And now, a word from the Airline Industry:

We’re Sorry.

Really. Truly. 

We know our aircraft made convenient bombs when hijacked, killing thousands of people and causing millions in property damage. But in all fairness, the screeners we hired DID stop bombs and weapons from being smuggled onto planes FIFTEEN PERCENT of the time. And we know how you hate to wait in long lines.

We know that people have succeeded in breaking down our cockpit doors with ease—at least a dozen times prior to 2000. We thought of strengthening the doors, but that would cost money, and you really don’t want to pay an extra $5 for your trip to Des Moines, right?

We know that we’ve had pilots fly for fourteen hours in a row and we’ve never complied with FAA rules. But damn it, we said  we were going to get you there on time, and we meant it!

We know that we’ve fought against every regulation  for safety and security upgrades, including smoke detectors, fire suppression systems and non-exploding fuel tanks…but c’mon, our fuel tanks only explode every  four years!

We know that we make millions of dollars a day, and believe us, we’re not sorry about that. 

But Congress promised us fifteen billion of your tax dollars too, (for our executives and stockholders, not the 80,000 workers we laid off), and they’ve been a little slow in paying up. So would you please call or write your elected officials and tell them to hurry up and break out the checkbook?

Thanks. Once again, we’re sorry. But hey, let’s KEEP AMERICA FLYING!

