            Is Alex Rodriguez the Best Player in Baseball?
   A Rod is a very good player, but , not the best. He is a poor teammate, can’t hit in the clutch, makes too many errors, and simply hotdogs too much. This man makes 28 million a year, and that’s just his salary. His endorsement money is hard to track accurately. I’ve been a fan since 1952 and have yet to see a single man worth 28 million, and I’ve seen some greats in those 56 years of baseball. 

   His batting average is not very good and he strikes out a lot. He is supposed to have a lot of power and does show it at times, when he feels like it. Alex is a overpaid player, trying to get all he can on and off the field, money wise. He wants to be accepted so bad, but , he doesn’t have the right ingredients to make a good teammate. He is in the same class of another great player, Barry Bonds. Even his own teammates don’t like to associate with him. He doesn’t care if the team wins, as long as he looks good. As seen this past season, he doesn’t take criticism very well at all. I guess he thinks because he is in New York and makes all that money everyone should bow to him. Well, you have to be a people person first and foremost, especially in New York, and with your teammates. One man doesn’t control wins and losses, especially a 3rd baseman, with average fielding skills, and very evident lack of hustle. Alex simply needs to grow up, and , respect what he has and respect the people that helped him get where he is now.
   Chemistry is the name of the game in team sports and Alex doesn’t possess any that is noticeable most of the time. Jeter tries to stick up for him and Alex doesn’t hardly acknowledge that helping hand. Baseball at last I checked, was a 9 man team sport on the field. If Alex would improve his fielding, genuinely show some hustle, and concentrate on the game, instead of worrying what time he is meeting Madonna after the game, he would be a lot better player. He would certainly gain more respect from the fans, media and his own teammates. Until such time, he is simply a very good player, not great, and grossly overpaid. For the money he makes, he should sell the tickets, seat the fan, give them a drink and sandwich, and thank them as they are leaving for coming to watch him. At the present time, the best all around player in the major league is playing 1st base in St. Louis. This man Pujols, truly is a team player and will do whatever it takes to win. He also is very active and visible in lots of charity work. At the end of their careers, Pujols will outshine A Rod.
   Alex is still young enough to right his wrong doings and get headed in the right direction. As he stands now, he would be another Bonds going to a different team. The owner would pay him well, but , teammates would not welcome him with open arms. Just as nobody wants to have Bonds on their team. While Alex is a good player, he won’t reach the star status that everybody thinks he will, until he plays the game as it should be played, not just go thought the motions and collect that enormous paycheck every month.
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