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1.   The Mustang GT was born in:  (a)  mid-year 1965   (b)  1966   (c)  1979    (d)   1967

2.   What company designed the engine in the Triumph TR-8?   

(a)  Buick  (b)  Ford  (c)  Austin-Healey  (d)  Rover

3.   What car debuted with four bucket seats and a full-length console?


(a)  Jaguar XK-E 2+2  (b)  Grand Prix  (c)  365 GT-C  (d)  Dodge Charger

4.   What is the only sports car with a transverse, mid-engine V-12?       (a)  Lamborghini 


Countach  (b)  Lamborghini Miura  (c)  Ferrari Boxer  (d)  Ford GT-40

5.   What was the first model year for the Miata?  (a)  1990  (b)  1992  (c)  1988  (d)  1989

6.   The last year that genuine Shelby Mustangs were built by Shelby in California was:


(a)  1967  (b)  1966  (c)  1970  (d)  1968

7.   The first T-top was on the:  (a)  Trans Am  (b)  Porsche 914  (c)  Corvette  (d) Z

8.   (T)  (F)   Malcolm Bricklin first became famous for importing motor scooters.

9.   (T)  (F)  The Mustang made its debut on May 30, 1964.

10. (T)  (F)  Janis Joplin sang about a Mercedes, but she drove a Porsche 356.

11. (T)  (F)  The most famous and collectible Toyota sports car is the 2000 GT.

12. (T)  (F)  The last real 427 Cobra of the original production run was built especially 


for Bill
Cosby.

13. (T)  (F)  The smallest engine offered in the Impala SS of the Sixties was the 327.

14. Who starred in Vanishing Point?  _______________________________________

15. What kind of car did he drive in the movie?  ______________________________

                                                 MAYBELLE’S INFLATION
Riiiiiiinnnggg!!!

“Fad Control… Hula-Hoop Report?! Lady, I’m up to my handlebars in confiscated transistor radios! And ever’ one of ‘em needs one of these funny little brick-shaped batteries! Just tell them kids in your yard that their hula-hoopin’ in your front yard is tacky and ought to be illegalized!”

Boy we had it tough back in those days of such flaming innocence. The years 1959 through 1961 were nothing if not innocent beyond comparison. The Japanese created a new market for both brick-shaped 9v batteries and reliable motorcycles. Hula-hoops were all the rage. A Superbowl was a large fruit salad, Beetles were ugly little varmints, the term recreational drugs was an anachronism, and assassinations were something happening in another part of the world. As usual the Corvettes of the era reflected America as well as anything mass-produced in the land. The 1959 model was of course a styling triumph. The cross they hung over the styling department door did the trick. Once The Chrome Hallucination was banished, General Motors really learned how to style cars. So what if the 1959 Chevy had fins almost as wild as those on the King-of-the-Fins ’59 Caddy? It was a time of blissful innocence. Later on in the foggy years we would look back and see that we were “finding ourselves” in this era. We were just expressing ourselves in the latest fashion, just as we do now.

The 1959 Corvette got two things in its interior that because of my childhood memories, I have zero truly-real interest in owning one of any older vintage. These two items were a black interior and that cute little reverse-lockout, T-handle shifter. Silly as it is, these two things just push it over the line. The styling department was sneaking out of the closet, still as innocent as the bee’s knees, but definitely on the way to glory. The 1960 model got 25 more horsepower on both the fuelie models. The ’61 got a new tail. Both the ’60 and ’61 were available with a 24-gallon fuel tank option. The last wide whitewalls rolled out of Saint Louie on the 1961 model. The 1959-61models were all very much the same and they were all a reflection of a simpler time.

Get your act together, Maybelle, ‘cause we’re goin’ for a ride. Even in the days of bland innocence, conservatism could be a nice thing to have tag along. This ’60 model is a simple Ermine White with black interior and soft-top, no hardtop. It has the #469C 270-hp engine option (not a fuelie), four-speed, Positraction, radio, heater, and power top. A very conservative car for $4666.20 in the land of the tailfin, it still offered tons of charm as a long-term pal. Rather than cough up $484.20 for a hot-rod fuelie, any buyer had the option to boogie down for a reasonable $182.95 for this sweet little motivator, a big hunk a’ love for only 283 cubic inches. I told ‘em to hold the cove color and hardtop, Maybelle, because they match the wide whitewalls, which I also refuse to pay money for. We’d have bought the pow’r and air, if they would have sold it to us, but they wouldn’t, so we bought the car anyway. Just thank Duntov that the options chart was full of spoats ca’ good-junk. We could have been cursed with opera windows and tailfins! Instead we left some ergonomics in the garage and Maybelle insists she’s getting stronger every day since she started driving mah little putt-putt, but oh, what style! But you know what the best thing about the 1960 Corvette was? There was no inflation! The ‘60’s were even an ant’s petunia cheaper than the ‘59’s! Is that innocence or what? All optional engines were identically priced through the consecutive ‘59-’61 model years. The only inflation we had was Maybelle’s job. Did you check them tires ‘fore we left?

Answers 

1.  (a)  mid-year 1965

2.  (a) Buick

3.  (d)  Dodge Charger

4.  (b)  Lamborghini Miura

5.  (a)  1990

6.  (a)  1967

7.  (c)  Corvette

8.  True – Malcolm Bricklin first imported Lambretta scooters from Italy, then Rabbit 

     scooters from Japan, and then Subaru 360’s from Japan prior to the creation of the 

     Bricklin sports car.

 9.  False – April 17, 1964

10. True – Her car was either a regular 356 or a Speedster, a variation of the 356.

11. True – The 2000 GT is far and away the most collectible Toyota sports car!

12. True – Shelby built the last Cobra for his pal, Bill Cosby, at Cosby’s request.

13. False – The 283 was the smallest.  The 327 was optional.

14. Barry Newman

15. White 1970 Hemi or 440 Challenger Coupe

Test Results

15           You need a transfusion.  You have 20/50 Castrol for blood!

12 - 14   You’ve been reading entirely too much Road & Track!

  9 - 11   You need a refresher course.  Motorweek is on Channel 18 every Saturday..

  4  -  8  Are you sure you’re an Amurrican?

  0  -  3  Get off the highway!  You’re obstructing traffic! 

