Chapter 1

Spiritual Abundance

“I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.”

(John 10:10, KJV)


Spiritual abundance is the abundant life Christ speaks of in St. John 10:10  (KJV).  Abundant means existing in great overflowing quantities; very plentiful; abounding; rich and well supplied.  The abundant life that Christ speaks of is a qualitative lifestyle with high moral and ethical standards, full of purpose and meaning, founded on the word of God.  Spiritual abundance means that you are rich in the knowledge of the word of God, and have the attributes of righteousness working in your life, as you grow increasingly more Christ-like.  

Spiritual abundance occurs as we lay up treasures for ourselves in heaven by being rich in good deeds and being generous and willing to share, as we put our hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment  (1 Tim. 6:18-19).  In this way, these treasures are a firm foundation for the coming age, so that we may take hold of the life that is truly abundant.  For these are the riches, that will carry us to heaven. In addition, natural abundance is released as believers work in the Kingdom of God laying up treasures in heaven, resulting in showers of blessings here on earth.  For when Christians get spiritual abundance, they also receive the blessings, the Lord has promised to all faithful believers.  

God desires spiritual abundance for you as a child of God.  He has promised to “meet your needs according to His glorious riches in Christ Jesus”  (Phil. 4:19). However, the life more abundantly that Jesus speaks of requires spiritual growth.  This growth is continuous and on going and it never stops in the lives of believers.  

          Spiritual abundance does not necessarily promise one fame, glory, and riches in this life because there is a spiritual abundance of blessings and a natural abundance of things.  Natural abundance consists of an accumulation of the world’s wealth and its pleasures, such as: cars, jewelry, houses, husbands, wives, land, and any other accumulated possessions.  In addition, a natural abundance of material things sometimes brings unhappiness and sorrow, because having money and things does not necessarily make one happy, or give peace of mind.    

         However, a spiritual abundance of blessings brings joy unspeakable and full of glory, as the peace of God rules your heart and your character is saturated with the fruit of the spirit.  The Lord has admonished us “not to store up for ourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.  But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal.  For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also”  (Matt. 6:19-21). 

This passage of scripture informs us not to attach our heart on earthly things, because our security lies not in things, but in Jesus Christ.  The selfish extravagant accumulation of material goods tends to tie a person to this world.  For earthly treasure is temporal, but divine treasure is enduring.  Therefore, instead of focusing on accumulating material things, which will be left here on earth upon our passing away, the Lord wants us to focus on being rich toward God, which will continue eternally.  This earthly body will perish along with “things,” but our spirit will live forever.  God has promised that when we seek Him, things will be given to us as well, for our heavenly Father knows that we have need of them  (Matt. 6:33; Luke 12:30-31).  When we put God first, the blessings promised to us in His word are automatically released.  As we live a victorious life in Jesus Christ and “wait for the blessed hope- the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ”  (Titus 2:13). 

In His teachings, Jesus compares persons who accumulate the world’s wealth to the parable of the rich fool in the Bible.  In this parable, a rich man accumulated so many material goods and crops that he had nowhere to put them all.  In which case, he began to rationalize with himself and said, “ ‘What shall I do?  I have no place to store my crops.’  Then he said, ‘This is what I shall do.  I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods.  And I will say to myself, you have plenty of good things laid up for many years.  Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.’  But God said to him, ‘You fool!  This very night your life will be demanded from you.  Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’  This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God”  (Luke 12:16-21).  


Because of this, Jesus has instructed us to, “Watch out!  Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions”  (Luke 12:15).  As Christians, we must seek to live a qualitative and not a quantitative lifestyle; always keeping in mind that if we put God first, things will be added.  Scripture says, “The blessing of the Lord brings wealth, and he adds no trouble to it”  (Prov. 10:22).    

A lifestyle of holiness is not a process in which you live holy today and forget about living holy tomorrow, as the song says, “shout on Sunday, go out get drunk and raise cain on Monday.”  No, on the contrary!  This is not how it is done.  A holiness lifestyle is a continuous and on-going process.  Its antecedents founded on the word of God, fasting, praying, obedience, faith, and having the fruit of the spirit operational in ones character never change, and until we die they must be emulated and embraced.  Moreover, it is from this style of life that a spiritual abundance of blessings occurs.      

God has promised in His word to bless all those who carry the cross of Christ.  The Wisdom of Solomon informs us that, “A faithful man will be richly blessed, but one eager to get rich will not go unpunished”  (Prov. 28:20).  You may say, “How do I receive these blessings?”  Well, you receive them by faith, measure by measure, for there are various levels of spiritual abundance, as well as various levels of natural abundance.  Mark 4:20, teaches that when the seed of the word is sown on good ground, some “produce a crop- thirty, sixty or even a hundred times what was sown.”  

God’s word must be received in the soil of your heart.  This means in order for spiritual abundance to occur you must receive the word, allow it to take root and grow in your heart.  In addition, if the seed of the truth is going to grow and take root in your heart, you must have a teachable, hearing heart.  Therefore, your heart must be receptive, open and ready to obey.  If not you will lose what you have heard due to the many tricks of Satan. 

Do you know your level of spiritual abundance?  Is it continually growing, is it stagnant, hindered or has it stopped altogether?  My reason for posing these questions is that your level of spiritual abundance depends upon your willingness to faithfully apply the basic antecedents of holiness to your life.  How willing are you to fast and pray once or twice a week?  How willing are you to study and read the word of God daily?  How willing are you to obey the commands of the Lord?  Furthermore, how willing are you to allow the Holy Ghost to completely be Lord over your life?  Blessings are released based upon your meeting the conditions of holy living according to the word of God.  Therefore, the choice is yours to meet the conditions.

“The greatest demonstration of God’s Father heart is revealed in His attention to the details of our lives.  He longs to surprise us with the “extra,” those little pleasures and treasures that only a father would know we desire.” –Floyd McClung Jr.  

Biblical references of spiritual abundance are written throughout the Bible, as we read how the prophets, patriarchs, and other personalities lived and the struggles they encountered.  In the lives of the patriarchs and prophets in the Bible, we see how they reached a level in which their spiritual abundance overflowed with blessings; to name a few: Abraham, Moses, David, the Hebrew boys, Daniel etc.  In all of these examples God opened the floodgates of heaven and poured out so much blessing that they did not have room.  In which case their blessings had to extend to all they met.  

And why did this happen?  They all lived in the spiritual realm of faith.  Faith, the higher level of the transformed mind that is renewed daily as we consecrate ourselves to God.  In this realm, blessings multiply.  One may say, “Is it possible for me to achieve this today?”  My answer is yes, of course it is!  You can have these overflowing blessings as well.  God has promised, “a faithful man will be richly blessed”  (Prov. 28:20). 

In fact, Jesus has promised us an abundance of comfort while we live here on earth!  In Mark 10:29-30 Jesus declares,  “There is no man that hath left house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my sake, and the gospel’s. But he shall receive an hundred-fold now in this time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, with persecutions; and in the world to come eternal life.”  (KJV)  In the book of Job we see how he is the perfect example of this saying.  Job received double for all he had lost and suffered for God.  

Furthermore, have you ever had these concerns?  Why do I keep praying and asking God for things and do not receive them?  And, why are miracles not happening in my life?  My answer is it is because your level of thinking needs to move to a higher level of faith in Christ Jesus.  The conditions of knowing, understanding, obedience, prayer and faith, with a character of fruit, must be working in your life. 

God has promised to continuously take care of His people.  King David, in his walk with God, made this observation in Psalm 37:25,  “I was young and now I am old, yet I have never seen the righteous forsaken or their children begging bread.”  A songwriter having witnessed and possibly experienced this fact testified in song:  “Be not dismayed whatever betide, God will take care of you.  Beneath his wings of love abide, God will take care of you.” (Public Domain)  

Therefore, we need not be fearful or doubtful concerning the extent of God’s love and care for those that love Him and seek to do His will.  Christ has already told us that we are much better than the fowls of the air and the lilies of the field  (Matt. 6:26-33), because our heavenly Father even feeds the birds and clothes the grass.  We should not worry for He knows what we need before we even ask  (Matt. 6:28-31).  

In the Bible story of Adam and Eve, the first inhabitants on earth, we see how God gave them the perfect life, a life of ease, full of abundance in the Garden of Eden.  Humankind, the crown of God’s creation  (Gen. 1) was given dominion over everything in this garden.  “God blessed them and said to them,  ‘Be fruitful and increase in number, 

fill the earth and subdue it.  Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground’”  (Gen. 1:28).  

Yes, this was the perfect life.  A life of plenty, where rivers flowed, and the beasts of the fields, the fowls of the air, and all cattle moved at their command and lived in harmony with them.  There was fruit on the trees, and the ground yielded forth food that did not need plows or toil of men.  All they had to do was eat and enjoy  (Gen. 2).  

The intentions of God when He fashioned the world were that man would live in harmony with all things.  God intended for this harmony to be fourfold.  Man was to live in harmony with God, himself, nature and others.  However, this fourfold harmony was contingent upon man’s obedience to God.  

If Adam and Eve had not sinned, think how different our lives would be today.  Humanity today would have the fourfold harmony that God intended us to have.  Imagine, a world free from pain, free from suffering, free from death, free from working and toiling for a days pay, free from disappointment, and most significant of all, free from the guilt of sin and death.

Just imagine for a moment the following scenarios: lions, tigers, and bears walking amongst us in peace; riding on the backs of cheetahs, jaguars and elephants; and giraffes, and penguins for pets.  We would even soar on the wings of eagles, as they transport us from place to place!  

There would be no wars and peace settlements, no fraud or deceptions, no false witnesses against neighbors, or any covetousness or idolatry, the Sabbath day would always be remembered, and humankind would never misuse the name of the Lord God in vain.  

In regards to family life, we would all live in mansions, and those of low and moderate incomes would not have to live in apartments and trailer homes.  There would be neither fornicators nor adulterers, as each man would live in harmony with his own family.  In addition, humanity would not have to work to take care of the needs of the family.  All we would have to do is be fruitful and multiply, take care, subdue the earth, and rule as God commanded in Genesis 1:28.  The same way God supplied for Adam and Eve, this would be passed down from generation to generation.  

Finally, humanity’s relationship with God would not be broken, and our heavenly Father would smile down on us with love and joy.  Jesus would not have died for anyone’s sins, for there would be no sin and consequently, there would be no death.  Yes, a community in which all things were in harmony and obedience to God, that was God’s divine intentions for humanity.  My how different things could have been!  Still and all, scripture tells us that Adam and Eve did sin, because remember, their abundance in the garden was contingent upon their obedience to God.  

God gave Adam specific instructions in the Garden of Eden as to not eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  Eve beguiled by the serpent did eat.  She took a bite of the fruit from the tree and gave unto her husband, resulting in the fall of man 

(Gen. 3:6-19).  Ultimately, Adam’s obedience was tested and he failed the test.  Dissatisfied with the limited freedoms given to him by God Adam revolted.  Seeking self- indulgence and human autonomy, Adam and Eve wanted self to rule independent of God.  

Consequently, sin entered the world through the disobedience of Adam, and man’s relationship with God was mutilated and maligned, as well as with nature, and with others.  Through the fall of Adam, we became the servants of sin, which left humanity carrying a burden of guilt and a sense of guilt.  Since according to scripture “the wages of sin is death”  (Rom. 3:23), we could be redeemed by nothing less than death.   

It is for this reason that God sent His Son to die on the cross for the sins of the world and the substitutionary work of Jesus Christ on the cross is known as our redemption.  John 3:16-17 states; “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whosoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.”  The work of Jesus Christ on the cross is the only way God could effectively deal with humanity’s broken fellowship with Him and bring us back into a right relationship, in order to give us “life more abundantly.”  

The abundant life that Christ speaks of, gives us a shared inheritance with other believers  (Col. 1:12), as we have been adopted into the royal family of God as sons and daughters  (Gal. 4:5), and now made righteous through His Son, Jesus Christ.  Look at what the Apostle Paul says in Romans 5:19, “For just as through the disobedience of the one man (Adam), the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man (Jesus Christ), the many will be made righteous.”  Consequently, spiritual abundance is achieved only through the blood of Jesus Christ.

Another example of one receiving spiritual abundance here on earth after the fall of man is seen in the life of the patriarch Abraham, the father of the Hebrew nation of Israel.  Genesis 15:6 declares, “Abraham believed the Lord, and he credited it to him for righteousness.”  Moreover, Abraham was richly supplied with cattle, servants, and land  (Gen. 26:15, 16:17).  His love for God gave him the faith to be obedient to do the will of God.

Similar to Adam and Eve, since Abraham’s spiritual abundance was contingent upon his obedience to God, his obedience was tested.  God spoke to him and told him to offer his only son Isaac to Him as a sacrifice  (Gen. 22:2).  Abraham proceeded to obey but was stopped by the angel of God because his actions proved he loved Jehovah God.  Because of Abraham’s obedience, God made a covenant of extended blessings with him that would positively affect his descendants from generation to generation.  

God promised to “make his descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and the sand which is on the seashore”  (Gen. 22:17).  In addition, through him all nations on earth would be blessed  (Gen. 22:18).  As God promised from the seed of his sons, Isaac and his grandson Jacob, the nation of Israel was formed  (Gen. 50).

Another example of spiritual abundance is seen in the Hebrew nation of Israel, descendants of Abraham that benefited from the covenant of blessings God made with him.  As God promised Abraham, the Hebrew nation propagated and was well supplied by God.  As chosen people of God, God performed supernatural wonders just for them.  Before leaving Egypt, God sent ten plagues through Egypt on their behalf  (Ex. 7-11), he parted the Red Sea  (Exodus 14), and they drank water from a rock when water could not be found  (Num. 20, Ex. 17:6).  By the hand of God, they wandered in the wilderness for 40 years, and their clothes and shoes never wore out (Neh. 9:21).  They ate manna and quail from heaven  (Ex. 16:13,14), and as they wandered in the wilderness, God miraculously led them with a cloud by day and fire by night  (Neh. 9:19).

Instead of being an example of blessings to the world as God intended them to be their thought patterns of unbelief and disobedience hindered them from truly being this blessing.  Each time a crisis occurred they doubted and questioned God  (Num. 20:2-5).  Their negative thoughts and lack of faith in God, consequently led to the destruction of the Hebrew nation, both Northern (destroyed in 786 BC, by the Assyrians), and Southern Kingdoms (destroyed in 586 BC, by the Babylonians).

As I previously stated, God wants his people to live in an overflowing abundance of blessings.  He has promised that, “no good thing does he withhold from those whose walk is blameless”  (Ps. 84:11).  And “if you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father give good gifts to those who ask him”  (Matt. 7:11)!

On the other hand, as Christians, if we do not receive these blessings we are living beneath our privilege.  The Apostle Paul instructs that we should “not conform any longer to the pattern of this world but be transformed by the renewing of our minds”  (Rom. 12:1).  Therefore, we must realign our thought patterns with the word of God and that is the spiritual realm of faith.  The realm in which “we live by faith, not by sight”  (2 Cor. 5:7).  This is the realm in which the Holy Spirit leads and guides, for “those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God”  (Rom. 8:14).  

We must learn to “walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit”  (Rom. 8:1, KJV).  The patriarchs and prophets in the Bible lived in this realm and Christ’s death on the cross made it possible for us to live likewise, so that we may receive abundant life in Him as well.  Our transformed minds must grow in the knowledge of the word of God in a meaningful way.    


After we accept the call to salvation, understand the roles of the Holy Ghost, and how He operates in our lives, subsequently our thought process must move to a higher level of knowledge, understanding, obedience, prayer, and faith in God.  Then our characters will overflow with the character of Jesus.

