JAPANESE SOLDIERS AND CROCODILES

QUESTION: The author admitted in the preface there were many crocodile attack reports in Japanese occupation territory though he denied the possibility of the Ramree crocodile massacre ever known. Can he show some of such reports?

ANSWER: Yes, he can. The author thinks such the event in his story happened many times in many places throughout the southern front. Most of those probably escaped record and vanished into the darkness of history. Still many ex-soldiers described crocodile attacks in their memoirs or accounts of war. Examples are as follows:

Here is a celebrity named Shigeru Mizuki who has been far ahead of the author at the art university. Mr. Mizuki was also drafted during World War II and sent to New Britain Island, one of fierce battlefields in the southern front, although he is now a comic artist whose "Kitaro in the Gegege Forest" is so popular as to make almost all Japanese know his name. According to his "Account of Rabaul Battles," he has witnessed a crocodile come up suddenly and grab one of new conscripts once there when he and this recruit were wading across a murky river about 100 meters wide. After that, much scared Mr. Mizuki never entered water without a canoe. He still experienced being chased by another crocodile when he canoed down a river later. He lost his head and control of the canoe and was thrown out of it. He said he was terrified to death though he was unscathed then.

The author has a acquaintance in his hometown. This old man belonged to 143 Infantry Regiment known as "Uno Force" and took part in the First Akyab Operation (31-Go). During his service in Mayu Peninsula, he was forced to wade across creeks day after day until his feet got soaked and wrinkled. Still worse, he always suffered from starvation because their line of supply was poor and uncertain in such the remote region. So he and his colleagues sometimes tried to hunt crocodiles for food. Crocodile meat is edible and has become a delicacy in South East Asia or in Australia. They might have heard anything of that kind. But he also testified a crocodile was such a deft, clever animal that it often ran from men nicely when they hunted it and counterattacked to prey on them when they were off their guard. It was literally an eat-or-be-eaten world according to him.

