Chapter One

Picture this:  A large ball is floating in space.  It is completely sterile, completely devoid of life.  Not a single living creature is on it.  This large ball is one of eight planets that revolve around the sun, and as you have probably guessed, the ball is Planet Earth as it was billions of years ago.

There was a time when it was as lifeless as all the planets, moons, and other bodies making up the Solar System.

According to the scientific explanation, there were bodies of water, perhaps ponds, that were made up from some sort of primordial soup and from that soup some sort of life emerged.  Now granted, there was water on Earth, but bear in mind that all water that was on Earth at that time was as sterile as everything else on the planet.

Volcanic ash or any other ingredients that might have gotten into those bodies of water were also sterile, as was everything else on the face of the earth.

But scientists must have an explanation for everything, so the best thing they could come up with was the primordial soup theory.   Over time, chemical reactions resulted in the spontaneous emergence of a simple cell life form, from which all forms of life on Earth evolved.

This simple cell life form, according to scientists, is the common ancestor of all life on this planet.  Giant redwoods, ants, whales, bats, mushrooms, polar bears, seaweed, grasshoppers, you name it.

Now consider the complexity of life.  The makeup of a frog, for example, is more complicated than that of an automobile, or a TV set, a computer, or any other man-made contrivance.  Its heart, brains, eyes, reproductive system, digestive system, and all its other organs must work together in order for it and its kind to survive and reproduce.

Did all the frog's organs develop at the same time?  Or did they develop separately at different times?  That all its organs developed separately would have been impossible.  Which of its organs would have come first?  Which would have come second?  And as it evolved, it would have taken a very long time in between organs. So how would it have survived?

Even a tree is a complicated.  Like the frog, its roots, trunk, bark, leaves, and other parts must work together for it to survive and reproduce.  As Joyce Kilmer said in his poem, "Only God can make a tree."

Consider the countless forms of life on Earth, many being much more complicated than a frog or a tree.  Try to sit down and list all the creatures in the sea.  It would probably take a very long time, and even then you wouldn't get them all.

Then there are the birds, the insects, the mollusks, the rodents, the worms, the reptiles, and on and on.  Everything that creeps, crawls, swims, flies, walks, and burrows would be almost impossible to list.

All these countless forms of life, each more complicated than the machines we make, were supposed to have just happened.  They evolved from random events.  Even teams of scientists led by Einstein himself, if they could somehow go back in time to when there was nothing probably couldn't create a blade of grass.

Now go back to the huge ball, which was similar to what the planet Mars is today, floating around in space.   It staggers the mind to think that all of these myriad life forms came from a sterile pond in a sterile world.

Supposedly all these creatures on Earth slowly evolved into what they are today.  Let's look at an example, say a rattlesnake, and try to figure out what happened to make it what it is today.

The rattlesnake has heat sensors in its head that can sense warm blooded prey.  It has venom that can kill its prey.  It has the means to deliver the venom into its prey.
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Did the snake randomly acquire these sensors?  Did it randomly acquire its deadly venom?  Did it randomly acquire hollow fangs to inject the venom into its prey?   These acquired traits could hardly be random.

Was the snake aware that it needed the heat sensors to find prey and therefore developed them?  Did it then become aware that deadly venom would help to kill its prey and then proceed to concoct it?   Did it come to realize that hollow fangs would be a good method to inject the venom?

After killing its prey, it would need a way to consume it and digest it, so it developed jaws that would unhinge allowing it to swallow prey larger than its body, and then developed that which would dissolve its meal, extract all the nutrients it needed to survive, and then expel the waste from its body.

If the scientists' theories are correct, then it would have taken a very long time to develop all these traits, so how did the snake survive during this process?

Now a rattlesnake is not considered to be a very intelligent creature, so it probably didn't figure any of this out.  Even if it were smart enough to be aware of its needs and desires, how could it acquire such traits?

The rattlesnake is only one example.  How would a chameleon decide that changing its color would be excellent camouflage and then acquire that ability?  Or how would an eel be able to acquire the ability to deliver an electric shock?

How about birds and their ability to fly?  Or moles and their ability to burrow? And on and on.  And I haven’t even mentioned humans and their marvelous brains.

Doesn't common sense tell us that it would be impossible for a living being to emerge from a sterile pond?  Doesn't common sense tell us that the different kinds of traits and abilities of creatures most probably didn't happen randomly?

So here we have an Earth teeming with countless billions of creatures of innumerable varieties, each being more complicated than our marvelous machines, all of which originated in a sterile pond in a sterile world.

For the most part I respect science.  It's given us many inventions that have made life more comfortable and healthy for us.  But science has one bad habit.

When they can't explain something, someone will come up with a theory about it.  Others will look for ways to bolster that theory.  Scientists will start fitting pieces into the puzzle. Many of those pieces may not fit perfectly, however, so they will trim them and squeeze them into place.

After a time, what was once a theory begins to be accepted as fact.

