ACT 1 scene 1

(The sky was bright and the sun was out, every family were coming together as one, sharing love, telling stories of the past and most importantly eating Turkey. Before us was a flat and by the window of the kitchen was ROSE washing the dishes with her husband VICTOR helping her. At the dining table sat JULIET, JOHN and MIKE their children preparing the table. The house looks like those of a common worker having a set of chair, T.V and dinning table, the kitchen has a burner and a refrigerator. Suddenly, A knock was heard at the door and ROSE went to get it.)

ROSE

(She slowly walks to the door holding a plate well design with a US flag printed on it, she opens the door and to her greatest surprise, it was her son FRED; a well dress young man in his middle 20s with brown eyes, 6.6”tall and a muscular chest. He was carrying with him a traveling bag. And she screams to the top of her voice)

Fred? it is Fred (and she embrace him) Oh my baby, look at you I can hardly recognize you. Come in come in. (And she took off the bag from him and fully opens the door for him to come in)
FRED

(With great excitement, he looks at her carefully)

I miss you mum. Look at you; you still as young as I can remember you to be

ROSE

(Felling insulted)

What do you mean? Were you expecting and old lady? Oh no, I am still as young as ever. Infant I am even thinking of joining the beauty contest coming up next mouth. {Laugh}

FRED

(In a calm way)

No mum, I just thought you might have changed; you know the rivers are not always steady.

ROSE

(Rubbing her chin and raising her head up)

It could if only no one disturbs it. I remember when you were 15 and we all went for camping, (Smiling) boy, that river was as steady as the stars.

FRED

(Cutting in)

You are right mum, but don’t forget that when we step on it, the current following under pulls us away. So you see, the outward appearance doesn’t count. 

ROSE

(She smiles and then held him on the shoulder)

You speak just like your father. And you even have is looks, (Pulse for a sec) I am sure he will really be proud of that.

FRED

(Smiling back at her)

Thanks Mum, your beauty is just like the cloud that never passes by, that I am sure of. (Looking around the house) So where’s dad and the others?

VICTOR

(Walks toward the door)

Fred? Oh my god. I can’t belief my eyes. What have you done to my son?

FRED

(Confused)

It’s me dad, your old lost son.

VICTOR

(Laughing out, and he walks toward him and touch him on the shoulder)

Of course I know it’s you. (Looking at his eyes) I could even see my reflection in your eyes. So what took you so long?

FRED

Something came up that I didn’t expect.

VICTOR

(Anxious)

What happen, tell me. We were all worried about you, is every thing all right?

FRED

(Doing some explanation)

Yes everything is fine, I had a late flight and we even had to stay at the airport for some time because of the long line waiting to check in. (Turning to VICTOR) You wouldn’t belief it dad, Thousands of people crowed at the airport waiting to depart. In fact, air transportation is now becoming a way of life for thousands of people if not millions.

VICTOR

(Agreeing to his opinion and adding his)
You right son, it’s just like in the 1800’s when railroad was invented. Farmers were all happy and they were all shifting to the use of trains, not knowing that does Robber barons were all thieves. I guess the same thing is now happening.

FRED

(Cutting in)

No dad that was in the 1800’s we are now in the 1900’s things have change a lot. There are no longer such things as Robber barons.

VICTOR

(Angry. He tries to support his point)

So tell me, what has changed? Don’t you know that the total income of all workers worldwide is nothing compared to the money owned by the top 10 wealthy people? (Rest his hand at the door) And you are telling me things have changed.

ROSE

(Cutting into the picture and tries to stop the argument)

Honey, we don’t want to argue again, we just finish arguing about presidency and now you want to talk about Monopolies. Please cut it off.

VICTOR

(Screaming out)

That’s what is wrong with this country, no body what’s to talk about our problems anymore. All they care is about …

FRED

(Cutting in)

That’s not true dad, this is now a democratic country, and we all have the right to express ourselves and the way we feel. Million of people are now doing so and that’s what makes this country so great and…

VICTOR

(Stopping him from explaining)

What do you know about this country, you were only 18 when you left, and whatever you might have heard in the news in Africa are all politics.

FRED

Dad come on, you remember that I used to be one of the best student in my “American History” class while in high school? I even won the class cup in best student.

VICTOR

(Patiently speaking) 

Listen my boy; what ever they taught you back then in high school is only the good part of the country. No country will ever teach his student about their problem, defect, or downfall. When I was in high school, I was also taught the same way about this country and my father always speak about how the country was corrupt and no body listen to him. But now I have come to see the inequality between the wealthy and the poor.

ROSE

(Lifting the bags up and moving toward her husband)

Dear, will you at least let the boy sit down before you fill his head with your problem?

VICTOR

(Angry)

My problem? Is that what you have been thinking all this while. I’m talking about the problem of the country and you are telling me that’s my problem. Why is it that nobody ever appreciate what’s good for the country?

FRED

(Trying to cam him down)

Dad, take it easy, moreover the people you are fighting for are out there during their various jobs.

ROSE

(Supporting FRED)

That’s true dear, if you really think that you are right, why don’t you write a petition to the government. Who knows maybe they might listen to your cry.

FRED

That’s a good idea dad, if these is a democratic country then we all have the right to express ourselves, and we can start by you leading the way.

VICTOR

(In a low voice)

You all don’t understand, our country is going down right before our very eyes and you don’t care.

ROSE

(Trying to confront him)

Darling, of course we care, “what happens to the mother hen will also affect the child,” you used to say remember? What we are trying to say is that you are talking it too hard on yourself; you are not the only fateful American I know. Please for god sake just be a citizen for ones.

FRED

(Supporting ROSE)

Yeah dad, you are taking it too had, I’m surprise that you haven’t changed, just the same way you used to act when washing the 10pm news.

VICTOR

(Felling insulted)

Are you trying to insult me?

FRED

No dad, why would I? Please just talk it easy, just like mum said earlier “we are all fellow Americans”.

VICTOR

(Partially confronted)

Ok I will relax but one day you will realize all what I have been telling you and you would wish you hard listen to me.

FRED

That’s all right dad. (Turning to ROSE) So mum why did you look so worried when I came in.

ROSE

We were just worried because of the plane craze we saw on the news this morning. It was terrible; we heard that 285 people died including 5 crewmembers. Infant terrorist is no longer a source of income; it has become a major treat to humanity. And even the terror themselves are willing to give up there life’s for killing others.

VICTOR

(Cutting in with a loud voice)

You see what I mean? Terrorist has become major treat to humanity and the governments are doing nothing about it.

ROSE

(Trying to stop him)

Please honeys don’t go there again. The governments are doing their best to stop terrorist in this country. 

VICTOR

Then their best is not good enough. Oh I remember Jefferson, he is one great man that I will never forget. He made us see what being an American is all about, I think if he was still alive today we won’t have to worry about anything. He was really the “Man of the people”.

ROSE

That’s true but they were also other great presidents that change the country. Lincoln for instance is a great man that I will never forget. If not for him, America would have been divided. He held the country together even costing him his life (and she bow down her head for respect speaking in a low tone) May his soul rest in peace. (To FRED) so do you hear about the plane craze?

FRED

Oh yes, I heard about it, what a pity for those people who died. They might have being coming home to there family also. Anyway I’m glad that my plane has a nice flight. 

VICTOR

Don’t say that, didn’t I teach you how to have sympathy for others?

FRED

Yes you did, how could I have forgetting that? I guess I was wrong. Sorry dad.

VICTOR

You better be because if not for sympathy, they will be no love.

MIKE

[Walks in]

Hello big brother, long times no see. Look at you, you have grown so big to the extent that I couldn’t remember you if not for my glasses. I bet now all the girls will run after you like the flies following the anus. I heard you went to Africa, did you find any African girl? I bet they all crumble at your feet.

FRED

[Turning toward MIKE]

It’s a long story pal. [To ROSE] mum, what is for dinner, I really miss those foods of yours. Oh how I remember those cheese cake of your, that wakes me off my bed and inches my nose.

ROSE

I made some rice and a big Turkey; take off you coat and go sit at the dinning table. Your brother and sister are dieing to see you. And don’t forget to take off your shoes; I hope you haven’t forgot that so easily?

FRED

Okay mum, I could I forget that so easily? I almost toke off my shoes before coming out of the plane. It’s great to be home again. [To Emily] So mum how long have they been here?

ROSE

Well, your sister arrived this morning and Mike just arrives about 4hours ago, while John is still the only kitten living with his parent. [And she and her husband went out of the house to get some things]

MIKE

That’s right, I left the following year to Italy and Juliet also left for Canada. Why didn’t I hear from you since the last time you send me that telegram?

FRED

Oh, I’m really sorry, I have really been busy. You know with the work going on and other things, infant I could hardly sleep myself. So how come you are putting on those glasses, I thought you used to have the perfect eyes?

MIKE

Please don’t make fun of me, remember the big game I was suppose to play the next mouth before your departure? 

FRED

Yeah, I remember. What has it got to do with you wearing glasses?

MIKE

Well, I mess up so badly that I couldn’t have one touch down. I was just running in the field like a child looking for his mother. At the crowd, all I could see was mum and John. They were the only two people out there for me.

FRED

But where were Juliet and Dad?

MIKE

They had previously gone to the mall for shopping, and so they didn’t show up for the big game.

FRED

So what did you do? Was that why you were running about like a little baby?

MIKE

I don’t know, all I remember was that when I keep looking at the crowd I couldn’t find dad and Juliet there. I became hopeless out of expectation. Don’t you understand that was my biggest game I had ever played, and finally my dad and sister didn’t show up, not even my brother that was my best friend.

FRED

I’m really sorry, but you should have told me to stay? Why didn’t you stop me from going to Africa that mouth? I would have waited the following mouth after the game.

MIKE

How could I? When I know that you have always dream of going to Africa. I couldn’t have taking that dream away from you.

FRED

So what happen at the game?

MIKE

I keep on looking at the crowd hoping that they will show up, while mum and John wave they hands toward me. So out of frustration I couldn’t play, and I couldn’t tell the coach to take me out of the game. 

FRED

Why?

MIKE

Don’t you understand? People all over the country were they and even the collage coach was there to pick the best player.

FRED

So what then happen?

MIKE

And finally before the end of the game at about 5min to stopping time, then I saw dad walking in with Juliet smiling. I just stood still until my opponent came and threw me the floor, and before I knew it my eyes were closing.

FRED

So what then happen?

MIKE

I woke up seeing myself at the hospital; infant I could hardly read the Exist sign at the door. So the doctor came in and told me that I have been unconscious for the past three days.

FRED

So what did he say about your eyes?

MIKE

He told me that the fall had affected some part of my brain, which I didn’t understand what he was talking about. Any way he also said that it wasn’t a big problem and I will have to wear these glasses to correct them. And that is how I finally found myself wearing these glasses.

FRED

I’m really sorry for disappointing you, if I had known that it was that important to you, I wouldn’t have gone that mouth.

MIKE

It’s not your fault; you did what you were supposed to do. And that’s the right thing.

FRED

So what did the coach do? Did he reduce your paycheck?

MIKE

If he had done so, it would have been better. While still at the hospital, I receive a letter from him telling me how disappointed he was, even at my present condition. And said he had to replace me due to the fact that I wouldn’t be able to see well for the next five mouths.

FRED

So what did you then do?

MIKE

What else can I do, since the world have rejected I thought of going somewhere else to see what the world have left for me. So I went to Italy.

FRED

How were you able to afford the cost of going to Italy?

MIKE

Well, I gathered some money that I have made from the team and asked mum for some money also, and then I took a job as a cleaner and collected the together. So I end up with about $200 that I took and travel to Italy.

FRED

How much did dad gave to you before you left?

MIKE

The same thing he told you. Not even a word of blessing did he give me? He just told me that when he left is parent, he had just $50 and his father never gave him any money.

FRED

So that’s why he didn’t give you any money?

MIKE

I guess so, for all I know that was the reason he gave me.

FRED

So how did you survive?

MIKE

Well it’s a long story I have to stock my stomach before I could start talking about my mysterious life.

FRED

You don’t have a mysterious life, wait until you hear my own story, then you will know you were lucky.

MIKE

What are you talking about, I thought when you wrote me the telegram, and you told me you were the General Manager of an Oil company right?

FRED

That was just the beginning of the story. (ROSE and STEVE walk in)

ROSE

Okay boys, go the dinning table. Dinner will soon be ready. 

FRED

Okay mum, I could I forget? I almost toke off my shoe before coming out of the plane. It’s great to be home again. [He depart]

VICTOR

[Talking about Fred]

He has grown so big; it seems just like yesterday when we have his 18th birthday. I never thought he was going to look like me that much; His eyes, and the way he talks. I am scared. 

ROSE

Darling, there is nothing to be scared about. The most important thing is being together ones more. Don’t you misses them? I have waited six years for this day to come, and to hold my children ones again just like the past. Now the lord has answer my prayers. 

VICTOR

[About to weep]

Yeah, being together.

ROSE

What’s the matter dear?

VICTOR

Nothing, I just miss them also. You know after 6 years on playing football together and building that tree house over there, How could I not miss them?

ROSE

I sorry dear, Life just grow fast, Faster than we expect it.  Juliet my little baby has also grown to a matured woman and has even gotten married.

VICTOR

Do you need a cup of coffee? 

ROSE

Yes thanks, I think I need some. Look, that’s Luke, a friend of mike. He is (Pointing to the house opposite them) he’s now working in the biggest company in town; I even heard that he was promoted just last week as the Branch Manager. His parents are very proud of him. He is married has two children and even the parents are no longer working at the age of forty-five. Isn’t that great not working at forty-five, and relying on your children too take care of you. I wish I had what they have.

VICTOR

Come on dear; don’t say that you never knew what the children have to say. Maybe they are as lucky as ‘Luke’ and we can even stop working also.

ROSE

But why have-not’s they send any money since they left, not even a phone call from them. The last time I heard from Juliet was when she sends her Marriage picture to us and ever since then I never knew were or what had happen to them. I have been waiting with fear hoping for each of them to do well in life. Mike that used to be famous back then in school is now someone I never heard a word from about his success. And you think they are fine. If you had taking my word and keep them longer enough in this house, then none of this might have taking place.

VICTOR

Darling, an egg that will become spoil will become spoil despite what the mother does.

ROSE


But at least she will try her best; she didn’t lose her hope on it. She did all she could to preserve it.

VICTOR

Belief me, if I could go to the past none of this would have happen.

ROSE

Don’t speak to me in words; I am talking about the life of our children. Why don’t you care so much as I do? Every time we want to talk about it, you cut in with your proverbs.

VICTOR

My father never sat down and talks about me, and look here I’m with my own family and a job. Talking about the children life will change nothing about how they chose to live there own lives.

ROSE

I have told you several times that you are not your father and whatever problems you have with him is not of our business. This is about the life of our children, Ok, Our children. Not you and your father. 

VICTOR

(Angry)

Will you shut up, I have told you never to talk about my father anymore. And if you want talk about the children fine, but let me assure you that a tree that a mighty tree that has grown so tall can never be straighten.

ROSE

And if that’s the case, it’s your entire fault. Whenever I tries to straighten it while it was still little, you push me away and had manure to it so as for it to grow fast.

VICTOR

Why are you putting all the blame on me Woman, every body has their own life to live? Infant, you were the one that has always been treating them like a newly ached egg. Life is tough so if we have to live in it. We have to be tough also. Iron goes for iron not clay for gold.

ROSE

That’s your problem, you keep on filling this children head with your stupid thought and now they have become a sheep without Sheppard.

VICTOR

How do you know they have no Shepard? They have not even told us how it went.

ROSE

I’m not a child Victor; I’m 45 years old. Even though I take off my glasses I would be able to tell if the water is moving or not.  Please don’t tell me you think that they have achieved something in life.

VICTOR

Honey, now you are taking it too hard. Let the bird settle down before you decide its color. Just relax; I’m sure they have good news for us.

ROSE

Why are you so blind, can’t you see that the bird has come back without a seed, even the foolish ones could tell by its looks? I have waited seven good years since they have left and only ones have I heard from them.

VICTOR

But didn’t Juliet send us her marriage pictures?

ROSE

Wasn’t that five years ago? Why didn’t she call us or even try to contact us. Canada is not that far away?

VICTOR

Maybe she was busy; the economic is getting harder every single day.

ROSE

Darling so tell me, are you sure you are worried about them

VICTOR

What kind of question is that? They are my children as much as they are yours also; I do love them and want the best for each of them. But there is nothing anyone can do to change the tradition of life. My father always say that all a man can do is to teach his children about the hard times of life and then throw him out to the world. Whenever I try to teach these children about the hard times of this country, you have always stood on my way and now you are blaming me for their downfall.

ROSE

You never teach them any thing about life, all you teach them is how to conquer the world with power and also what you fell is right.

VICTOR

How there you speak to me like that, my mother never speaks when my father is talking. And now you dear challenge my authority.

ROSE

You see what I mean, your problem is that you are left behind, the world has overtaking you. Open your eyes; we are now in the 1990’s we are no longer in the 1970’s. Things have changed; you still dress old fashions and even still talk old fashions. The only thing modern about you is your looks.

VICTOR

Whenever you have finish insulting me, please let me know.

ROSE

Why would I want to insult the only apple of my eyes? As your wife, it’s my duty to help you and this is what I’m now doing. I love you dear, and this is why I want you to change. Open your eyes, wake up Time wait for no man not even its maker

VICTOR

No the world has not changed; it is we who have changed. For all I know is that I will continue to teach my children the way of life.

ROSE

Dear, you take life too hard, face reality. Life is just a drop of water in an ocean. So that’s why I want to spend the remaining time left with you in happiness. So can we now talk about the children?

VICTOR

Emily? People grow up and there is nothing that can be done about it. That’s what life is all about, a child growing up in his fathers’ house and then become a man of his own and leaves. I was seventeen when my parent threw me out of the house and I never heard from them up till this very day. 

ROSE

No, you threw yourself out of the house, your parent pleaded for your return but you refuse so they had no choice than to let you go.

VICTOR

[Angry]

Don’t you ever talk about my parents; you knew nothing about them at all. You never knew the way I was treated by father because of the love my mother had for me. Every day my father walks in the house; he threw his bag at me for no reason. And when my mother tries to plead, he threw the coat at her also. I cried and cried but no body heard my cries. He never let me out of the house to play with other kids. I watch from my room the children playing at the field all smiling and laughing,

ROSE

I’m sorry.

VICTOR

You are sorry?  You haven’t heard the sad part yet, and you are telling you are sorry. 

ROSE

I never knew this before.

VICTOR

Now you will know. Every day is like a night mere to me, I work up in fear, eat in fear, talk in fear and sleep in fear. Whenever my father sees a seed of peanut at the floor, he will take off my cloths and hit me with a rod several times until fresh blood start flowing throw my body. It got to the point that I couldn’t weep. There were blood marks all over my body look [take off his shirt and show her his back] you see that, the straight line that passes threw my spinal cord? 

ROSE

Yes, I have seen that before and you told me it was a result of a school fight you had with a fellow classmate.

VICTOR

I lied, I could not bear the fact of telling you the way my father treated me, so you don’t think I was going to treat my children the same way.

ROSE

But you should have told me all this long time ago, that won’t have stop me from marring you.

VICTOR

You could say that now, how will you have felt after telling you the story as at that time and later tells you that I look so much like my father.

ROSE

Don’t say that. A cat that mates with a lion doesn’t confirm that their children will become a lion.

VICTOR

Yes, but there is a chance for one of them to become a lion.

ROSE

What about your sister? I heard she now leaves in Europe.

VICTOR

Yes, she now lives in Europe. 

ROSE

Did your father ever hurt her just like the way he does to you?

VICTOR

Go look at her skin; they are as smooth as the surface of a glass. I had thought of this for a very long time also.

ROSE

Thank God he didn’t.

VICTOR

If he had does so, it would have been better off than what she know is.

ROSE

What do you mean, I thought she was married 12years ago?

VICTOR

My dear, even the hen cannot tell if it’s a male or a female by merely looking at their eggs. 

ROSE

What are you trying to say, please spit it out.

VICTOR

Over the year when I leaved with my father, I had always wondered why my dad never spanks my sister?

ROSE

Because she’s a lady.

VICTOR

[Shouting]

Would you let me finish, wasn’t my mom a lady also. I was seventeen when I found out the secret of the wide ocean. It was a fine summer day and I had just come back from my summer job. I was very tried so I decided to go and get some food for myself, as I was putting the fried eggs on my plate, my father walks in and without any reason pure the fried eggs on me and hits me over and over with the fried pan. I ones again began to cry as always but no body could hear me because we live far from the house closest to ours. I cried and cried while blood flow off my head until my mother walks in. She couldn’t say a word, knowing that if she tries to stop him he will hit her also. So she just stands at a distance and began to weep.

ROSE

Did your father love her?

VICTOR

I thought so, every thing between them used to be fine not until my younger sister came back from summer one day.

ROSE

[Curious]

What happened?

VICTOR

I couldn’t answer the question myself. And that was what I had been trying to find out. When I finally found out, it became a living spirit inside me. And up to this day, I had wish I never find out.

ROSE

What was it tell me.

VICTOR

For the first time, I realized that my father was right. He used to tell me never to look for the secret of something, that if I do that thing would later be looking for me. I never really belief that, But I listen to it. My father was a man that speaks in proverbs, especially when he is drunk. He will say “ The down fall of a man is never the end of his life” and start to beat up my mum for no reason. I couldn’t take it any more so I decided to do something.

ROSE

So what did you do?

VICTOR

I decided to fight back, to pay him back for all what he has been doing to us, me and my mum. So I told my mum of a plane to kill him and take over the house but my mum out of love refused. 

ROSE

So what did you do?

VICTOR

I became so upset with her. So I decided to get rid of him myself. I tried so many ways and when I tried to kill him, I see myself showing at his face. I could not even raise a knife at him (weep).

ROSE

But why didn’t you tell the cops. You might have endangered your life by killing him.

VICTOR

Not really, I thought of selling the house and running away with my mum and sister after I had killed him. 

ROSE

Did he know about your plan?

VICTOR

Yes, he later knows. But up till this day I have not been able to figure out who might have told him.

ROSE

So what did he do?

VICTOR

That evening when he came back from his job, He called me into the basement and gave me the worst punishment of my life. After that day, I never give up. I still try to carry on my mission so I decided to kill him while he was drunk. The following night after he was drunk, I walked in with a knife on my hands and walked towards him. He saw me but never ran away so I became scared. He then looks at me and told me to kill him at that spot. I couldn’t say a word and he took the knife from my hands and stab himself with it.

ROSE

Oh my God!

VICTOR

I stood there washing him bleeding and when I look at his face I realized that I did love him. He stretches his hands toward me and asked me never to be him. So you know see why I said I was scared.

ROSE

But you are not your father; you are the man that I have grown to love so much.

VICTOR

You don’t understand, I speak like him, look like him and even dresses like him.

ROSE

So how come he his still alive.

VICTOR

Shortly after that my mum runs in and quickly took him to the hospital and before they came back I was gone.

ROSE

So what about your sister? And what was the secret of the ocean you said you discovered?

VICTOR

You won’t what to know my dear; it is better not to know than to know what will live with you for the rest of your life.

ROSE

So why didn’t you tell me all this since we got married?

VICTOR

Like I always say my dear, Secret is the best way to keep men away from their conscience.

[While they were still talking the children were also chatting at the dinning table]

FRED

[To Juliet]

So why haven’t I here from you all these years?

JULIET

Well things haven’t been going on well; I am still trying to solve the mystery of life.

MIKE

So John, how has life been since we left you to take care of dad and mum?

JOHN

Well it has not change; things are still the same way infant dad is even getting worse. When ever he is washing the 9pm news the entire niebour will have to leave their house out of fear that it shouldn’t fall on them.

JULIET

So you mean he as not change for the best?

JOHN

That’s just what I mean. One afternoon after I came back from, I went to my room to take off my school bag and suddenly I heard dad screaming. I wondered what it was so I rush downstairs.

MIKE

What was going on?

JOHN

I saw dad from the window screaming at a mailman about the increase in stamp. He ceased the man and never wanted him to go so people gathered and try to pull him inside the house, but he keep screaming out loud “ You are all robber baron” and he never stop.

JULIET

Where was mum as at this time?

JOHN

Mum had gone to the store to get some stuff for dinner, and when she started coming back every body were all calling her ‘the mad mans’ wife’

FRED

[Angry]

What? Are they mad, is that the way they talk to their Mother?

MIKE

It’s all right Fred that was the past. Nobody could ever talk to her like that anymore.

JULIET

Yeah, I belt they might have forgotten about it as at now.

FRED

What are you all talking about? Some stupid people call our mother a ‘mad mans’ wife’ and you are telling me to forget about it. Are you out of your mind, this is a woman who work hard to see that we are all right. She even quit her job so as to speed more times with us.

MIKE

Aren’t you taking it too hard on yourself? She is also my mother.

FRED

What do you want me to do? Seat down and let those fools insult my mother. No, I will not let that happen. Very soon they will also call us the mad mans’ children. I must surely fight back.

JOHN

Fred? This was five years ago, infant even those people might have move out of the niebourhood because of dad. Belief me, if I were in their shoes I will do the same thing. 

JULIET

Why?

JOHN

Of course, every night is my daylight; I couldn’t sleep dad keep on screaming talking about how corrupt this world his. I wonder what he does at work?

FRED

So what did mum do?

JOHN

She was as hopeless as a newly born baby, she rapidly talk to dad but he wouldn’t listen. I guess by now she might have giving up.

JULIET

No. Mum will never give up on him, she still love him like the early morning rose.

FRED

So was that the only problem?

JOHN

That was just the beginning, the neibours have summoned dad to court more than ten times now, and he still never change.

MIKE

Ten times?

JOHN

Yeah, even more. Now that you are all back why don’t you all try talking to him?

FRED

He will never listen. He never listen to us when we were still leaving in this house and how do you expect him to listen to us since we have left him all this years?

JOHN

That’s the secret about it. Look at yourself; you have now become an adult, so you could all talk to him as an adult. It won’t be that hard, belief me. At least it will help in taking off the stress from my back.

FRED

Has he been a problem to you?

JOHN

More than you think of. One of which he came to my school and start to quarrel with my principle saying that they are not teaching us the basic principle of life.

FRED

What? He even came to your school?

JOHN

That’s right.

JULIET

Oh my god.

JOHN

Well, I wasn’t surprise; infant I was wondering what took him so long?

JULIET

What are you talking about?

JOHN

You see, I have even been thinking that maybe he is insane, and we have to take him to the hospital.

JULIET

(Angry)

Shut up, don’t you ever say that again? Ok

JOHN

What? I was just saying the fact.

JULIET

Listen, even though he might be acting weird he is still our father and will always remain our father. Didn’t mum teach you how to have respect for others? Calling your father a mad man is calling yourself an idiot.

JOHN

Why?

JULIET

Because without him you are not and if not for him you and I wouldn’t be seating here and talking about him.

JOHN

Why this sudden interest in him, I taught when you were fourteen, you used to call him a mad man also?

JULIET

That was then, whatever I said then was out of stupidity. The greatest respect in life is your parents. Listen boy, I have gone through life, not that I like him or so but I just realize the fact that he is still my father and if he has a problem that’s what family are for. So lets talk about a better way of helping our father and relieving our mother from her stress. 

FRED

You are right Juliet. I bet you most have really gone though a hard time in life for you to realize this?

JULIET

You can beat on it. I have seen the sun falling of the clouds and the stars becoming deemed. And I have seen all what the world have to offer, believe me they wrought

Nothing. 

MIKE

That’s great, as for me I have gone through the jungle of life and there is no more tree left for me to climb.

JULIET

So let’s all join our experience together and help our only father.

All

 Yeah.

[So as they were all still chatting, and finding the plan of helping their father, Victor and Emily walk in to join them. And they all went to the dinning table.]
Scene 2

[Sitting around the table was MR and MRS Victor, Fred, Mike, Juliet and John]

All

[Laughing]

Ha, ha, ha.

JOHN

And I ran to my teacher.

MIKE

You were lucky that your teacher was around; he would have broken your bones, not even the bone surgeon would have been able to put them together.

JOHN

That’s funny I wouldn’t have let him. My friends were also there to fight for me.

JULIET

So how is every thing Fred?

JOHN

[To FRED]

I heard you just turn 25years last mouth, Congratulation. How is Africa?

MIKE

Yeah, What about Africa? I heard it is full of animals and diamond that sparkle like the star, and the moon is always full. Was it too hot? 

JOHN

My teacher told me there are no diamonds in Africa, that they are mainly animals like lion.

MIKE

Your teacher doesn’t know anything. Tell him or her that I said ‘to go back to school.

JULIET

So Fred, how is Africa?

FRED

Well, Africa is great you know with the jungle and fishing. I even had a beautiful girl her name is Weyimi. She is every thing a man looks for in a woman.

VICTOR

(Trying to pronounce the name)

We-ye-mi

FRED

Yes, she is a Nigerian and a princess in Delta state. She came from a royal family (to victor) you will Love her dad, Her beauty is like a well refine gold. Infant she even thought me every thing I know about Africa (brings out a picture) Here is her picture, isn’t she absolutely beautiful.

MIKE

Yeah, I bet she’s but what are those symbols on her necklace?

FRED

I also asked her the same question, the first day I saw her.

JULIET

What did she say?

FRED

She said a princess only wears it.

MIKE

What princess in Africa could refuse a man like you? (Praising him) He that stands out in darkness and never speaks before the ladies all fall down.

VICTOR

(Cutting in)

Mike! Let him speak.

FRED

Anyway, I work in Oil Company called NNPC, which was a Nigeria oil production company. When I went to meet the Director, Lucky for me He was from New York, So it never took long for me to get the job. He never asks me off my certificate, he just said “come tomorrow and I will find a job for you. So the next day I went, he gave me the position of the Group manager. I tell you, it is great to know those at the top. And just last mouth I was promoted to the Group Managing Director.

VICTOR

Oh my son, I am really proud of you. You know see why I always told you that being an American is a great advantage, if not for the fact that you were from New York he might have not offer you the job.

ROSE

Dear, being an American doesn’t have any thing to do with him having his job.

VICTOR

But you just heard what the boy said. Simple, he was offered the job because he was from N.Y

JULIET
Mum, dad is right. You remember when you always say the Bird with the same color flew together?

ROSE

Yes I remember, but this is different. He was offered the job because he looks qualified for it.

VICTOR

Dear wake up, this world is not about personality any more, it is all about whom you know. My boss and I are very good friends we even play Golf together. And he is even thinking of my promotion despite the hard time my company is going through.

FRED

Dads please let’s forget about it, it is clear that because he knows me. That’s why he quickly offered me the job.

VICTOR

Tell your mum that, she never belief in heritage.

ROSE

Of course I do belief in heritage, what I am trying to say is that your in heritage has got nothing to do with your success in life.

MIKE

That’s right mum look at me. One of the most famous people in high school ends up being a hotel receptionist. All those people that ones raise me up have all run away from me because I lose just one game. No body cares about your in heritage anymore.

JOHN

That’s wrong mike, my history teacher told us that being an American has a lot of advantage and that we should be proud of it.

MIKE

Shut up, I have always told you that your teacher’s doesn’t know any thing. What is there to be proud of when the rich are getting richer and the poor getting poorer. The entire world is now full of inequality. 

VICTOR

Mike! Only those that knows the way gets through it. Open your eyes before it’s too late don’t let the world pass you by.

JOHN

But why are some people rich and others poor?

MIKE

You worth understand now, when you become a man you will understand better.

ROSE

That’s not a polite way of answering a question mike. You were just like him when I told you all about life.

MIKE

But that’s the problem mum life has change. It’s full of compromises. No one is ever satisfied.

FRED

The world isn’t that bad, at least many people do survive the hard times.

JULIET

If I become the president, I will change the entire system.

JOHN

A female president? Come on Juliet, dream of something else.

JULIET

Why don’t you shut up? What a man can do a woman can do it better. 

ROSE

That’s true; women are the trees of the earth. But nobody realizes that.

VICTOR

And let them remain so.

ROSE

Are you trying to me that you don’t belief in a woman’s role in this county? 

VICTOR

Please don’t put words on my mouth, women right from the creation of the earth has been very good at cooking, dancing and even giving birth.

ROSE

[Angry]

What do you mean?

VICTOR

I mean that every person in this life has his or her role to play, and going against that role is the violation of the rule.

JULIET

Dam the rules. We are better off than how we look. Can’t you see what women has done in the past, how they have contributed in changing the society. Who cares about the rules, there is no such thing as rules in our modern society.

VICTOR

And that’s what has spoiled the society.

ROSE

The society is already spoiled; we are just trying to strengthen it.

VICTOR

Listen, I am not saying women are not great. I have seen them do great things.

JULIET

So what are you trying to say?

VICTOR

Women are great and I know that because of my lovely wife, but the teeth has is role to play in the mouth so also is the tough. They can never switch places, it has never happened nor will it ever happen. So you see, it is better if we stick to our position in life, then every thing will be better.

MIKE

Well I guess dad is right, life is just a game played gods and goddess.

FRED

No, life is not a game; it is what we make it. Don’t you go to church?

MIKE

Church! Who cares about church, they are all ‘419’

JOHN

What is ‘419’?

FRED

It’s a number that is used to call any person that tricks you for your money. I told him that last year when I sent him a telegram. It is mostly used in Nigeria.

JOHN

That reminds me did you find simba in Africa?

MIKE

That’s just a movie fool it’s not real. There is not such thing as Sinba.

VICTOR

[Getting interested]

Go on Mike.

MIKE

I did go to the Zoo and saw some monkeys (to john) even some loins. (To Juliet) can you please pass the bowl of rice, Thanks.

ROSE

What about the food?

MIKE

It is great, at first I couldn’t even look at it. Now, I can finish a bowl of Egusi soup and Eba.

JULIET

(Feeling irritated)

E-gu-si and Eba? Oh my god, what a name. Are the girls beautiful like me? Or are they muscular men?

FRED

(To Juliet)

Oh Juliet, you and I know that you are the only goddess on planet earth, who could stand you?

JULIET

(Excited)

I am flatted, Thanks.

VICTOR

(To Fred)

Please go on.

MIKE

It is very hot dad (smiling) I remember the first time when all the children were all crowding me and shouting out “Oyibo” and when I gave them some money, they happily left.

ROSE

So, How did you catch the fish of your soup? We-yi

JOHN

(Completing the statement)

 Mi

MIKE

(Smiling)

It was a sunny day and I was just coming from the swimming pool. So I decided to visit the bar house.

(Thinking)

CHILDREN

Oyibo. Oyibo 

           (And they keep on repeating it over and over)

MIKE

Okay 

       (And he gave them some money)

CHILDREN

Thank you sir.

MIKE

(To one of the child)

What’s your name (pulse) I mean your name that your friends call you [and he demonstrated] your name?

OLAMIDE

My name na Olamide but my friends they call me Ola, you fit call me ola too.

MIKE

Where are your mother and father?

OLAMIDE

My papa go for work and my mama de house.

MIKE

Do you go to school?

OLAMIDE

Yes, I they go to school. My school nor far from my house. I they Akara school.  

MIKE

Okay 

       (And he gave him some money)

OLAMIDE

Thank you very much.

        (And he ran to meet his other friends)

WEYIMI

(Coming from beside carrying some traveling bag)

It has been a very long time since I have seen a generous person.

FRED

(Surprise)

You speak English?

WEYIMI

Of course, what do I look like?

FRED

I’m sorry, it just that since I move into this area, every person were all speaking “broken English”. So I taught no body could speak English.

WEYIMI

Then you are very wrong. Most people here speak English but they prefer speaking the language of the community.

FRED

So why didn’t they speak back to me when I try to talk to them?

WEYIMI

Because they are trying to know whom really you are?

FRED

What do you mean?

WEYIMI

Most white men that come here try or even make fun of them if they don’t speak English, so I guess they wanted to know if you were going to make fun of them also.

FRED

No, I will never make fun of them. So it seems that you know so much about white men?

WEYIMI

I think so, we have one white man in our village, and he is now the secretary of our community. He has been living with us for a very long time now infant he said he came from New York. He is a very nice man.

FRED

What’s his name? How does he look like? Do you think I might know him?

WEYIMI

Come down, one question at a time. His name is BEN but we call him “Ben the jugular” because he loves the jungle. He is about 5’9 with black hair and a light voice.

FRED

BEN? Maybe I might now him.

WEYIMI

They are more than 10 million people living in New York and more than a thousand who bear the name Ben. How do you think you might know him?

FRED

You don’t understand, I have always dream of coming to Africa and meet great people like him and even become one of them (stop and think and then shouted out) Yeah, I now remember him. I read about him in school.

WEYIMI

Was he famous also in New York?

FRED

Kind of, but it was in a book. Can you please take me to the village?

WEYIMI

I’m sorry I can’t?

FRED

Okay, how close were you to him?

WEYIMI

What do you mean? He was just my teacher, I taught me how to speak English very well and also about America.

FRED

I’m sorry. So may I help you with your bags?

WEYIMI

Sure!

MIKE

(Introducing himself)

I am Mike, the Group Manager of NNPC. 

       (Shacking hand, and taking the bag from her)

WEYIMI 

(Smiling)

Thanks that is nice of you.

MIKE

(Touching the chain at her neck)

It is beautiful, what does the symbols stand for?

WEYIMI

Oh, the symbols? They represent my royal title and were giving to me by my father. He was the King of “Koko” a town near the Northwest Sea.

MIKE

[Surprise]

You’re a princess? What are you doing hear?

WEYIMI

[Explaining]

My tradition demands me to marry a prince, at the next Village, and I don’t love him so I decided to run away.

MIKE

[With concern]

 Why?

WEYIMI

I had to; the marriage was coming up in two weeks.

MIKE

But your family, won’t they look for you?

WEYIMI

You don’t understand, you are still a cat in the mist of lions.

MIKE

Anyway, why don’t you come over to my house for dinner, I prepared Egusi soup and Eba.

WEYIMI

(Thinking)

Just a dinner?

MIKE

Yes just a dinner.

WEYIMI

What are we waiting for?

FRED

(At the car)

After you my princess.

(Stop thinking)

FRED

(Smiling)

And that night became ‘Just a Dinner’ that I never forgot.  

All

(Laughing hard)

Ha, Ha, Ha

MIKE

Oh, Fred, I knew you have never change; you remember when you help that lady at the mall with are bag?

FRED

(To mike)

Okay, stop it.

ROSE

(To victor)

They are just like you dear.

VICTOR

Oh, yes, that my boy’s, I remember when I also meet your mum. It was raining hard

(Thinking)

VICTOR

If you don’t mine lovely lady, you could join me in my cover.

ROSE

No thanks, I am going up-town and I have to be home by 7pm.

VICTOR

No problem, I could take you home and come back it wont take long. I live alone so I could come back anytime.

ROSE

(Enters the car)

 Thanks, (and they both introduce themselves while the car was still moving until they got to Emily’s house) I really appreciate your kindness, I could make a cup of coffee for you if you don’t mined.

VICTOR

That will be great. I could even show you some of my Magic’s too. 

         (They walled into the house and after a while Emily walked to the door and closed it and then the light went off and noise were heard)

(Stop thinking)

ROSE

(Trying to stop him from finishing the story)

Stop, stop the only reason I let you in was because you were nice, loving and handsome. Oh, that night was one day I never forget. I remember when you left by 3pm that night. I just couldn’t sleep all I taught about was you, the way you hold me, the way you kiss me and even the way you smile when making love. I became Love sick for the first time but I was also afraid if you really loved me or I wasn’t going to see you again. Not until the next week when I heard you called my name from the other side off the street, I couldn’t even say I word, I stood like the statue of liberty until you walked toward me and gave me a kiss that revive me.

JOHN

(To Emily)

You must have really falling in love with him, right?

ROSE

(Smiling)

If there was a word greater than Love. Then that is what I have for him. I just couldn’t look at his face, whenever he smiles, that drive me crazy. Until the day I always dream off. When he took me for dinner on the 20th of October 1960 and knee at my front asking me to marry him. (Weeping) I couldn’t say a word, ‘Yes’ became a food stock on my throat. Then I began to weep, and slowly a said the word ‘Y-ee-ss’. And before I knew it I was asked to say the same word at the church. And today hear we are with the most beautiful children on earth.

VICTOR

(Hold his hands round her and try to comfort her)

It all right dear, I Love you. It has always been a dream to me, but today I have woken up.

JULIET

(Cutting in)

Mum, Dad comes on, you making me cry. One thing I never understand is why I am so different from other?

FRED

(To Juliet with surprise)

What do you mean?

JULIET

(Weeping)

All I ever wanted was men that will appreciate my beauty, which will treat me, like a woman. Now all I got is my family.

MIKE

(Felling bad)

Come on Juliet Don’t say that. There are thousands of men out there wishing to give up their lives for you. What else does a man looks for in a woman rather than their beauty, and that’s what you got.

FRED

(Supporting mike)

Yeah, he’s right Juliet, there is nothing wrought more than the beauty of a gold. It could be seen in the darkest of night. And I tell you; there is someone out there that wants to meet you.

JULIET

(Reluctantly)

You all don’t understand, I know there is and I have seen as many as I want to, but they are all different not one of them is as lovely as dad [to Fred] and as caring as you. I can’t seem to be satisfied with one man.

VICTOR

(Speaking slowly)

Juliet! 

JULIET

(Cutting in)

That true dad, I can’t take it anymore I have tried to forget the past, but it won’t let me go.

ROSE

(Surprise)

What are you talking about; I taught you send us some picture from you wedding?

JULIET

(still weeping)

That’s true mum, but that’s my 1st wedding, I couldn’t send you the others because I was ashamed of myself, since that wedding I have married six other men. [Holding Emily as she cries also] I am sorry mum, I am really sorry.

SCENE 3

[A knock was heard at the door and John went to get the door, standing outside was MR  Wisdom an Old friend of Victor with his family.  They had brought some food with them also. And among the family was MR wisdom and his lovely wife Linda with their 15years old daughter Mary]

WISDOM

(Walking in with his family)

 Hello young fellow (and victor walks toward them and they shake hands and they share some laugh) Long times no see. Look at you, you have become a father, anyway I want you to meet my lovely wife Linda and my daughter Mary.

VICTOR

Nice to meet you all, and this is my angel Emily and my sons (pointing to each one of them) Fred, Mike and my daughter Juliet (So they all introduce themselves and went to sit at the dinning table)

ROSE

So how long have you known each other? (to victor)and you never told me about him.

VICTOR

He used to be my best friend in school, and we do a lot of crazy thing together. After our graduation He move to London and that is when we saw last.

WISDOM

That is true, but I never forgot you, and the things we did. You remember when we used to go and spy at the Girls in their locker room (Laugh) sometimes we dress like them and walk freely into their locker room. Remember when they caught us and gave us four-weeks detention. Men, That was the best punishment in my Life.

JOHN

(To MARY)

Would you like to see my tree house? 

MARY

(Willingly)

Yes, I love to.

WISDOM

So, What have you been doing all these years? Or are you still the Victor I know that changes girls like cloths. Anyway I as you know I traveled to London were I found my lovely wife and later my daughter came up.

VICTOR

That good. Well, I found my wife shortly after our graduation. Then we gave birth to these lovely children. They have been very successful and my elder son just came back from Africa were he was the Group Managing Director of Oil Company. And so is my second. My Daughter is now married, so you can see that I have a great life since we left each other.

MIKE

I am really happy for you. When in London I saw Michel you remember, that brain boy we used to take his money. He is know the owner of three financial companies and also owned a Bank.

VICTOR

(About to weep)

Please excuse me (and he went to the room and start talking to himself) Oh God, are you there? Why have you choosing this way of life for me? (And suddenly he saw a man sitting at the end of his bed) Who are you? And what are you doing here. 

COSTA

(Smiling)

I am just what you think I am. What’s the problem I thought you used to be the hearted man? Were do you look so worried?

VICTOR

(Angry)

You don’t know any thing about my past, and what do you think you are coming to my house and try to insult me. Get out now, before I call the Cops on you.

          (He walked toward him and tries to drag him out but before he got there he couldn’t see him)

COSTA

Why does the cat go to the Ocean to catch a fish when there are mouse all over the house?

VICTOR

(Trying to answer the question)

Because he can’t catch one mouse in the house.

So tell me, who really are you that speak in Proverbs? And why do you have to come to me when there are other good people on earth?

COSTA

The cat that has one leg doesn’t mean the Buyer won’t buy it. I am your imagination and your instinct. You have run away from you conscience but it is time for him to look for you. And he has done so.

VICTOR

What if I don’t have any? And by the way, whatever sin I have committed in the past have gone nothing to do with this day. So if you don’t mind I have to go in and sit with my lovely wife and children.

COSTA

Victor, the sins that men do live with them and to there generations to come. You can’t run away from it. You must tell them what you have done and try to change your sons for taking your footsteps. Only so shall you be free from your conscience.

VICTOR

(Angrier)

Never in my life will I do so; only in my grave shall I say a word. You don’t expect me to tell my wife. What do you think she will do? All this years she as trusted on me and put all her faith on me. I can’t just throw it away; I love her more than any thing that is ever created. I know that I have sinned, but I am willing to cover for it and do any other things it takes. You know it is better to curse the spirit than to spit on their grave.

COSTA

(Cutting in)

You are going out of time, the sooner the better. Make hay while the sun shines. 

          (And he depart)

ROSE

(Calling out for him)

Dear, what is taking you that long? Is there any problem, would you like me to come and help you?

VICTOR

(Replying)

I am fine honey; I will be with you in a moment [talks to himself] how could I tell her? After all this years of happiness and suddenly is like a mere dream. What then is life? A baby crawling in the morning and then finds himself walking in the afternoon? It seems just like yesterday when the world is full of pride and power. If life was to be a game it doesn’t what   buying neither those it what playing also. The moment you make a mistake that shall be in your permanent record for the rest of the game. (Walks in to the dining room to join the table)

ROSE

What is the matter dear? You look worried? Is every all right?

VICTOR

I said every thing is fine. I was looking for my hat.

ROSE

But the hat is right here by the table you should have asked me.

VICTOR

(Shouting)

What do you mean, I you trying to tell me where to look for my hat. (Felling sad) I am sorry; I just have a lot of things in my mind lately. Honey, what will you do if you find out that the sky wasn’t really blue that it was red? Will that make you stop believing that there is an Ocean?

ROSE

(Surprise)

Why are you asking me such a rhetorical question? You and I know that the Sky is always blue even at night. And if I find out that the sky was really Red all this years, why should I then believe that I am a woman?

VICTOR

Honey, every thing we see in this world are not really what they are. They are what we want them to be like. Tell me, how do we know there is a sun if we don’t call it a sun.

WISDOM

Every lame man that doesn’t know how to read knows there is a sun. What are you trying to say? My father ones told me the every word that comes out of a man is not the complete statement of the mind.

VICTOR

Your Father is right, but I was just asking a question. You know sometime when you look at all what the world have to offer you wish you had never trade with her.

LINDA

Can I please use your phone; I have to tell my Mum that we will be there very soon.

ROSE

Sure, why not. It is right by the stool before the T.V.

VICTOR

Why don’t we play some monopoly? I love the game.

WISDOM

Sure (alls out for his wife) honey will you play monopoly with us?

LINDA

Yes, I will be with you in a moment.

           (So they went to the living room and sat round the table while Fred, Mike and Juliet went to the room to talk and shortly after then Linda joined them and they start playing the game)

VICTOR

I will pay for your ‘fire station’ (and gave Linda $20) who has the dice?

ROSE

I have it; it is my turn to row the dice.

VICTOR

(To WISDOM)

Have you ever wonder what life will be like if there are some people out they’re playing us like the game?

WISDOM

Who knows, if not for the sake of Religion I would have belief there is.

LINDA

(To Wisdom)

What do you mean? I have told you several times that religion are here to steal away people.

VICTOR

(Laugh)

Ha, Religion. What a Joke.

LINDA

I think religions are here to make us poor and make the leaders rice. (To Wisdom) Do you remember my ex-friend? That we used to be friends back then in high school? 

WISDOM

(Thinking)

Oh yes, you mean the pastor?

LINDA

Yes the pastor, she now has two private companies and is currently running Oil Company in Africa. Even when I saw her, she should hardly remember me, and she was driving the latest modern.

VICTOR

I am even thinking of joining the church business also. All it will take me is to say Amen and speak in a language no one will understand.

All

(Laughing)

Ha, ha, ha

ROSE

What then will that make me?

WISDOM

The pastor wife I guess.

VICTOR

[And while they were still chatting, the phone rang and victor sitting nearer to the phone went to pick it up] Hello!

VOICE

May I please speak to MR Victor?

VICTOR

Yes, I am Victor may I help you?

VOICE

Sorry for any distraction I might have caused you. I was to deliver this message to you yesterday but I had other things to take care of so….

VICTOR

Can you please go straight to the point? And who are you?

VOICE

I’m MR Chock the PRO of our company. You know the difficulty our company has been facing, and having also known about the rate the company is going down, the board of director’s decided to drop some workers. And I am very sorry to tell you that you are one of them. I am really sorry.

VICTOR

(Angry)

What! You are sorry? I have been working for this company from the very day I know how to walk. And you are telling me you are sorry.

VOICE

The Company is willing to pay you for your compensation, the sum of $100,000

VICTOR

What should I do with it? I have a family to feed and a house to take care off. Did the manager knew about this? I know he will never drop me He is my very good friend; we play golf together, I will have to talk to him.

VOICE

I am sorry to disappoint you MR Victor; He even gave me the direct instructions.

VICTOR

(Shouting)

 What!

VOICE

I have to go now MR Victor, have a nice day. 

         (And he hanged the phone)

VICTOR

(Repeating his words)

Have I nice day! (Speaking to himself) Why shouldn’t you say that? (Raise his head up) Life, a walking shadows. A mere young boy that strut and freed his hours upon the stage and then is heard no more.

COSTA

I never knew you know so much about Shakespeare. Is there any problem?

VICTOR

No, there is no problem I am fine.

COSTA

You look like a sheep lost in the middle of a forest?

VICTOR

And what happen to it?

COSTA

He was deeply terrified, knowing that he will be devour by other wild animals. Freighting by the darkness of the forest until finally is seen no more.

VICTOR

What a pity for him. As for me, I am the only rat standing in the mist of wild cats without being afraid.

COSTA

You are a very wise man without a brain.

VICTOR

Are you trying to insult me?

COSTA

Oh no, why should I? Does the pig have to be told who he is before he knows? Now you have lost your Job, your daughter is here ready to open the past and your wife will now see the hidden rat under her house. Is time for you to open the past yourself?

VICTOR

Not even if the Cloud fall on me shall I break my wife heart.

COSTA

Let me tell you about a story. (Telling the story) Once there was a loin who rule over a kingdom, he thought he was the strongest, wisest, fastest and bravest of all animals. So he decided to call on a gathering of all the animals in the kingdoms for a racing tournament. At the start were Lion, tiger, elephant, leopard and spider. Not knowing that spider had placed all his brothers at each stop, loin started to laugh at him thinking that he was going to win the race, so the race began. Loin was on the lead but when he got to the first stop he was surprise to see spider there but he went on. On and on and on he went until he finally got tire at the last stop and found spider there also. So spider wall as slowly as he could to the finish line.

VICTOR

(Laughing)

Ha, ha (stop) o what has the race of the loin got to do with me? Do I look like a loin?

 COSTA

No, you are not a lion. But know we are not always what we think we are. 

EMILY

(Shouting out)

Dear we are waiting for you; it’s your turn to role the dice.

 COSTA

(As he slowly disappear he said this words)

 Pride is the downfall of a man.

(And he was gone)

SCENE 4

(At the room were Juliet, Mike and Fred talking and laughing out)

FRED

I remember when we all were little and when dad comes back from work we all had a contest on first to get down stairs and embrace him. I guess they are all things of the past know.

MIKE

Yes, it seems just like yesterday when the hands were free from labor and the mouth is out there walking after women. Oh, I just remember MRS Rose my History teacher how he used to teach me history at her bedroom. That was my best subject. High School, I wish I had gone to collage I would have make the entire female teacher class my best subject.

JULIET

(Laugh)

You have not change a bit, I even saw one of the girls you dup at a nightclub.

MIKE

What was she doing there? 

JULIET

I never knew until I walked to her and asked her, to my greatest surprise, she told me that she owns the club and even asked about you?

MIKE

(Anxious)

 What did you say?

JULIET

I told her that you were married and have three children, and that you live in London.

MIKE

You are really the Juliet I used to know. But I could she had make it, but I used to be one the most popular kid in school?

FRED

Wake up Mike, Life is no longer about school popularity. It is what you have that now makes you popular. All my life I have been walking toward that. I wanted to be like MR Rockefeller and others who enquire wealth for them self, But I keep having this blood of failure and …

JULIET

(Cutting in)

 And what?

FRED

Never mind, so what about you Juliet, Why haven’t you be able to get married permanently? Is there any thing you would like to tell us?

JULIET

Well, I don’t really now were to start from.

MIKE

Start from yourself.

JULIET

(Weeping)

I can’t, no I can’t.

FRED

Take it easy Juliet, don’t worry we are hear 

       (And he embraces her)

MIKE

You don’t have to say it if you don’t want to.

JULIET

(Wiping out her face)

I am sorry; I just can’t stop to remember the pain, the feeling and the abominations of life. Every day that passes by it still lives in my heart.  

MIKE

What? What do you mean by abomination?

JULIET

I was fifteen years old when it all started. I was alone in the forest calling for help when I found this person I knew very well, so I began to smile thinking that he has come to save me. He smiled back at me and held my hands before I could knew it I was struggling for help; He had taking off my cloth and violated me. But I actually did enjoy it; in fact that has been the best sex in my life. I totally keep silence because of what I felt inside me despite the Pain I was going threw. I could not see clearly the face of the person but I could fell his hand I could tell by his touch.

FRED

What are you talking about? There are no forest in this place neither have you been to the forest before.

JULIET

I know, but to me there is. Ever since then I have not been able to feel the same way, when ever I make love I remember that day and not even one men could satisfy me like he did.

MIKE

Who is he? (angry) If only I could find him I promise to send him back to his embryo. Who dears Violated my sister? (To Juliet) Tell me who is he, Tell me?

JULIET

He lives in me he’s my life; I could not live without him. Every day I think of him, and it make me Mad thinking of what he does to me.

FRED

I am really sorry, but why didn’t you tell dad? Or you could have told us even mum when it happened.

JULIET

If it were that easy I would have published it on the paper. I think I fell in love with him, because it pains me but I can’t say who he is, I which he was dead. I have tried to kill him over this years but I just can’t do it. I feel… I don’t know. Please I don’t what to talk about it.

MIKE

All right then, I will tell you off my story.

FRED

What have you been doing? Are you are still chasing over other peoples Wife?

MIKE

Come on, I wasn’t that bad I was just doing a favor. Anyway, I am now work at a hotel as a receptionist.  

JULIET

So why haven’t you gutting married?

MIKE

Marriage? Me? No. What does a man go into a marriage for? It is all sex. As a receptionist I have the privilege of having any girl I want at any giving time. 

JULIET

Go on boy, you rock.

FRED

Is that all what you do? Sleeping around with every creature that passes through you.

JULIET

Fred! What is there in life than what he knows?

MIKE
There is more than that, I have to work 8 hours a day and work the rest of the hour at the hotel bed [laugh] Haven’t you heard the saying that the dog does not have a lover. I am a free man and ones I could stop working I will travel around the world and see what the world have to offer me.

FRED

Fred, a child that asked for gold from his mother will surely receive Milk.

MIKE

You speak like your father; don’t you know that the only important thing the world has to offer is her beauty? Come on, don’t be a child. You and I know that every aim of a lover is to have sex.

JULIET

You are right Mike, all they ever want is sex. They only come like a snake under a green grass and when they finally get their way, they strike.

FRED

I don’t think all men are like that, Juliet; they are some of them that come as a loving dog and stay a loving dog. It is only when there tails is touched, and then they strike.

MIKE

(Cutting in)

I first started working as a sales man by the supermarket as a part time job. There I saw this very wealthy lady who walks in and asked me to buy her a cup of coffee. So I took her to the nearest coffee store and bought the coffee, and we talked all night until she asked me if I would like to work at her restaurant. I accepted the offer and she said she was going to show me how it looks that night.

JULIET

(Motivated)

Did she take you to the restaurant?

MIKE

Relax; Let the bird stop before you decide his real color. Anyway, So she took me to this beautiful restaurant and went to one of the rooms. And the next morning, I found myself sleeping beside her. I could not really tell what happen but I knew I was in my underwear (laugh)

FRED

Women, you can’t understand them even when you live with them.

JULIET

What do you mean by saying women? Men are more mysterious than we are. 

(John and Mary walk in)

JOHN

Guys, dad what you to say good-bye to Mary and her parent, they are leaving.

FRED

We would be right there. 

(So they all walk downstairs and meet their father that finally say good bye to his old friend and they left so the family ones again sat down together and discuss the meaning of there life and what had really happen to them)
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