                          Hunting Dog Training Tips
 There are 3 main dogs for water fowlers, Labrador, Chesapeake, and Golden Retrievers. I have always liked the Lab because of their short haired coat and good nature. The Golden has long shaggy hair and is hard to keep clean out in the brush and water. The Chesapeake is usually a one man dog and doesn’t behave around other hunters very well, very timid.

 Get a pup from a well known breeder, usually around 8 to 10 week old and make sure he or she has been vet checked. For the first few weeks let the young pup socialize with other pets and people. Wait until he is about 2 or 3 moths old and you can start in on his obedience training. Start simple and keep it short, about 10 minutes twice a day. The young pup has a short attention span right now, so don’t overdo. Start out with come, sit , stay and okay to release. Put about a 10 foot rope on his collar, make him sit and walk away from him telling him to stay. Walk the length of the rope and tell him come, if he doesn’t at first gently tug on the rope towards you, he’ll pick this up real quick. Stay is the hardest because he always wants to follow you around, but, he’ll learn this from repetition.  After you have these 3 commands mastered you can start teaching him to fetch.
 Make your fetch training like a game to him, both of you will enjoy it more. Use the rope and throw out a fetching dummy, make him sit until you tell him to fetch or dead bird, or whatever command you are going to use. Always use the same words, it is much easier for him to learn simple one syllable words than long drawn out phrases. After practicing the fetch with or without the rope, make sure he gives you the dummy in your hand or drops it at your feet. You will have to repeat this practice session many times. Fetching sometimes takes longer than anything you teach him. Some dogs will need to be force fetched and you can buy fine books to show you how or take him to a well known trainer. Even though he may learn fast and good, you’ll always have to have a few little training sessions, especially during off season.

 Obedience is the first and foremost thing to teach any dog, when he does something praise him in a soft happy voice. Always praise him even on the hunt. Next take him out in the country somewhere and take along your gun and a few shells. Make the dog sit behind you about 10 or 15 yards, fire your gun in the air and see what happens, he should stay where he is. Move him closer and try again, do this until he is right beside you and stays put when you fire. In a boat or in a blind there isn’t a lot of room and he needs to be still and quiet until you send him after a duck or goose.

 Remember to train him well and do it gently, make him your very best friend. Re-enforce your training every so often and always remember the praise when he does good. On those cold, rainy, snowy, sleet driven mornings in the boat or blind, he really is your very best friend and mine has been for almost 8 years now, sometimes he seems almost human.
