HEAVY METAL POISONING

By K.K.

     T. Keith Mainwaring III grinned with megalomania as he took the lead-lined envelope from the panting mailman. The weight of the envelope tore at his triceps, but the pain was worth it. He slammed the door in the mailman’s face, and hauled the lead-lined envelope into his den.

     This was it. Thirty years of climbing the ladder, buying and selling, keeping up with the Joneses, working overtime, amassing a perfect credit record…even though it had cost him two wives and five children (that he was aware of)…it had all led up to this moment. 

     He tore open the envelope and smiled at its blazing prize. Now he had TRUE power, the power to buy aircraft carriers, or entire third-world countries. 

     The word VISA was the last thing he saw before he went blind. His smile widened as his lips began to blister, and the flesh sizzled off of his jaws. 

     He had finally qualified for the Plutonium Card.
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