‘A View from the Top:
Leadership Skills for Women’
Martha Stewart and Me
‘A leader is one who knows the way, goes the way and shows the way.’ 
This is one of my favorite quotes from John Maxwell. Earlier this year, the leadership authority personally trained me to be one of his leadership coaches. Since this book is about leadership skills for women, I will combine what I learned from him and my studies from a master’s degree with a leadership specialization with a chance encounter I had with Homegoods Maven Martha Stewart in the late 90’s.  This was before her troubles began and when she was at the top of her game. I witnessed strong leadership skills that we can all learn from. 
 “Where are all the women?”
“Martha Stewart wants you...” Those words were the only ones my coworker Mary and I heard before we dashed down the hallway toward the conference room. I was working as an investment assistant for the Investment Department of a large Fortune 500 company. Our vice presidents and portfolio managers were the buy-side investors for Wall Street companies. “They comprised the investing institutions such as mutual funds, pension funds and insurance firms that tend to buy large portions of securities for money-management purposes.” (Investopedia) Martha Stewart Living Omnimedia was visiting our Investment Department in order to get our portfolio managers and vice presidents to invest in her company for their pension fund customer accounts. In all my years working there, the Investment Assistants, rarely if ever, were invited into these pitch meetings.
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