel body, and thet at
daath the soul is liberated to dwell in a wonderful hesavenly place, awaitlng an
ultimats judgment by the Suprems Besing or by a Great Mastor, Entrance Into
heaven presupposss = reasonsbly moral life, Including oonsistent efforts to
inow and ¢bey the will of God, Many Christian sects make the entrance into
heaven apd the final Iife with Ged entirely dependent upon acceptance of Jesus
a8 & personal sevior, Acocording to some of these orthodox beliefs the souls
who fail 4o listen to spiritusl sdmonitions and who langulsh in & oarnal sarthly
1ife are doomed to everlasting punishmemt, to & helllish condition of moral
voverty and extreme remorse,

Many devout worshippers couple their hope for immortallty with the expscta«
tion of & seoond coming or personal return of the Master Jesus, Prophetis ine
terpretations of PBiblicel pemsages ars advanced to show that thia 1s the final
age of tribulation, that the Lerrible gonflioct of Armageddon will he followed
by Christts return %o clalm His own and to lead them rapturously into Heaven
with Him,

There ars many other firm belisvers in the immortality of the soul who lay
particular emphasis upon the stets of beilng and general mwareness of the per-
sonality thet haa passed into the epiritusl world, Spiritualists believe that
peracnalities or "epirita" in the disembodied state are mnxious to communicate
with those who are left behind in mortal bodles, and that these communicatlions
oan sither help the dlstraught and perplexed spirit or often glve valuables ad-
vloa and Instruction to those still on earth. Presumably, tha "spirits" remein
in verying degresa of derkness or alowly increasing divins illumination until
st last they reach the Heavenly Light and dwell in bliss forever. There are
endless variants of bobh the orthodox Christien views and the beliefs of spiri-
tism., 7The sbove thoughts are only suggestive of these bellefs and not intended
as gomplete or summary interpretatlions,
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Reincarnation and EKarma

Another great focus of belief and doctrine concerning the eternal exastence
of the selfhood and the deeper meaning of life is the ocentral concept of rein-
carnstion with its companion law of Kerme or divins compousetion, Reircarnation
iz one of the oldest metephysical ideas lnown to man. Centuriss bafore Christ
it was taught in the esoterio schools of Bzypt and India., Thers is evidenca
that thess basie ideas ceme from 8till older civilizations now lost and his-
torically mlmost unknown. The mystical brotherhoods and arcane achools of both
East and West have presented their interpretations of the great law ol rebirth
of personality. Todey in the illuminating literaturs of Hermetlsm, Theosophy,
esoteris Freemesconry and Rogierusianism the central truths of reincerpation and
Earma are variocusly expounded,

During the past fifty years so many personal ideas and involved presenta-
tions of reincarnation have entered the public mind that one must be vary of
ridioulous and preposterous concepts parading in the guise of reinocarnstion,
Persons will open a philosophie conversation with the comment, "Yes, I find ruch
that is attractive in the reincarnationist point of view, except that I aimply
cannot mopospt the possibility of returning s an animel, & bird or even & rep-
tile if my sins are too great "

This ancient and erronscus idea of the transmigration of souls should be
dismissed from the mind as e definite falsehcod. No matier how sinful they are
or may become, men are evolving within thelr cwn species and cannot return in
lessor forms of other species of evolving life, Howsver greei the crimea of an
individual, sccording to the reincarnationist doctrines he must return in human
form o redress hils wrongs ond lsarn the fundamental spiritual lessons which the
law of evolutlon requires,

Origin of Seif
Metaphysical Philosophy teaches that there is a self, a spiritual monad, an
entity or definite being which is the real part of man., Tt is the besic "I Am"
reality nsserted by Descartes in his meditative discourses, and recognized by
all introspective thinkers as the ultimate factor of versonality.

This enhity or selfhood was crsated hy God, the Supreme Intelligernoce, Power
and Will of the universe, In the act of Creation these entitlies were emangted
from the central Divine Scurce of all existence. In the great historical body
of mystical literature is the frequent theme that these human entities did not
originally exist within the confines and limitationa of physical bodies. 1In
feot, they dwelt in a much more glorious spiritual form, nearer the Sourse and
with exalted powers owver nature and lesser aspects of creatior,

In this spirituel state lankind also possessed, a3 a gift of the Supreme
Being, the pocwer of choice or vwhat we eall freewill, At some early time in the
exercise of this freedom Man chose to defy the Will of Geod, to turn asides from
the perfact farmonies of the divine creation and to ssek lesser knowledge. Thias
first grest error, e misuse or prevarication of the will, browught as lts neoces-
sary consequence or Harma the precipitetion of Mankind inte matsrial form, and
the earthly experience of our species was begun, Broadly sp:ai:ing, this was the
celebrated "Full of Man" from his earliest state of aspiritual innocence and glory
tc the limitaticns, miseries and darkmess of the earthly sphere.

You and ¥ were personally involved in this historic moral catastrophe. Our
salfhoods were then in existence, and we share thas Karma of thias desceni into
matter, If it were otherwise, we would be receiving punishment for the errors
or sins of others, whish would be insompatible with the Absolute Justiee of owr
Divine Unliversa.
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The plunge inte materiality began the long course of the evclution of hu~
manity, We might pause hare to say that while the evidence fur the physical
evolution of man's bedy from lesser forme and oreatures iz gquite formidable,
still the zalf or spiritual bhelng of man has never been anything but human. Of
all preatures man alone was faschionsd in the spiritual imspe of Daity,

We have been evolving, then, for many ages and spochs from the very primie
tive, darkened state following the deseent into metter., Spiritual Fhilosophy,
which smbraces here the broad and historie truths of reincarnetion, states that
our perscnalitisa have besn evolving through many oycles of physical existence,
aud that between sash expression of the self or monad on earth there iz a phese
or Iinterval of expressiocn in the spiritusl world,

Cyeles of Rebirth

Conslder the cyole of bilrth and rebirth, with the cyclic phases in the ma-
terlial and epiritual worlds. The materinl phese begina with the momeat of
birth, with the coming of the Breath of Life, and lests until the moment of
death, or the {finel and complste separation of the self from the physical form.
At death ths epiritual monad, the indwslling personality, 18 "born," sc to
apeak, into the higher world. For many years the salf remsins or ls manifested
in the spiritual realm awailting the time for 1ts rebirth and next cyclio ex-
pression. in the body of s newly born infant,

The pericdlieity of this ayocle, or the tims from birth to birth, is an lssus
of great inberest to metaphyslciana. There are the twoe extremes, with many in-
termediete positions, Some writers and lecturers declare that the perscnality
iz reborn just as scon after death as it can find another wehicle, encther in-
Tant bedy that is being boran and will receive it. Figuratively, according to
this view, the self rushes frantioally about aseking an immediate re-embodiment
in material form lest aome time be lost in its progressive devslepment ]

The other extreme is the view that the personality remaina in the spiritual
realm for e very great period of time between inearnatlona, I heve haard and
rend estimates ranging from & thousand to a hundred thousand years as the phasa
of Cosmie exletence whlle awaiting a nsw birth in an earthly body.

Our Philoscphy teaches that the ecycle from birth to birth averages at least
one hundred years, and that the phase in the spiritual world is usually at leasi
fifty years and often considersbly more. Az & wvery wise mystic of the Orient
onee taught, the preclse time and momsnt for the perscnality's rebirth will de-
pend entirely on its nseds and pessibilities for experience in evolution. ifbst
of us have five to sight earthly embodiments in each millenium or thousand year
perlod. There can be signiflcant alterations in the oycle depending upon the
Eorma of the evolving self and the type of experience it needs for spiritual
sducetion,

The Supreme Intelligenoce or Cosmio Mind governs our cominge end goinga from
this earthly realm with Infinite wisdom and justice. Undoubtedly the conditilens
of entrance intc sach life are fixed by the perfect wisdom of God's laws, taking
inte acoount ouwr needs, desires, eflorts and just desertas.

The Ultimate Geal
Some whe cblset to the logic of reinecarnation will say, "Is thers mo end to
this colossal treadmill of axistence? Do we go arcund arnd around on this endlesa
wheel of rebirth feorever?" WNe, there is a definite, logical and necessery goal.
Perhaps it la best expressed by a famous guotation of the Spanish adept and
mystic, Martines de Pasqually: "In ths End all will come back to the Beginning,™
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Man's origin, gosl and happiness are all found in God, in the ineffatls,
inserutabls, infinitely wise end loving Fower whish created and governs all
msnifestation, The ultimate goal of all human evoluticnary striving is complete
and final onensss with God, a wonderful return Iinto the Abszclute Being which is
thke mystery of all Mysteries,

One might say, "Why should there he any delay to this blissful reunien?
Can 1 not lift my conscioueness to the Mind and Heart of God this very minuate,
and thus escape all the toils and sufferings of so maay mortal livas:?®"

Friends, while it is true that the privilege of divine attunement exists
for us st all times, and God is ever eleser than bresthing and nearer than hands
and feet, still these momenta of felicity in prayer and meditation are usually
short=lived and cannct be susteined indefini%ely. The ultimete hlisa ol true
rounion with God is a permenent and everlesting eondition, and cannct be reacned
50 easily, It must be earned and deserved, by the syolution which we prec-
gresaively attain, by the service to humanity we are ables to give, a&nd by tle
unfoldment of the higher powsers cf self we are abie to achieve.

Cur Cellular Univeras
To understand oroperly the spiritual goal of all existence, and the logleal
ground for the reincarnationist teachings, we must grasp the fundamental nsture
of the divine, spherical, ecellular universs, OJur view of the (osmcs must support
our visw of the crigin, evolutlon and Agstiny of mankind.

Plato, that great fountain-head of Western idealistic fhought, taught that
tke universe consists of & ocentral point or oondition, the seat of the presiding
Deity, surrounded by concentrla spheres of mingled light and darlness and bounded
by a sphere of fira.

The ccamology of lystical Soience begins with the Sowrce, the Center of the
universe, whence emanates all power, all energy and all intellipent direction,
This mayv be called the God=-Head, the Colestial Throne, the Heart of God or what-
grTer name will plesae end inspire the individual thinker, All things proceed
from the Source.

As Plotinus tmught in his rencwned writings, the greater the distence of
any menifestation from the Sourece or central point of Emenation, the grosser 1%
s and the relatively less apiritual =nd divine. Heality doss proceed in a
serles of concentric sphares from the Soures outward, with the earthly sphere es
an outer one -- gross, material, physical and dense, It may well be, as Flato's
intultion suggests, that the eartnly sphere is bounded by yei another sphere of
fire, but this ie diffieult to detsrmine,

Spealkiing in more modern language, the universe 1s a gresat elsctro-magaetie
¢0ll, maintained in perfect egquilibriwm of energy. The center of the cell is
fundamentally positive in polarity while the periphery or vell-wall is funda=-
mentelly negative, but there is & perfect balance of foroes at all times,

Cf' basle interest to the subject of this essay iz the nature cof the spiri-
tual reaim -~ all theft exists betwesn the earth and the Source, and the status
of aoula therein during the after-1ife and before the return to sarth for ancthar
material expreasion,

The Casmic Realm
The Cosmio realm or space iz e hierarchy or ordsred series of scheres, all
asoncentric with the Source, It will peossibly help the reader to wvisualize a
hollow rubber ball az an analogy, with the center of the ball as the Souroe and
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the rubber shell or periphery as the earthly sphere. Followling the sawme anslogy,
the space on the inside from the inner surface of the rubber to the center of
tha balt is the (Cosmic reslm!

Anoient philosophers divided the hesvens inte three greater dlvisions or
apheres -- the lower, middle and upper f{irmsments, The lower flrmament comprises
an immaterial sphere, concentric with the Source, extending through one=third of
the space between the earth’s surface and the central Source. The middle fir-
mement comprises the next cne-third of space in the hesverly realm, ard the
upper firmament is the lest one-thlrd, reaching the Scurce,

Various occcult writers have further divided the three fundamental heavenly
zones into additicnal spheres -- all Cosmle spheres, 1 repest, conceastric with
the Scurce. Mystical Seionce teaches that there are twenty-one spheres, or
divisions of space, in the {osmic realm between tho esarth's surface ard the
Source, Eash of ths three firmaments may be divided into seven sub-spheres,
making twenty-one Cosmic spheres in the heevenly realm,

Life After Death

The relevance of thils description of the heavenly spheres to our subject
wiil now be mede mpparent, Following death, or ftransition, the s2elf 1s magne-
tically attrected to that sphere of the higher realm whieh ecerrespoads with the
degree of apiritusl development which it has attained. The greater the spiri-
tual unfoldment and development of all the hlgher qualities of self, the nearer
to the Scurce is its status between pericda of esrthly existence. Conversely,
tte more derkened, bestial and insensitive the personality, the cleoser will it
be to the greose earthly sphere in the after-life.

The first, second, third and other lesser spheres of the spiritual world,
counting from the earth upward, ere the abode in the efter=-life of all those
who, regardless of wealth, power or station among men, have made little spiritual
and morel progress, They were insensitlve to spirituel values during life, end
after death cannot vibrate harmoniously in the higher realms of spirituality.
All of us correspond in ¢ur development %o soms sphara of the divins realm, and
folilowing our inevitable demise we shall manifest there while awaiting the pro-
nitious moment for our next innarnatiocn,

The degree of consciousness of the individual meonad in the after-life
corresponds again to one's spiritual development. In other words, ths more de-
veloped personalities will kmow more and learn more while in the Cosmio rsalm
than the less awakened entitles., Cosmiec consciousness is, in some respects, a
progressive state of Divine awarensse.: The meore adwvanced in Cosmic status, the
more extended will be the conseicusness cof the evolving personality. Cne who
has attained the awereness of an Adept or Master has encompassed in consciousness
all the spheresz of the Cosmic realm and is wholly one with God,

After & very considerable number of lifetimes the self is mearing the goal
of Mastershlip, which means liberstion from the law of rebirth, In the divine
plan we ares all destined for this higher development, but it will require many
asons for all the struggling monads to achieve this true freedom.

Spiritual Communiontions
This conception of the spiritual world end conditions of the after-life
sheds light on certein problems of ccmmunication or rapport with disembodied en-
titiee. Mony occult students who have attended spiritual gatherings, seances
and similsr econclaves have been distressed by some of the unpleasant manifesta-
tions they have witnessed. Indecorous language, curses, lies, threats and other
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unpleasant and unspiritual utteranses have been commuiiceted presumably from
entities wholly psychie and non=material in sxistence. Accopting the faect that
soms or these communications were genuine, their mendaciovs end unmoral chuaracher
is explained by the faot that these entities dwelt wholly in the lowest spherss
of the Cosmic world., Since the real purposes of some so-called spiritual gathe-
arings are worldly, commercial or entirely personal it is inevitable that only
ontities of the lowest spheres of oomsciousness would be attrasted.

Doea Denth Change Us?

A very essential point in understanding our status end possibilities in the
aftar=1ife ie in relation to the opportunities of development while in the purely
spiritual comdition, There are many who belleve that death is a 2reat purgation,
that somehow the casting off of the material, finite body provides a wonderful
cleansing for the soul, and that all the faults and weaknesses of the pereconality
are figuratively washed away by the awesome experience of death. Their view is
that death in some mysterious way provides & kind of Cosmic washing=-rack, arcd
a8 the sslf passes through the portal of death it is scrubbed and cleaned until
mest of the sin is washed away and the individual ia greatly purified, spirit-
ualized and even illuminsated.

Wheat strange things might follow if this were really truei If death were
the great olesnssr of sin and moral weslmess, if it could purify us and provide
the higher illumination we all so ardently seek, then logieally we should all
invite death with & most powerful desirel If this teaching wers to become popu~
lar there would be a wave of sulcides and self-destrustion such as the world
has never seen! Fortunately, the intuitive wisdom of manking governs most of
us and while we do not regard death as any final enemy, atill we realize that
wo must struggle with and seek to maester the experiences of life until our tran-
gition ia deoreed by a Power wlser than surselves,

The plain truth ia that we sre very much the same in character and person-
ality following deoath aa we were while still manifested on this sphere., Siewart
Edward White makes thls point admiredly in his last book, "With Folded Wings,"
in coungel received from a highly evolved intelligenes.

While manifested in the Cosmie realm between incernationa we obtain a ser-
tain perspective of our EKarmie pattern of development; we consider the virtues
and error’? of the life recently closed, and the reguirementz that will be exacbted
of us in the future. As said before, the greater the unloldmeant of the monad,
the more inclusive is this perspective in the Cosmiec interval petween earthly
expressions. IUndoubtedly we are conscious of loved ones znd others whose vibra=
tory note of personality harmonizes with our own. We cannot be fully sonsclous
of the apheres above usz; we musti attain their awarenmess through loving serviecs
and mystical development.

Here, then, is aencther strong logioal argument for the necessity of rebirth,
It is profoundly untrue that after one brief lire on earth of some sixty or
seventy years, all future unfoldment and spiritual progress can be made solely
in the Cosmic realm. The Esoterie Tradition of wisdom resounds te the note that
ecrthly lessons cannot be learned in the divine realm, and that earthly obliga=-
tions and Karma must be pald here. This is why we return to the earthly sphere
of privation and fregquent suffering, time after time, until we heve leasarnsd all
the lessons which this stern school requires, Then and then only are we preparsed
to be "graduated." Then have we arrived at the blessed pinnacle of lastership.
Eventually we shall all attain this marvellous freedom of development; until that
time, we come under the law of rebirth and Xarms, '



*kkkkkk

Te
Evalution of Selfhoed
Let ue somplete the picturs and survey the goal, We are developing and

unfelding the spirituel powers of self, end not the scul. Our concept of the
soul is comparable to the Over-soul of the Emersonian writing., Soul is the
vitallzipng, life-giving extenaion of the divine nature; it is everywhere, and
gives 1life to ell creatures, to the entire living universe and everything in it.
The whole Coamcs i3 ensouled by the indwelling essence and power of (God,

We are evolving the inner gelf, the moet real end the only eternal part of
our beinge, Accepting the logic of reincarnation, we have had many physical
bodies, and shall doubtless heve gquite a few more. Yet the same selfhood has
manifested through ell these expressions, the same sternal YOU. The self exists
and growa in the ground of soul just as a seed pianmted in the Eoll will grow and
develop under favorable conditions,

Cuwr evolution is, in a sense, a long homeward journey, We are prodigal
chlildren whose loving Fathersiother Prineciple iz petiently and tolerantly wait-
ing to receive us. 4mid all ths uncertainties of life, especially in this
perilous stomiec apge now openlng bsfore us, there 1s one fixed destiny: we are
slowly evolwing toward Mastership and divine illumination, The spirituslization
of humanity, yes, end of nature and all oreaturse, iz the inner purpose of the
entire evolutionary scheme. It camnot be hurried; we have all time end eternity
in which to painfully and glericusly work our way forward,

Those who have attained Mestership no longer are bound strictly by the law
of rabirth, They may choose to assums material bodies for pericds of time in
vhich to gerve wmankind, but it is aleso thelr privilege to inspire and uplift en=
tirely from the spiritual world., Ow svolution wiil not cease when sarth's ties
hare been left behind. Then we must rise up the spiral of oconsciousness, round
by round, wntll at long last we shall be wholly reintegrated with the ineffable
Source.

Some will protest this last phase of svolution, They faar the loss of
thelr preeclous individualitiea, that somehow all they hawve worked to achileve
will b® leost or simply swept away, The Mind of the Absolute, of God, is enalo-
gous to the pure white light whieh, when passed through a prism, shows all the
heautiful solors of the spectrum,

Surely the Cosmio Mind is suf'ficiently inclusive and omnisclent to encome
pase all that each monad is able to develop im the way of distinctive character
end individuality ! It is the seeming paradox of divine captivity and perfecst
freadom, The pure light of Infinite Mind will contain mll the beeutiful shadingse
of esolor that individualities may provide, but still it will be absolutely per«
feet and harmopious,

Reunion with God
Can any more suitable or permanent goal for mankind be visualized, than tao
be forever united with the All-Wise, All-loving and All-Powerful Deity?

Nearly all spiritually-minded persons, whatever their particular beliefs,
will socept this final goal for humanity in principle, Mystical Soiesnce, through
1t teschings of rebirth of personality and Karma, supports the hopes and argu~
monts for Ilmmortality with logical points of doctrine which appesl to the in=
tuitive senses of mankind, Reinoarnation teaches that we can and will live
eternally, but that we muat earn and deserve this blessed prospect.,
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I hope the thoughts of this essay will reveal %o our readsrs that death iz
a not unfamiliar gateway to the Hipgher World and its spheres whieh ocmprise the
avenue of our ascent to the Souree; that our status la the after-life is
dirsotly related to the lif'e we have led here, end the spiritual unfoldment we
have attalned through loving service, study, meditation and our geod works; that
we heve returned many times before and shall do so again to this mundane aghool
of experience, but that our ultimate goel iz grounded in the Absolute Powsr and

Love of God which long ago gent us Forth and to vhich most definitely we shall
return,
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