Heaven and Earth:

Chinese Key

Setting:

TianDi--means “Heaven, Earth.” As alluded to by the opening quote, TianDi is a place within everyone, a place that everyone searches for. It is, in essence, a personal Utopia, one’s calling in life. It is not a specific geographical region.


As this is a fable, all the people of Mainland China are aware of the story of Zhao Xin De, and so the particular region where his family ended up is referred to as TianDi.

Main Characters:

Zhao Xin De--his name is a play on words. It is a regular Chinese name. However, depending on the characters used, it could have multiple meanings. Here Zhao is a common last name. However, it also can mean “to find, or search for.” Xin either can mean “money” or “heart.” De can mean “integrity, virtue”, or to “to obtain.” 

Hua Mei Li--his wife’s name is a play on words also. Hua is a common last name, but it also means “flower.” Mei Li is a common name for girls, but it can also mean “beautiful”, hence she is a beautiful flower. 

Other Phrases in Alphabetical Order:

Bu Yao—“No” or, literally, “Don’t want.”

Si--“death” or “die” Thus when he says, Wo Bu Yao Si, he is saying, “I don’t want to die” 

Hui--will. So when he says, Wo Bu Hui Ba, he is taking control and saying, “I will not die.”
DaoLu—“the road, the path.” It is the path the Daoist philosophers referred to; the path that leads to truth and enlightenment.
GaoShan—tall mountain

Hua Hen Mei Li—“The flowers are very beautiful” A play on Xin De’s wife’s name (Hua Mei Li) since the pink flowers blooming are exactly where she was eaten by the dragon.

HuaQian YueXia—another Chinese phrase usually used for lovers. It translates “Before Flowers, Under the moon.” That is where lovers are made. In this piece it makes reference to Xin De’s wife, as well as the geographical region of TianDi. It leads one to ask. Who is Xin De’s love? His wife? His rice? The riches he hopes to make from rice?

QiQiu Yu Duo--QiQiu is often said when seeking the gods help. It means “to ask, or seek.” YuDuo is a common phrase in China. Duo means “a lot, much, more.” Yu means “fish”, it can also mean “surplus”—a phrase of prosperity. Thus, Xin De could be praying for more fish, or he could be praying for money, prosperity, more than the next person.

QuanGuo DiuLian Le—“the entire country has lost face.”
Ren Wai Cai Si—this is part of another common Chinese phrase meaning, “the man that seeks after riches dies.”

Si Zhan Huo Ren Kai—This is a key phrase in China, and in the story. It literally means, “The stop that death brings is for the living man to open.” It is used to mean that one’s success is up to them. Here, Xin De again takes control and basically says, I am in control now. I decide what is right, wrong, and how successful I will  be, not the gods.

TianDi Lai Le—“TianDi has arrived, come” they have found their personal TianDi.

Wo Ai Ni—“I love you.”
Xin De’s song:

Wo De Jia. (My house) MeiWei de Jia. (the house of everyone) Zai TainDi Shang (In Earth and Heaven)Women Bian Yige MeiHua.  (We will become a beautiful flower) Wo de Jia. (My house) Hua Qian YueXia.(Before the flowers and under the moon.)

ZhenLi—“truth”

