SASQUATCH

    Six- to eight-feet tall, heavy build, covered with short dark hair, walking upright on two legs, with human-like footprints—such a creature does not exist in the standard zoology texts.  Cryptozoologists (those who search for hidden animals that science ignores) and those who claim to have seen this creature take the Sasquatch (also known as Bigfoot) seriously.

    And there are a lot of people who claim to have seen the Sasquatch.  Several years ago experts in this field compiled a list of Sasquatch sightings from 1818 to 1980, which was documented and published in several books.’ These books contain almost 1,000 sightings and this doesn’t count the sightings that were never reported or the reported sighting the interviewers missed

    There have also been reports of discoveries of huge footprints without an actual sighting of the hairy creature.

    There is certainly a lot of evidence for the existence of Sasquatch.  The majority of sightings come from the Western states and provinces, from British Columbia in the north down through Washington, Oregon and California.  However, sightings have been reported from virtually all the states and most of Canada, as well.

    Some of the reports include strange features of a paranormal nature, such as telepathic communication between Sasquatch and human, or that Sasquatch is immune to gunfire and can suddenly disappear, or that it is somehow associated with UFO’s.

     Some experts in this field of research have gathered new information of the North American Sasquatch scene from the 1980’s.  The continued reporting of sightings should silence those critics who claimed that Sasquatch was only a 1970’s media event.  It is true that there was a huge increase in sightings in that decade, and that the situation in now quieter, but Sasquatch has certainly not disappeared.

     It is frustrating for scientists that, despite the long history of sightings, there is still no solid evidence for Sasquatch’s existence:  There have been no corpses, no bones, no teeth and only a few hairs that might have come from a Sasquatch but which aren’t much use as evidence because there is nothing to compare them to.  There isn’t even a photograph that everyone accepts as real.

     The nearest thing they have is a film shot October 20, 1967 at Bluff Creek, California by a man known as Roger Patterson.  The film (35 years later) is still the subject of much controversy.

     Roger Patterson passed away some years ago but his colleague on the day the film was shot, Robert Gimlin, is alive and still maintains that the film shows a genuine Sasquatch, and not a man in a fur suit.  In an interview given to the Seattle, Washington, Post Intelligencer in 1985, Mr. Gimlin described what actually happened, and how he feels about it now.

     He and Mr. Patterson were on horseback about 50 miles from the nearest road, searching for Sasquatch after having heard of tracks being found in the area. “We made the bend and around the big tree, here this thing was just standing.  We were on one side of the creek, the creature on the other and our horses went crazy.  Roger’s horse went bananas.”  Patterson’s horse reared and he slid off its back, pulling his movie camera from his saddlebag.

     “As this was going on, this creature turned and started to walk away from us, slow like a man would if he were walking down the street, but as it did this, Roger ran across the creek behind it, but then stumbled on a sandbar.  It was all happening just boom, boom, boom.  He was shooting the camera as he was running.  He hollered back for me when he stumbled and fell.  He said, ‘Cover me!’ and, naturally, I knew what he meant.

     “So I rode across the creek on my horse and took my rifle out of the saddle bag and just stood there (point but not aiming the rifle at the beast).  When I did this, this creature was quite a little ways away from me – about 90 feet – and it turned and looked at me; just turned as it was walking away.  It never stopped walking.  And then I heard Roger say, “Oh, my God, I ran out of film.”  What he’d been doing was taking scenery-type pictures all the way up, see, and it was one of them old cameras where you had to get underneath something, in the dark, to change the film.”

     By the time he was able to change the film, the Sasquatch had gone.  Mr. Gimlin says he has no doubt that the Sasquatch they saw was real.  “I’d have been better off if I said long ago that I believe it was a man in a fur suit because I took so much ridicule about it.  But Roger’s been dead a long time now, so I kind of feel I owe it to people to tell about what we saw.”  Mr. Gimlin has no financial interest in the film, and could easily have made plenty of money selling his story to the media.  That he has not done so tends to support his claim that Patterson captured a genuine Sasquatch on film.  There are many scientists who think the same.

     One scientist who is working in the Sasquatch field is Dr. Grover Krantz, an anthropologist specializing in human evolution.  He became interested after analyzing the footprints of a crippled Sasquatch found in the snow at Bossburg, Washington in 1969.  In 1982 he analyzed casts of footprints found in the Blue Mountains of southern Washington and northern Oregon.

     These tracks were particularly impressive to Dr. Krantz because they showed the fine lines called dermal ridges, which would be extremely difficult for a hoaxer to add to fake a foot.  More tracks  showing these patterns have been found since 1982.  In 1987, Dr. Krantz saw the tracks himself, in two locations.  Fingerprint experts have examined the casts and the longer they take to look at them, the more likely they are to say that they are authentic.

     However, seasoned Sasquatch hunter Rene Dahinden studied tracks found in Walla, Walla, Washington in November 1987 and concluded that they were fake, probably made by the hoaxer’s hand.  Along with other researchers, Dr. Krantz is convinced that an actual body must be obtained to prove, once and for all, that Sasquatch does exist.

     With no body to examine, it isn’t possible for anyone to say whether Sasquatch is animal or human.  Some armed witnesses say they have felt unable to shoot it because it looked human.  There are several possible theories as to what Sasquatch is.  One popular idea is that it is Gigantopithecus, a creature that lived in southern China 500,000 years ago – but no one knows whether Gigantopithecus was human or animal.

     Positive identification of the creature must wait until the scientists have physical remains to study.  In the meantime, it is disappointing that most scientists won’t pay attention to the reports that are regularly published in the press, describing new sightings of what may be a rare prehistoric survival.

     Of course, they are right to be cautious.  Hoaxes do occur.  A good example; In the mid 1980’s a gentleman by the name of Craig Alan Brashear was fined $10 plus court costs for impersonating a Sasquatch.

     Following reports of strange noises in the woods and bad smells (often reported by Sasquatch witnesses), Mr. Brashear dressed in a costume of fake fur and a wolfman mask and stepped into the light from car headlights.  Even though this was a hoax, it’s hard to believe that the hundreds of sightings could have been of hoaxers in fur suits.

     Other witnesses may have misidentified animals such as deer or bears – especially in poor light or with only partial sighting of the creature – but again witnesses are often hunters who are familiar with deer and bears.  They are often positive that what they saw was neither of those.  Some of the large footprints may have been hoaxes, but surely not those discovered in remote areas where few people go.

     Hoaxes and misidentifications undoubtedly occur, but it is likely that all of the thousands of sightings and footprints recorded over the last hundred years were fakes?  Experts in this field ask us to keep an open mind about the reality of this elusive giant, as we read about some of the more recent sightings.

     In February 1986, five miles north of Veedersburg Indiana a couple parked on the side of the road to let the rain die down saw what they believe to be a Sasquatch walk in front of their car’s headlights. “Both of us saw it.” The female reported. “We watched it until it faded out of sight.  It went from the left side of the road to the right.  “I saw it from the waist to the back of its shoulders.  Its shoulders are what amazed me.  Its hair looked like the color of a dirty collie’s hair.  It looked clumped.  It looked like it weighted 300 pounds easy.  And it wasn’t 300 pounds of fat – it was a hard body.”  The man added.

     They agreed it was eight- to nine feet tall and moved in an upright position.  Both also agreed that they had never see anything like it before.

     Toward the end of April, a Sasquatch  apparently visited a house on the Rocky Boy Reservation in Montana.  About 30 large footprints were found outside Jimmy Eagleman’s house, in a fenced garden containing dense, hard earth.  They had four toes and were about 14-inches long, eight-inches wide and two-inches deep.  Tribal Police Captain Larry Bernard, weighing 200 pounds, was unable to make a dent in the soil when he tried to duplicate the tracks.

     The trail led off into the Bearpaw Mountains, and long reddish hairs were found on a barbed-wire fence.  Pete Walking Eagle, who was staying in the house, said they heard noises, but saw nothing when they looked outside.  His brother had seen a strange creature a while before.  “It was big and red, and running down the road like an ape.” The brother stated.

     Another Sasquatch was seen in Decker Chapel, Indiana in September.  Barbara Crabtree saw a seven- to eight-foot creature standing in a cornfield behind her home.  It had dirty white hair and smelled bad.  It also had huge eyes, “but I couldn’t tell you what color they were because I didn’t wait around long enough to look.”

     She believes it took a chicken that she threw in the garbage earlier, because it was gone when she checked.  The same night, when she and her husband were returning from a movie, Mr, Crabtree saw the same creature coming out of the woods beside the road.  A few days later, Mrs. Crabtree heard loud growling outside the house, and the dog was barking.  When her husband put on the front porch light, the growling stopped, but began again on the other side of the house.

     Some experts seem to think this was another instance of the Sasquatch approaching rural houses in search of food.  It is interesting that the last two reports were of white-haired creatures.  “White hair isn’t reported as often as dark hair, but it isn’t uncommon either.” One expert explains.

     Also at the end of September a Sasquatch was seen again near Little Eagle, South Dakota.  There were many sightings here during the late 1970’s, turning this tiny Indian trading post into a center of hectic activity as outsiders flocked in to search for Sasquatch.

     This new sighting was by three teenagers who were hunting on a ridge 10 miles northwest of Little Eagle.  Their Jeep had stalled, and they were walking back to town when they saw three black creatures maybe 10-feet tall.  They were moving rapidly, walking upright on two legs.  All three boys are seasoned hunters, but were scared by what they saw.

     On a farm in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula, 13-year-old Tina Barone had quite a surprise when she went into the barn one Friday night in mid-November.  There had already been some unusual activity by an unknown creature, with doors ripped off their hinges, grain barrels overturned, fences damaged and screaming heard.  Then came Tina’s experience.  She was with her 12-year-old sister.

     “Roxanne was scared to go into the barn because she’d heard noises before.  I said I would go first, so I reached for the light.  I felt fur.  It felt thick and dirty.  At first I thought it was a goat or something, so I took my glove off and touched it again.  It was tall with red eyes and big and black and furry, and stood on two legs.  It had a deep growl.”  

     She turned to walk slowly from the barn, so as not to provoke the creature.  “It started walking out behind me and I started running.”  But it never tried to harm her.

     Eighteen-year-old David, the girls’ cousin, got his shotgun.  “It was some kind of animal,” he said, “but I can’t describe what.  It was about seven- or seven-and-a-half-feet.  I didn’t shoot to kill.  I just shot in the air to scare it away.  It was standing on two feet and had real long arms – between a bear and an ape, that’s what I think.  I’ve never seen a Sasquatch, so I have no idea if it was one of those.”

     Tina’s mother, Cindy Barone, saw the creature, too, early in December.  “It sort of sits near the barn facing the house so it can look at us.  It’s done it before.  I think it’s after our apples or grain molasses – our bags of grain have been broken into.  If it goes into hibernation now and disappears, then we will know for sure.”  She believed it was a pet bear that had escaped from its owner two years before.

     But the Sasquatch experts didn’t think it was a bear.  The descriptions given sound much more like a Sasquatch, especially since the creature walked on two legs, which isn’t usual with bears.  Michigan Department of Natural Resources wildlife biologists were also doubtful about it being a bear.  They said that a bear would have been seen more often.  “Bears are very visible.  They aren’t nocturnal, and they have no natural enemies – so they don’t try to hide.  It isn’t very likely one could be here without someone seeing it.”

     Sasquatch sightings in the western states and Canada aren’t as frequent as they used to be, but the next report does come from Washington State, and has proved to be very controversial.  The witness Paul Freeman, a 30-yesr-old Forest Service patrolman working in the Umatilla National Forest in the Walla Walla area of the Blue Mountains.  It was an early morning, mid June. He was alone in the forest.  “Suddenly I saw something step off a bank about 10-feet high and down on to the road.  I saw him about the same time he saw me.  He looked like all the pictures I’ve seen of prehistoric man.  He was real hairy – reddish-brown hair.  It was so thick you couldn’t see through it on his shoulders, arms and legs.  But on his face and chest it was thin enough to see his skin, the color of brown leather.

     “I was 65 yards away from him and I just stood there looking at him and he looked at me.  I could hear him breathing real heavy as though he’d been running and I could see the muscles in his stomach moving.  But that was the only noise he made.  I was scared and started backing away.  He made the hair stand up on his neck and shoulders just like a dog does when it tries to frighten someone.  When he saw I wasn’t coming any further he turned and walked up the road.”

     Mr. Freeman thought the Sasquatch was at least eight-feet tall, and very heavy.  He was convinced that he wasn’t looking at a bear, with which he was very familiar, or a man in a gorilla suit – he could see the muscles moving in its legs, arms and shoulders.  “I’ve been working in the wilderness for years and never seen anything like it.”

     Shortly after telephoning them from a forest service cabin, Mr. Freeman was joined by colleagues, and together they photographed and took casts of the footprints left by the creature.  They found 21 tracks, each 14-inches long by seven-inches wide, and six to eight feet apart.  A week later, more tracks were found.  Some were one-inch deep in moist ground, and there were appeared to be two creatures, each estimated to weigh about 600 pounds.

     These were the tracks on which Dr. Grover Krantz found evidence of dermal ridges, and in the following years Mr. Freeman continued to find tracks in the Blue Mountains.

     Another Sasquatch sighting took place in Grant’s Pass, Oregon.  A motorcyclist from Nevada, riding through the rain, stopped to report to police that he had seen a seven-foot, hairy creature.  His headlights showed it standing upright on the road, and as he approached, it turned to look at him before running off the road.

     In another report, 34-year-old Fred Ranaudo, who was camping in the woods at Lawrenceburg, New York, on a warm mid-June evening said, “I lit a fire, my truck was parked right beside me, and I was sort of laying there in my sleeping bag.  I was on a high part of the terrain.  Down below me toward the road was a creek, and a beaver pond.  I let the fire go out, and I went to sleep.”  He woke about 3:30 a.m., and heard cries from a wooded area close by.

     :I sat upright, and I was looking around.  There was no moon, but the stars were out.  I’d been awake for a while, and my eyes were adjusted to the night.  I was sitting up, and I turned around.  I heard this thing coming through the underbrush.  It was making loud thuds.  I could hear its feet hitting the ground.  I could hear it coming for quite a distance before I saw it, but finally I saw this white shape coming out of the darkness.

     “It was walking at a good pace, but the thing was that it was breathing real hard like it had been running real hard.  They were big, heavy noises, you know, very loud.  My eyes were popping open.  It was 50 to 75 yards away.  About the size of a sheet of plywood, so I figure it must have been about nine-feet tall.  Anyway it was coming up, and it didn’t see me yet.

     “All of a sudden, it sees me, and it hops up in the air.  It made a big hop, and then it made two little hops after that.  It didn’t make any other noises other than continued heavy breathing.  I jumped out of my sleeping bag and got into the truck.  It was very large, white and furry.  I was looking at it pretty closely, and even though I couldn’t see it clearly, I definitely had a feeling about what it was.  I rolled the window down and stuck my head out, and I could see it fading back into the darkness.  And then it disappeared, and I didn’t hear it any more.”

     The next day, he found 15-inch footprints where the Sasquatch had been.  When he told people, he got the usual mixed reactions.  He wouldn’t have minded if they hadn’t been in such a rush to find the creature.

     “I’d just as soon they leave him alone.  I know I believe it.  I don’t really care if anybody else believes it.”

     Another location of repeated sightings was Colonial Beach, Virginia, where there had been some strange events, notably bad smells, and nocturnal screaming in the mid and late 70’s and early 80’s and then quiet again.  But in the mid 80’s the activity began again, and on June 20, 1985 a sighting took place.

     The family was in the kitchen that night, when they saw a tall ape-like creature in the backyard.  Its eyes were glowing white.  In August, more sightings were made of a dark form moving into the woods, and a neighbor saw a dark form sitting on a log in her backyard.  It ran away into the woods.  Activity continued through 1986 and into 1987, with dark shapes and white eyes being seen at night.

     Early in 1986, David Brown saw a Sasquatch while searching for ginseng on Taylor’s Ridge, Chattooga County, Georgia.  He heard noises and shouted out to what he thought was a friend, but there was silence.  Then he heard a noise behind him, turned and saw the Sasquatch 25 feet away.  It was breathing hard, as if it had been running.  “I was frozen to the ground, I couldn’t move,” remarked Mr. Brown.  “I was afraid it would attack me.”

     He got a good look at the creature, which he described as seven-and-a-half-feet tall and weighing 350 to 400 pounds, with a horrible smell.  It was covered with hair that fell in thick blacks locks, and the face looked monkey-like, with large eyes, a flat nose and thick lips.

     It seemed to be old and had no teeth, but that made no difference to Mr. Brown.  “I thought it would eat me.”  Its left arm and leg appeared to be hurt, and the left hand had long, curved fingernails, but the right hand had short fingernails and appeared normal.

     Asked if it might have been a bear, Mr. Brown responded:  “It was no bear.  I sat and stared at him three or four minutes and it wasn’t like a bear I’ve ever seen.”  The encounter ended when the creature grunted and walked down the ridge.

     Another sighting that had many witnesses occurred on April 24, 1987.  Three out-of-work loggers pulled their truck off Highway 89 near Truckee, California, to eat dinner.  They were brewing coffee when they heard a scream.  They saw a hairy animal nine-or 10-feet tall, burnt-black in color and standing on its hind legs.  When it saw them, it moved away, walking with long strides.  They reported their sighting to the police, who questioned them and established that they were convinced it wasn’t a bear.  “They were very shaken up,’ said the sheriff.

     Witness Walter Bowers, Sr. has shot four bears and knows what they look like.  When he saw a Sasquatch in October in 1987 and reported it by phone to the game warden, the man laughed and said it was probably a bear or a moose.  When Mr. Bowers reported he knew the difference between what he saw and a bear and a moose, the warden got angry and hung up.  Walter Bowers, a retired caretaker, was our pheasant hunting at Salisbury, New Hampshire.  As he crossed a field, he felt he was being watched.  Then he saw the Sasquatch, out in the field.

     “This thing was big – at least nine feet.  Maybe less, maybe more, because I didn’t stick around too long to do any measuring.  The whole body was covered with hair.  I would say it was kind of a grayish color, from where I was standing.  Of course the sun was coming up facing me, but it wasn’t that bright.  The face, I couldn’t make that out too good.  The hands were like yours or mine, only three times bigger, with pads on the front paws, like a dog.  Long legs, long arms.  It was just like a gorilla.  It could make your hair stand up.”

     The creature ran off toward a large swamp after a few moments.  Mr. Bowers remembered that only recently a hunter had told him how he had seen two strange creatures walking across this same field.

     The experts say, these reports show that the usual explanations of misidentified bears or deer or hoaxes won’t stand up to examination in most cases.  The creatures, often seen clearly, don’t look like bears or deer; and hoaxers would be crazy to go wandering through the woods dressed in fur suits, knowing that trigger-happy hunters might take a shot at them.  

     Even if we can discard 50 percent of the reports as dubious, there are still many good reports by reliable witnesses that cannot be ignored.  Their message, incredible though it may seem, is that Sasquatch sometimes known as Bigfoot is alive and well, and living in North America.
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