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Get Yourself Together

Ladies,
Most of the single Christian women I know have the desire to be married, and they are determined not to settle for living with a man to just have a man in their lives. However, one thing I’ve discovered is that some of them haven’t prepared themselves to receive the love they desire. They talk about the things they want in their future husband such as his looks, height, profession, how they want him to treat them, etc. However, none of them talk about what they are doing to make sure they are prepared to receive him. I’ve never heard any discussions regarding making sure their house is prepared to receive the “right kind of love.” So, ladies, let me make a few suggestions: before we can even consider bringing that exceptional person in our lives, the first thing we need to do is some spring cleaning (emotional, physical, and spiritual).  You may not know what you’re going to bring to the relationship, but one of the things you don’t want to bring with you is “old baggage.” 
I don’t know about you, but it’s been a while since I’ve cleaned out my closets and removed excess baggage out of my life.  We tell ourselves that one day we are going to dedicate some time to get things in order, but that time never seems to come (and you know how things can get behind closed doors).  Well, if we are thinking about bringing someone into our lives, especially a husband, we need to open those closed doors and see if we have excess baggage lying around.  Be it physical, emotional, or spiritual; if it's not blessing our lives, then we need to get rid of it. 
If it’s your desire to be married, there’s no time like the present to start getting things in order. Don’t wait until you start dating or when the man proposes to get things in order.  From the moment the thought enters your spirit, you should start preparing to be the wife to whom he will want to come home. If you want to be one with him, start getting your house in order now, so the baggage from the past won’t come between you.  Ladies, let’s get our houses in order.  As you read this book, it’s my prayer that the Lord will shine the light on every hidden area in your life that is out of order, so that you can have things decent and in order, before we receive this special love.


[bookmark: _Toc422857975][bookmark: _Toc49425673][bookmark: _Toc320305541][bookmark: _Toc320743446][bookmark: _Toc322621469][bookmark: _Toc386742996][bookmark: _Toc386820444][bookmark: _Toc390529885][bookmark: _Toc322621466][bookmark: _Toc386742993][bookmark: _Toc386820441][bookmark: _Toc390529882]If You Want A Boaz, Start Acting Like Ruth

Ruth 3:10-11 And he said, blessed be thou of the LORD, my daughter: for thou hast showed more kindness in the latter end than at the beginning, inasmuch as thou followedst not young men, whether poor or rich. And now, my daughter, fear not; I will do to thee all that thou requirest: for all the city of my people doth know that thou art a virtuous woman. 
Oftentimes, I hear ladies say, “Where is my Boaz?” “I want me a Boaz.”  Well, I want to ask those ladies a question: “Are you acting like Ruth, so he can find you?”  If you’re thinking about that question, then there’s a possibility that your answer will be no.  We all know how the story ends; Ruth gets the man. However, we never talk about what Ruth went through to become Mrs. Boaz.  While it's true most single women desire to be married, very few prepare to be a wife. We should utilize our time alone to prepare to be the virtuous woman God is calling us to be. So, let’s talk about Ruth and how she got her house ready for her Boaz. And for me to do that, I first want to share with you a little about the threshing floor (field) where they met, which sparked this wonderful romance. 
In the Bible days, there was no machinery, so after the harvest, the grain was separated from the straw and husks by beating it manually. Threshing in Bible times was the harvest-time activity by which the grain was removed from the husk, and the tares were separated from the wheat. First, there had to be a flat surface, which was smooth and hard, and this was known as the threshing floor. The threshing floor (field) was flat and hardened by the passing of animals over the sheaves. The process of threshing was performed generally by spreading the sheaves on the threshing floor and causing oxen and cattle pulling a sled that was created for them, to tread repeatedly over them, loosening the edible part of cereal grain or crop from the scaly, inedible chaff that surrounds it. After the threshing process, then winnowing forks were used to throw the stalks and grain up into the air so that the wind might blow the unwanted chaff away and leave the valuable kernels. This was known as “winnowing.” It was customary in Israel, and a part of their law to leave the corners of the field for the poor to glean (gather slowly and laboriously, bit by bit). So, this is where Ruth was working when Boaz saw her. Not a pretty place to meet, and you know she was not looking her best. However, you never know where you will meet the love God has created for you, or the circumstances that will bring you together.  Now, onto our story.  
Ruth was working in the fields gathering the grain left by the reapers when Boaz saw her.  I believe Boaz was attracted to Ruth because she was a hard worker.  He asked his servant who was the damsel in the field, and they told him it was Ruth, the daughter of Naomi.  Boaz heard Ruth’s faithfulness, and the love she had for Naomi.  He heard how she stayed by her mother-in-law’s side after she had lost everything. Although Ruth was a stranger in their land, the talk about her kindness, love, and compassion was the talk of the town. Ruth’s life exhibited admiral qualities. She had earned this reputation because she displayed these qualities consistently.  No matter where she went, her character never changed.  Ruth’s love for Naomi didn’t end when her husband died; her love for her mother-in-law was unconditional.  She loved her in good times and the bad times. Some of us will walk away from our family and friends when the good times (or money) stops flowing and act as if we never knew them.  However, Ruth was faithful and never left her side.  Now, here in his presence was the woman he heard so much about, and she is working in his field. 
“Good Works” Preceded Her
Mathew 5:16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. 
Ruth’s “good works” not “good looks” preceded her and prepared her for this meeting with Boaz. Ruth was getting her house ready for the next blessing that the Lord would bring into her life.  Ladies, your good works should be speaking for you right now.  The life you live should reflect who you are in Christ.  Your life should tell people who you are, what you stand for, and reflect your love for the Lord.  If it’s not, then it’s time to do some remodeling in your life.  It’s time to get rid of those areas not pleasing to the Lord.  It’s time for a complete makeover, and not only on the outside. I’m talking about allowing the Holy Spirit to strip away what’s been hurt and abused, and allowing him to renew a right spirit within you. If you surrender completely to the Lord, He will destroy the old you and make all things brand new in your life (2 Corinthians 5:17).  
If you want a Boaz to come into your life, then allow the Lord to do a new work within you, and He will prepare you for the one He has chosen for you.   You must have the attitude of Ruth if you want a Boaz; start working now for the blessing you want to have in your life.  The Lord gave Ruth favor because she had faithfully sown seeds through hard work, love, and dedication. I believe the Lord went before her to make her crooked places straight and sent His favor ahead of Ruth because she was faithful and thankful for what she had, and she didn’t mind a little hard work. 
Boaz wasn’t looking for someone beautiful. However, God gave him favor; for Ruth was beautiful. Boaz wanted the woman who would become his wife to have the willingness to serve with gladness of heart. Boaz worked hard to accomplish all that he had acquired. Therefore, he was seeking a like-minded partner to appreciate it and to help him maintain it, not someone who only wanted what was best for them.  Ladies, we must remember, while we are looking for a man to take care of us, the man is looking for a woman who will work with him, so they can achieve greater things together.  And only someone with a servant’s spirit can complete this picture. The Lord wants to see this same thing in us; He wants us to have a servant’s spirit. Our spirit should reflect Christ, and just like Christ, we should have the heart of a servant. 
Boaz saw all this and more in Ruth, and that is why he gave her favor and asked her to take a break and have lunch at his table. Ruth wanted to know why he was being so kind to her. Boaz told her he knew about everything she did for her mother-in-law since the death of her husband, and how she left her own land to live here among complete strangers. He gave her favor and told her:
· Don’t work in another man’s field. 
· Abide in his field close to his handmaidens.
· Let your eyes be on the field that they reap, and go after them.
· Don’t be afraid of the young men, for he gave her favor with them.
· When you get thirsty, go to the vessels and drink that which the young men have drawn.
· Then he told his men to allow her to glean even among the sheaves. This was very rare because no one could glean until all the sheaves were bound.  
After having lunch with Boaz, he pronounced a blessing over her life and said, “May the LORD, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come to take refuge, reward you fully for what you have done.”  
Now, I want you to notice what Ruth did next; she went back into the fields and worked even harder.  It says she worked until evening.  Some of us would have taken advantage of this favorable treatment and slacked off from working as hard as we did before because we had special favor with the owner. Ladies, it doesn’t work like that. Whatever you were doing for the Lord to bless you with a husband, you must continue to do after you receive the blessing. Some of us get a ring on our finger and forget about what it took to be blessed.  We forget about how the Lord cleaned us up, lifted us out of our miry pit, and placed our feet in a better place.  We forget about all of that and allow our house to become filled with the sins of the past, and open doors for the enemy to come in and mess up our house.  If we want a Boaz in our lives, we must start now getting our house in order.  We must stop playing around with the Bozos and get to the threshing floor, so the Lord can do a work within us. Stop settling for something good, when God desires to give you something great. Okay, let’s get back to Ruth.  
Ruth returned to work, finished out her day, and went home.  She didn’t flaunt herself around Boaz.  She wasn’t trying to tempt him with her sexuality and seal the deal with her body.  Ah, come on now; don’t act like you don’t know what I am talking about. You know that is what some of us like to do after we meet someone who has great potential.  We want to make sure that he will make good on his promises to us; so, we invite him to our house for a nice dinner, then show him what he’s been missing. Next, we lead him on by telling him, “You ain’t seen nothing yet.” Doing that doesn’t seal the deal, and it doesn’t prove anything good. What you’ve done is let a man know that you can be bought. You just demonstrated that you are willing to give up your temple, a place the Lord said is a dwelling place for His Holy Spirit for help with your rent, car payment, groceries, and some new accessories.  You’ve given him all the privileges of married life, but at what price?  If you want a Boaz, you pattern your life after Ruth.  If you’re not sure what to do, seek godly counsel before moving on to the next phase of the relationship.  There’s nothing wrong with talking to someone when you’re not sure what your next steps should be.  Because that’s exactly what Ruth did; she went home and talked with Naomi.  
WISDOM FROM NAOMI
Ruth went home and talked with her mother-in-law, and she taught her how to receive the blessing the Lord had placed on her life.  My advice to you would be to make sure what they tell you to do lines up with the Word of God.  Make sure their advice doesn’t cause you to lose your soul. I say this because sometimes our friends tell us what we want to hear.  The advice Naomi gave Ruth was in line with their laws. 
· Where and when to make the next contact with Boaz 
· Wash yourself .
· Anoint yourself with perfume.
· Get dressed for the occasion.
· Go down to the threshing floor where he will be found this night.
· Do not make yourself known to him until he is through eating and drinking.
· Mark the place where he shall lie down for the night.
· Go in, and uncover his feet.
· Lay yourself down at his feet.
· Listen to what he tells you to do.

The advice Naomi gave Ruth blessed her, didn’t hinder her walk with the Lord.  She helped Ruth to win Boaz’s heart, yet still be a virtuous lady. Ruth never forgot who she was, and she kept her house in order so that the Lord could bless her.  
Ruth followed Naomi’s advice, and that night she laid at Boaz’s feet. Notice, they did not lie together as husband and wife. They didn’t have sex before they became one. Ladies, if Ruth could get a man like Boaz without sleeping with him, this should tell us that we don’t have to give our bodies to every Bozo that comes along just to have a man in our lives.  Because of the way Ruth carried herself, Boaz told Ruth, “I knew you are a virtuous woman.”  Did you hear that?  He knew she was a woman of virtue.  She didn’t have to tell him.  He knew it from the way she carried herself that she was a woman of virtue, and he respected her.  All of Bethlehem knew of Ruth, and that she was a virtuous woman. There is no doubt that many men had sought Ruth’s hand in marriage, but she refused them.  She was saving herself for the right kind of lover, her husband. 
Now, when Boaz found Ruth at His feet, he questioned her about what she was doing.  Ladies, this is where you separate the girls from the women of God. Ruth was completely honest with Boaz (not that he wasn’t aware of her history). Remember, he knew of her relationship with Naomi, and what they had endured. Boaz knew they didn’t have material wealth, but what they possessed no money could ever buy.  They had the favor of the Lord upon their lives. I don’t know about you, but I will take God’s favor over riches any day. He knew that Ruth wanted him to be her husband.  Boaz was surprised she wanted him.  She could have chosen a younger man.  So, when she offered herself to him, he felt honored, and he knew it had to be the hand of the Lord. Let us learn this lesson: when the Lord sends the right man into your life, don’t miss your blessing because he’s not wrapped the way you want him to be. God doesn’t make mistakes. He has already seen the heart of the man He has for you, and He knows this is the man you need.  The Lord is not going to satisfy the wants of your flesh; He is satisfying the needs of your heart.  Therefore, don’t miss out on a blessing because he’s not six feet, and built like The Rock.  Remember, Absalom and Delilah were beautiful but had wicked hearts.
BACK TO RUTH
Once again, Ruth's good works spoke for her. What do your actions say about your reputation? Do they reflect the actions of a godly woman?  A good reputation is something that we display consistently, even behind closed doors. Listen, ladies, if he can’t take you out to dinner, a movie, or have a good time with you without expecting you to have sex, then you are dating Bozo, not Boaz.  Let him go.  Save your goodness for Boaz.  Your Boaz will respect and love you for being a virtuous woman, and you won’t have to worry about him leaving you if you won’t have sex with him. 
Now, ladies can you say that your house is ready?  Are you living a life that glorifies the Lord? When people see you, do they talk about your good works? If not, then you still have some work to do, because if you want a Boaz, get your house in order.  Start now, working on your house. If you build your house for the Lord, a man will have to go through God to get the key to open the door of your heart.  So, before you ask the Lord “Where is my Boaz?” check to see if your life reflects being a virtuous woman.  If not, then you know where your Boaz is; he is waiting for you to get your house in order.  Just a hint of advice: if you prepare your house to receive Boaz, all the Bozos will be turned away at the door. 
Prayer of Thanksgiving
Father, teach me to display the qualities of Ruth in my life every day, for it is my desire that my work glorifies Your Name and leads others to You. Lord, I want them to see You in me. 


[bookmark: _Toc422857976][bookmark: _Toc49425674]Get Your House in Order
Matthew 21:12-13 And Jesus went into the temple of God and cast out all them that sold and bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of the moneychangers, and the seats of them that sold doves, and said unto them, it is written, My house shall be called the house of prayer, but ye have made it a den of thieves. 
Come on, ladies, it is time. It's past time!  You’ve put it off long enough. In fact, you’ve put it off so long that things are beginning to pile up.  You can’t seem to find what you are looking for, and you have no idea where you put it.  You can’t remember the last time you saw it or what it felt like.  You begin to wonder whether you will recognize it if you saw it. However, you know it must be here somewhere.  Now, what did you do with it?  What am I talking about?  I am talking about your joy.  When was the last time you had real joy in your life? You have allowed the enemy to come in and fill your house (your temple) with all kinds of clutter.  He brought in things that were not meant to be in God’s temple (remember you are the temple).  After that last bad relationship, we forgot to close the door, and the enemy came in with doubt, anger, unforgiveness, hatred, revenge, backbiting, and all kinds of ungodly things that messed up our house.  Oh, and let’s not forget how we continue to allow him to remind us of the terrible things we did in the past.  Come on. Get out the devil buster. We’ve got some cleaning to do!  
It’s a Dirty Job, but It Must Be Done 
We have avoided it long enough.  We know it should be done.  We’ve stored so much hurt and anger in our house that when joy tries to come in, he is turned away.  We’ve told him love does not live here anymore; and so, joy leaves with his head hanging down.  Girl, I know you may not feel like it, but you must get off your butt and clean your house.  You can’t remain “Young and Restless” anymore, nor is thinking about taking your life to be in “Another World” going to make things better.  This is your house, and it’s time you cleaned it.  As you sit there mad at him, the “Days of Your Lives” are passing you by, and you are allowing the enemy to keep you and “All Your Children” hanging on his every word waiting for him to call.  God sent the Holy Spirit to be your “Guiding Light," but you keep holding onto the “Secret Storms” of your past mistakes and the “Dark Shadows” of the enemy are making you forget that you only have “One Life to Live." 
 WAKE UP!  Stop watching those soap operas, get off your butt, and get your house in order!  This cleaning must be done to teach you to appreciate the blessing God is sending your way.  How can He bring you that unique someone if you do not get that mess out of your house?  No!  No!  No!  Don’t you put that stuff in the basement, and moving it to the garage will not help.  Don’t even think about putting it in the attic and have all that stinky stuff hanging over your head.  Get rid of it!  Come on, it’s got to go! “You must give up the things you want for God to bless you with the things you need."  Can I say that again?  I believe I will…“You must give up the things you want for God to bless you with the things you need."  
[bookmark: OLE_LINK90][bookmark: OLE_LINK91]We must get rid of the pain, the anger, the fear, the hurt, the unforgiveness, and the resentment.  We must dispose of it for the Lord to bring us joy, peace, happiness, love, and prosperity.  The only way to obtain what God has for us is by cleaning out our house and filling it with whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of a good report. If we fill our house with these things, there won’t be any room for the enemy to come in and mess it up again. We have allowed our house to be unclean for too long.  Let’s be honest with ourselves; we allowed it because, at certain times, it made us feel good.  Well, ladies, there is more to life than feelings.  Get your house in order!  It’s time to face what we have been dreading the most.  Are you ready?  Open that door and put the devil out!  Tell him he can’t live here anymore.  Tell him that God has created a clean heart in you and renewed your spirit. 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK92][bookmark: OLE_LINK93]Put the devil out!  Get out your “devil dust buster” and suck all those terrible thoughts out of your life.  When you finish, don’t leave the bag in the devil buster.  Empty the bag outside in the dumpster when you finish.  Put him out!!!  Let him know there is no room for him at your house.  Let him know that you aren’t going to take it anymore. 
NO MORE!
No more reminding you of your past mistakes!  Because the Word says, “And their sins and iniquities will I remember no more” (Hebrews 10:17).   
No more making me feel like I am not worthy of a good relationship! Because the Word says, “There is, therefore, now no condemnation to them, which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh but after the Spirit” (Romans 8:1).
No more crying in the midnight hours because he has not called.  No more abusing me in front of my friends.  
No more coming home when they get ready! Because the Word says: “… but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD (Joshua 24:15).
No more trying to get even with the person who took them from you.  (They didn’t take him; he left).  
No more using the kids to get even with him! No more threats to call the child support agency if he does not do what you want.  If it's his child, he should be supporting them regardless of how you feel.  “Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord” (Romans 12:19).   
NO MORE! NO MORE! NO MORE! I AM GETTING MY HOUSE IN ORDER!
Have a fire sale and charge the enemy seven times the interest for everything that he has taken from your house, and don’t hold onto anything that is not of God for sentimental reasons.  It’s time to get your house in order.  Do what the Lord did and take a whip and chase the enemy out of your house.  Tell him, as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.  Get your house in order.  And when you do, God will say to you…”Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy Lord” (Matthew 25:23)
WHAT BAGS DID HE LEAVE BEHIND? 
When you put him out don’t let him leave any of his bags behind to have an excuse to come back and visit.  You know they like to come back to visit.  All they need is an open door.  You put the devil out.  However, why would you let him leave his bags behind?  Didn’t you hear what I said?  Put him and his things out! 
You can always tell when the enemy’s bags were left behind.  Look at how we react: 
· We get out of a bad relationship because it was destroying our joy, but we are still extremely resentful, bitter, and angry.  
· We got out of financial debt, but we still cannot control our desires to spend on frivolous things.  
· We got out of a harmful habit or addiction, but we still long to try it just one more time.  
· We said, “I forgive you," but we don’t have peace with that person, so we want to talk about what they did to us all the time.  
· We told our mate that it was over, but we continue to let him call, come over, and take advantage of us.  
· We got out of that horrible oppressive job, but we are still trying to sabotage the company after we’ve left.  
· We stopped having an affair with that married man, but we still lust after him.  
· We broke off our relationship with that hurtful, abusive person, but we are suspicious and distrusting of every new person we meet.  
· We decided to let go of the past hurts from growing up in an unstable family environment.  However, we believe we are unworthy of love from others, and we refuse to get attached to anyone.  
WHEN YOU PUT THE DEVIL OUT, MAKE SURE HE TAKES HIS BAGS TOO!!
Now that you have put your house in order by getting rid of the “stinking thinking," which clotted up your arteries, and raised your blood pressure,  let’s work on filling our house with things that are honest, pure, lovely, and of a good report. In other words, fill your house with things that will bless you and not hinder you from having the love you so richly desire and deserve.  
Remember, we need to get our whole house in order; and that may entail some deep cleaning of those hidden areas that you think no one can see.  We must get rid of our old motto of “If they can’t see it, why clean it,” attitude, because it’s those hidden unclean areas in our lives that will come to light and hurt us the most.
[bookmark: _Toc390529886]
Prayer of Thanksgiving
Father, thank You, for helping me to rise early to spend time with You in prayer before I begin my workday.  Thank You for teaching me to build my house on a firm foundation and helping me to keep it filled with things that will glorify Your Name. 
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[bookmark: _Toc49425675]Get Rid of Your “I Don’ts

Proverbs 31:10-12 Who can find a virtuous and capable wife? She is more precious than rubies. Her husband can trust her, and she will greatly enrich his life. She brings him good, not harm, all the days of her life. (NLT)

Ladies, as the Lord begins to deep clean our lives, let us ask Him to help us get rid of every “I Don’t” that is not pleasing to Him. As I said in the introduction, it’s those “I Don’ts” that are hindering us from hearing those “I Do’s.”  Therefore, if you have a lot of “I Don’ts” in your life, and you have a strong desire to become a wife, do not put off asking the Lord to help you get your house in order any longer. If you want “Boaz," be like Ruth and start right where you are, preparing to become a blessing to the man you desire to become one with. Start now preparing to become the person for whom his heart will long for. The same way the Lord wants us to prepare to receive blessings from Him; single ladies should be preparing to receive their husbands. After all, a husband is a blessing from the Lord, and we don’t want to take any blessing the Lord gives us for granted.  The Lord is preparing this special man to be a part of your destiny, just like He’s preparing you to be a part of his. So, now let’s take another look at the “I Don’ts” we need to get rid of before we can say, “I Do.”  
If we: 
· DON’T like cooking 
· DON’T like cleaning 
· DON’T like washing clothes  
· DON’T like getting up early
· DON’T like putting another person’s needs first 
If any of the above describes us, then we aren’t ready to have the Lord send us a husband, because clearly, we have some things in our lives that we need to work on. If we want the Lord to send us a “Boaz," then we must possess the qualities of a virtuous and capable woman.  The scripture reads, “Who can find a virtuous and a capable wife?” Strong and mental qualities are what we need to be a treasure found by the man the Lord has prepared for us.  These are the same qualities that Ruth possessed. 
Our scripture tells us that this woman is not only virtuous, she is also capable. We always talk about being a virtuous woman, but we seldom hear discussions about being a capable woman.  So, let’s look at those two words that described the wife waiting to be found, and see what they mean:
Virtuous: chaste, ethical, exemplary, honest, honorable, innocent, moral, noble, pure, righteous, spotless, upright, valiant, worthy.
Capable: able, accomplished, adept, competent, effective, experienced, expert, proficient, qualified, skilled. 

ARE YOU VIRTUOUS AND CAPABLE?
Ladies, do we have the right to ask the Lord to bless us with a husband if we aren’t prepared to take care of our blessing? Think about it like this: How would you feel if the man you married wouldn’t go to work every day to provide for his family, laid around the house, hung out with his boys, and drank?  You wouldn’t feel very good about that—would you? In fact, you would be downright ticked off.  Now, how do you think your man would feel if he came home from work and the food that he brought isn’t cooked, the clothes he provided for the family aren’t cleaned, or the house he brought you is always filthy?  It says in Proverbs 12:4, “A virtuous woman is a crown to her husband: but she that maketh ashamed is as rottenness in his bones.”  The Lord created woman to be a “help” to her husband, not a “hindrance.”  If we want to be a “kept” woman, then we should learn how to “keep” a house. A virtuous woman doesn't only take care of herself; she is also capable of taking care of her home by doing the following things:
· She is not afraid to venture out into something new or start a business to provide for her family.

· She keeps herself and her family in good health by preparing the proper food and clothing.

· She is honest and upright in all that she does.

· She respects and loves the Lord and is good to all those in need.

· She doesn’t worry when a hard season comes because she already prepared for it. 

· She works for others willingly and cheerfully from the heart.

· She is loving and considerate of all her household.  

· She puts the needs of her family above her needs.

· When she speaks, she speaks with wisdom.  

· Kindness is the grace of her lips. 

· She is wise, intelligent, and cultured in mind and manners.  

· She exhumes grace and is even-tempered in all her ways. 
 
· She is an excellent example of a meek and quiet spirit.

· She manages her household with economy and discretion.

· She sets the example of godliness.

· She is an ideal wife and mother.

All I can say is, “Wow! What a woman!”  Isn’t that what you want your future husband to say about you?  Don’t you want to hear him say, “Wow! What did I ever do to be blessed with a woman like this?”  
Now, as you read through those characteristics, did you identify with them? How many of the characteristics can you honestly say you possess?  If you couldn’t identify with any of them, or only a few of them, then you’ve got some work to do. 
BE PREPARED
Ladies, we must be prepared before we can embark on one of the most important and challenging callings in a woman’s life: becoming a wife and mother.  Start now praying for wisdom to handle emotional, physical, and spiritual challenges that come with marriage and motherhood. Ask the Lord to transform you into the virtuous and capable woman He needs you to be for the one He is preparing for you. 
Allow me to share with you some of the things that will help us to get ready for the special someone:
Take Care of Your Home 
Do it now. Keep your home clean and in order. Take an inventory of what’s in your house. Don’t hoard things that you don’t use anymore. Remember, you are preparing to bring another person into your life, so the two of you will be combining things from two homes into one.  Therefore, busy yourself and put things in order now. Also, get into the habit of seeing that every day is well planned ahead of time. Plan for the seasons in your life. Time management is something that you will use every day once you are married; it will help you balance work and married life.
She is energetic and strong, a hard worker. Her hands are busy spinning thread, her fingers twisting fiber.  She has no fear of winter for her household, for everyone has warm clothing (verses 17, 19, 21).
Financial Wisdom
Be diligent with your finances. Set a budget for yourself now. If you cannot manage your finance while you are single, how will your husband be able to trust you to handle the finances in your home? Set aside your wants until all your needs are met.  In other words, pay the bills first, worry about the luxuries (beauty shop, nail salon, shopping, etc.) later. Don’t use one credit card to pay for another.  Put those cravings on the back burner.  Be accountable.  You want to be a blessing to your husband, not a burden that causes him to wonder, Why did I get married? 
Her husband can trust her, and she will greatly enrich his life. She brings him good, not harm, all the days of her life  (verses 11, 12). 
Manage Your Time 
Don’t stay up so late when you should be sleeping, especially when you’re expected to rise early to prepare for your household. Ladies, practice waking up early now, and it won’t be hard to do when the Lord blesses you with a husband.  Start now developing and prioritizing your time with the Lord, and it will prepare you for marriage. When you take the necessary steps to build a solid foundation with the Lord, you will understand what true commitment is. Think of it this way: if you don’t discipline yourself to make precious time for the Lord, then more than likely your devotion to your partner will take a back seat as well. 
Learn to Cook 
We live in a world where fast food is the answer to most of our meals.  Although you may be tempted to let fast food be the answer to feeding your family, we need to cautiously practice cooking healthy meals for ourselves, and by the time the Lord blesses you with a husband, you will be able to blow him away with your cooking skills.  You know the old saying, “The way to a man’s heart is through his stomach.”  Well, I don’t believe that, but it won’t hurt to have a few good recipes that will satisfy his hunger and let him know what a wonderful treasure he has found. And if you can’t cook, take a cooking class, watch a cooking show, or buy a cookbook.  Today, there is no excuse for anyone saying they don’t know how to cook. So, start treating yourself to some homemade meals, and let fast food be something you do occasionally. 
“She gets up before dawn to prepare breakfast for her household and plan the day's work for her servant girls. (Proverbs 31:15.
I know you’re probably wondering, “If I’m doing all this to get ready for him, what is he doing?”  Don’t worry. God’s has that under control.  Oh yeah, don’t you know the man the Lord has chosen for you is going through the same things you’re going through? He’s been praying and seeking the Lord for the one who will be his treasure for life. I think the men have it harder than we do because they should go out and find the right treasure. They must make sure they can provide and keep their treasure safe, secured, and treasured.  I am so grateful the Lord made it that way. I want to believe that the man God has chosen to be your husband is using his singleness to worship and serve the Lord so that he will be a better husband for you. Therefore, if the Lord has this man preparing to be a great husband for you, shouldn’t you use your singleness to seek the Lord and ask Him to shape and mold you into virtuous and capable women?  
Ladies, don’t allow your singleness to go to waste; take advantage of it and get all the training you can from the Lord.  It’s free.  The Lord wants to prepare you inside and out, and it won’t cost you anything.  He will get you in great shape, and you don’t even have to go to a gym. Use this time to pray for you and your future husband.  Cover him with prayers [I’ve included some prayers to get you started at the end of the book] and begin to thank the Lord for helping you to wait on him. I know the Lord has him praying for you. Therefore, use this very important time to draw nearer to the Lord. Spend time with the Lord; serve the Lord with gladness.  Serve Him with all your heart, soul, and mind. The Lord will mold you into a treasure more precious than rubies, and that “I Don’t” list will become a thing of the past, and when you are ready to say, “I Do,” the Lord will open the door and the man you desire will be there waiting for you.



[bookmark: _Toc422857978][bookmark: _Toc49425676][bookmark: _Hlk483918550]Are You a Victim of “Single Mom Silly-I” is"?

Mark 10:13-16 And they brought young children to him, that he should touch them: and his disciples rebuked those that brought them. But when Jesus saw it, he was much displeased, and said unto them, Suffer the little children to come unto me, and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God. Verily I say unto you, whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child, he shall not enter therein. And he took them up in his arms, put his hands upon them, and blessed them.
As we continue to work on getting ourselves together, I want to touch upon a topic that seems to be floating around.  It’s something that affects some single mothers. It’s nothing crucial, but we need to talk about it before it becomes a pandemic and affects those we care about. 
What am I talking about?  Okay, let me tell you.  It’s a disease going around called “Single Mom Silly-I” is" (now don’t get offended).  Some of the single moms have fallen victim to this illness, and it seems to be happening quite often.  Guess what?  If there is a disease, you know God has the cure.  That’s what I love about the Lord: nothing catches Him by surprise, and He always has the answer.   So, let’s discuss some of the symptoms of this disease called Single Mom Silly-it is (I am sure you can probably think of more), and the preventive care that will help us stop it from recurring. 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK60][bookmark: OLE_LINK61]SYMPTOM NO.  1: SHE CHOOSES A MAN OVER THE WELL-BEING OF HER CHILDREN. 
     The most important people in a single mom's world (other than the Lord) should be her children.  You are responsible for everything in their lives: their needs, safety, everything.  All their needs (needs, not their wants) should come before anyone else, INCLUDING YOURS.  Simply put, NEVER put a man (and I do not care how fine he is and how much money he has) before your children!  Never allow him to mistreat your children.  The man you are dating shouldn’t be disciplining your child; that is your job.  Yes, they should show respect to the person in your life, as they should be doing with all their elders, but discipline is still your responsibility.  Until he says I DO, you DON’T let him have control in your child’s life.  Some men try to impress the single mom by demonstrating their ability to handle your children.  Single mom, don't fall for it and do not allow it.  Don't allow ANY man to hit or verbally abuse your child––EVER!  A God-fearing man will understand his place in your life and will not try to overstep it.  He will, however, offer you godly wisdom when needed, but he will respect his place in your life.  
Never, never, ever under any circumstance leave your children alone with a man you do not know and trust!  Ladies, just because the man has taken you out a couple of times and spent some money on you does not mean that he has earned the right to be alone with your children.  Too many children end up abused or dead because we don’t think about what is best for them, and we leave them with someone we recently met.  Single mom, whenever your special friend is near, please make sure you are always around as much as possible. 
THE CURE: 
Proverbs 31:25 Strength and honor are her clothing, and she shall rejoice in time to come.    
SYMPTOM NO.  2: SHE PUT HER OWN NEEDS AHEAD OF HER CHILDREN.  
We've all seen it.  Women who are sporting Prada, Dolce & Gabbana, Gucci, Donna Karan, Celine, and Versace (did I name enough?). Meanwhile, their children are wearing worn-out and “hand me down” clothes.  You’re going to the hair salon every two weeks and getting your nails done once a month, and your children are doing without some of the basic things they need.  Again, your children’s needs should ALWAYS, ALWAYS be taken care of first.  Kids have enough to deal with every day without worrying about having the proper clothes to wear, shoes on their feet, or kids teasing them about wearing hand-me-down clothes.  You remember what that was like!  Don’t put your kids through it.  Use whatever is left to spend on your indulgences or find a girlfriend your size and start swapping clothes (been there, done that).  It works!  
A mother's first responsibility is ALWAYS to her child.  Your hair can wait to be styled, and if it can’t, I suggest you go on YouTube and learn to do it yourself!  Your nails will not fall off if you miss a week or two of pampering.  If they do, take them all off and paint them yourself until you can get to the manicurist.  Believe me, you will live!  If things are that tight, you should not be getting them done. Do I need to say it?  Okay I will say it.  Your kids didn't ask to be born.  It was your "caught up in the moment act" (some of you) that brought them here.  So, don't slight them by not properly meeting their needs.  Take care of your kids first.  
THE CURE: 
Proverbs 31:22 She maketh herself coverings of tapestry; her clothing is silk and purple.  
Proverbs 31:27 She looketh well to the ways of her household, and eateth not the bread of idleness.

SYMPTOM NO.  3: SHE PUTS DOWN THE CHILDREN'S FATHER.  (MOST TIMES, IN FRONT OF THE CHILDREN) 
Ladies, I understand the man did you wrong.  I understand the temptation to rake him over the coals.  However, as single moms, we should be extra careful not to insult and demean the children’s father in front of them.  This can create a low self-image in children, teach them to hate their father, and even lead some children to feel that they must choose between mom and dad.  If a child constantly hears the hateful sentiments his mother has against their father, the child may draw the conclusion that they, too, are "bad" or "undesirable," just like their father.  And you really do not want this to happen to them. Whatever happened between you and their father should remain that way.  The children should not have to hear each time he misses paying child support, or that he is dating someone else with kids, and doing things with her kids he did not do with them.  They should not hear that he is a no-good ____, and you wish that his _____ would fall off.  That is not the image you want the children to have regarding their father.  You must allow them to form their own opinion.  You don’t have to worry if he is everything you say he is. They will find out; he can only hide it for so long.  Your job is to keep them encouraged and feed their minds with whatsoever things are true, honest, just, pure, and of a good report.  It isn’t your job to discredit their father.  If he’s as bad as you say he is, you don’t have to worry.  Sooner or later, he will display his true colors without any help from you. Just be patient; stay focused and do what is pleasing in the sight of the Lord, and everything will work out for your good.  
THE CURE:
Ephesians 6:4…Provoke, not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.  
SYMPTOM NO.  4: SHE BLAMES THE CHILDREN FOR HER CURRENT POSITION IN LIFE. 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK62][bookmark: OLE_LINK63]Let’s face it.  We are where we are because of the choices we made.  The choices you made were decided by YOU, not your children.  We have all spent time in “La la land” dreaming of what could have been if only we hadn’t gotten pregnant.  Don’t do this to yourself.  Don't ever allow yourself to get lost dreaming of what your life would have been like, if only you hadn’t gotten pregnant.  Deal with reality.  The reality is accepting responsibility for your life.  You cannot blame your kids because your life didn’t turn out the way you wanted it to.  It’s not their fault that you can no longer wear a size six!  It’s not their fault that you did not finish college.  And it's certainly not their fault that you can’t find and keep a man.  You are in control of your life.  If you don’t like it, make a change.  There are shallow men out there who won't date a woman with children.  There are people who will tell you that no man will want you because you have kids.  The devil is a liar!  God has a man created just for you and your children.  You know as well as I do there are tons of single moms who have found incredible relationships with men who love them, and all that comes along with them.  So, when the time is right and when you're ready, God will send the right person, and he will love you and your children endlessly.  In the meantime, work on becoming a virtuous woman.   Prepare yourself to receive the great blessing the Lord has waiting for you.
THE CURE: 
Philippians 4:11 Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content.  
SYMPTOM NO.  5: SHE YELLS AT, HUMILIATES, AND ABUSES HER CHILDREN. 
We've all seen it!  The crying, whining, and tantrum-throwing kids in the grocery store lines.  Now I believe (this is my belief; you are entitled to disagree) children should be disciplined. When they misbehave, calling them names, and jerking the kids' arms out of the joint is not acceptable means of discipline.  These actions are so demeaning to children; it may cause them to become overly shy and withdrawn.  Every mom wants their children to be well mannered, especially in public, but we also want them to grow into uninhibited, free-spirited individuals with confidence and vigor.  Humiliating a child in a public place can inhibit this type of healthy development.  I believe if we train them right at home, they will know how to behave when they get in public.  Now they may try you, but once they realize what you will and won’t tolerate, they won’t do it again.  
[bookmark: OLE_LINK66][bookmark: OLE_LINK67]We should not humiliate our children, but build up their confidence and promote healthy development.  Our ultimate goal is to teach the child how to conduct themselves in private and public places, not to break their little spirits.  Besides, public displays of screaming and hitting truly make YOU look ignorant, uncouth, and silly––more than it does the child.  Remember, there are always people rolling their eyes and wishing someone would call 911 to control the mom, not the child.  So, moms start training at home, and you will save yourself a lot of stress when in public. 
THE CURE: 
Colossians 3:2…provoke not your children to anger, lest they be discouraged.  
Proverbs 22:6 Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it. 

SYMPTOM NO.  6: SHE'S NOT INVOLVED IN THE LIVES OF HER CHILDREN. 
There is more to being a mother than just feeding and clothing your children. You must take the time to get to know your kids.  They are not "nuisances" or "distractions" in your day; they are your children.  They have had a hard day, too, and they want and need your undivided attention whenever possible and as often as you can.  Spend time getting to know them and go places with them.  Don’t just drop them off so you can have some free time for your man.  Take some time to see who their friends are and get to know their parents. I know you need some downtime, but not every weekend.  There are too many things your kids can get into when you drop them off at the mall every week.  Don’t just drop them off. Maybe you should schedule time with them for a movie at the mall occasionally.  Don’t become so involved with enlarging your social life that you forget to spend quality time with your children. 
I remembered working so much that it was always the reason why I was not able to attend functions at my kids’ school.  Then one day I took time off and went to have lunch with my daughter Angee when she was in elementary school.  When I walked into the classroom, I found her staring at the door, waiting for me to arrive.  There was a look on her face that I will never forget.  It made me wonder how many other times she stared at that door, hoping I would walk through it to spend time with her.  That look caused me to make a change in my career, so I could attend more of my children’s school functions.  That look (as you can see) is one I have never forgotten, and it made a difference in my life. 
Please get involved with your children and their school activities.  If you don’t, the wrong elements of this world will. And, ladies, always make sure that when the evening comes, you know where your children are.  When I was younger every night the announcer on TV would say, “It’s 10 o’clock. Do you know where your children are?”  Well, do you?  
THE CURE: 
Proverbs 22:6 Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.  

SYMPTOM NO.  7: SHE SPOILS THEM ROTTEN. 
We all know moms like this (and I am guilty).  Without consideration of boundaries, some of us give their children everything and anything they desire.  They go through life thinking the world owes them something because they are here.  They expect things to be given to them all the time.  If you have raised a son this way, he will be slothful. Okay, lazy.  You will have to make him work.  He may never leave home, and if he does get a job, he will not keep it very long.  When things don’t go his way, he always has a place to stay…his mother’s house.  Worse, your son could turn out to be a gigolo, waiting to be kept by a woman.  After all, didn’t his mom keep him?  Scary—isn’t it?   What about if you have raised your daughter this way? Need I say what people will call her?  Gold digger, money-grabbing, etc.  You’ve heard the names.  She’ll consistently be waiting—let me change that—she will always be hunting for what she considers the right man.  She will be checking his stats to see what he has, where he can take her, and checking the prices on any gift that he buys her.  This wouldn’t be a child of yours—would it?  Nah!  If you have raised a child with no respect for authority and no appreciation for hard work, you may have raised another welfare case.  They will always be expecting someone, anyone, to take care of them.  Don’t your children deserve better?  Of course they do.  So, train them the right way.
THE CURE:  
Proverbs 13:24 He that spareth his rod hateth his son: but he that loveth him chasteneth him betimes.  
I know it’s hard sometimes being a single mom, and no one is perfect, but we should aspire to be the best moms we can be.  Therefore, don't get frustrated; just review the "symptoms" of "Silly-Itis" from time to time to make sure you are operating as a healthy, strong, single mom.  If you are not, take some time out of your busy schedule and apply the cure needed to stop the symptom from spreading.  You will find your reward will be great!  
Proverbs 31:28 Her children arise up, and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praiseth her
JESUS LOVES THE LITTLE CHILDREN 
I want to close out this chapter by talking about how much the Lord loves the little children, and how important it is for us to train them up the right way. I pray this will minister to your spirit and cause you to rethink your commitment to the Lord and your children.
Mark 10:13-16 And they brought young children to him, that he should touch them: and his disciples rebuked those that brought them.  But when Jesus saw it, HE WAS MUCH DISPLEASED, and said unto them, Suffer the little children to come unto me, and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God.  Verily, I say unto you, whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child, he shall not enter therein.  And he took them up in his arms, put his hands upon them, and blessed them.  
Jesus’ love for the children was expressed repeatedly in His word.  However, sometimes we take our responsibility to our children so lightly.  I want you to know our Heavenly Father is very displeased with us when we mistreat our children.  We spend more time playing games to attract and win the affection of men than we do getting to know our children.  We change our hair, makeup, clothes, nails––sometimes even the way we think––to get a man.  Women are getting pregnant, believing this act will make the man stay with them or marry them.  When in fact, by man’s law, all the man is required to do is pay child support.   I said man’s law, not God’s law.  In the end, how a man treats his child will be judged by God’s law, not man. 
Women, in our quest to find the man of our dreams, we lose sight of what is best for our children.  We bring men into our homes without really knowing them.  Before we know it, they’ve moved in, and we have our children calling them “uncle."  How do we explain it when they see mom and “uncle” being intimate?  Without thinking we have exposed them to fornication, lying, and incest.  I say “incest” because as far as the children are concerned, Mom and their “uncle” are sleeping together.  Is this really the way we want to train our children?  Is this how the Word tells us to train our children?  I understand we want a man in our lives, but how many “uncles” can we keep bringing in and out of our child’s life before we realize what we need is the Father to help us train them up in the right way, so they will lead lives pleasing unto the Lord.   
JESUS IS MUCH DISPLEASED with this. 
Proverbs 22:6 Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it. 
Train the children not in the way they would go, or in the way they want to go, but in the way God’s Word says they should be trained.  God's Word doesn’t tell us to train them how to lie or to fornicate.  However, this is what some children are exposed to at an early age.  Before you know it, they are discussing what Mom and “uncles" are doing with their friends; and then we get upset with them for sharing our private lives.  Well, you neglected to inform them that what happens in the house stays in the house. Think about this the next time you and “uncle so and so” lie down together.  Ladies, what’s even sadder is when we use our bodies to try and trap a man by intentionally getting pregnant, with hopes that he will marry us, or at the very least, it’s child support for eighteen years.  The only thing you are accomplishing is taking a chance with your life by having unprotected sex.  I know you do not want to hear this part, but what if Jesus comes while you are all wrapped up in it?  Hell ain’t pretty, and neither is AIDS.  Go ahead, take a moment, and meditate upon it…okay, that’s long enough.
Next, what you've done is to bring a child into this world whom you honestly aren't prepared to raise or love unconditionally.  You used this child for your own selfish gain, to get a man.  Each time you look at that child you will be reminded of the affair you had.  Will you look at that child with love in your eyes or hate? If the father doesn’t want anything to do with you or the child, it will have a lasting effect on both of you.  Remember, this child didn’t ask to come into the world; you made that decision for them when you were plotting and planning to get a man.  So, again I say, you’d better think about what you are getting ready to do.  The trap you're setting may only trap you.  
As soon as possible, every child should be led to the knowledge of the Saviour.  The enemy is not wasting any time teaching his children about his kingdom.  Whether you realize it or not, you are helping the enemy destroy your children by not teaching them about God’s love for them.  
Deuteronomy 6:5-7 And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.  And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart: AND THOU SHALT TEACH THEM DILIGENTLY UNTO THY CHILDREN and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. 
The Lord has commanded that we love Him with all our heart, with all our soul, and with all our might.  If we love the Lord, this love should be seen in our children.  With patience and care, we should make sure they understand what it means to love the Lord.  Talk to them about the Lord in your home, outside, when you lie down and when you get up.  If we followed His instructions (which are so clear) the lives of our children would be safer.  The children are crying out for our love, and we put them on the back burner while we satisfy our needs.  
JESUS IS MUCH DISPLEASED
[bookmark: _Toc322621475]We have a responsibility to them. They didn’t ask to come into this world; we made that decision.  God gave His Only Son for us, and He laid down His life for us.  So why can’t we give up satisfying ourselves to see about our children?  Why can’t we put our kids ahead of our needs?  Why can’t we make sure they have what they need to succeed in this world before we get wrapped up in trapping a man?  Why can’t we give them the chance that some of us did not have?  Don’t they deserve better?  Yes, they do.  Therefore, pray and ask the Lord to help you bring them up according to His Word, and not according to your needs. THIS WOULD PLEASE JESUS.  
A Prayer for Your Family and Your Home

Heavenly Father, as much as I love my child, I know that You love them more.  I come to You interceding on behalf of my child, and our home.  We need a visitation from You Now, Lord! Satan, you come only to steal, kill, and destroy. And in the Name of Jesus Christ, I forbid you from stealing my child, killing our hopes, and destroying the promise of salvation God has given our family. My deepest desire is to spend eternity in Your presence with my family at my side.  I will stand on Your Word and decree this in our lives in the Name of Jesus.

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Father, thank You for reminding me how much You love the children, and for teaching me not to provoke my child.  Thank you for giving me wisdom about how to train my child in the way he should go, so that when he is old, he will not depart from what You have poured into me.  (Colossians 3:21, Proverbs 22:6)

[bookmark: _Toc422857980][bookmark: _Toc49425677]Selah Moments

Ok, let’s pause…Selah…time to reflect and meditate on what we just read.

TAKE TIME TO GET YOURSELF TOGETHER

    What did you think about Boaz and Ruth? Have you ever said, “Lord, where is my Boaz?”  If you did, I hope you have been working hard sowing seeds filled with faith, love, and dedication, because that is what Boaz was looking for, and he found it in Ruth. 
     In our story “Getting Your House in Order," we discussed getting rid of our pain, letting go of the past and the hurtful memories.  And in “Get Rid of Your I Don’ts,” we talked about getting rid of the things that are blocking us from being a virtuous and capable woman. So that the Lord can bless us with the man we desire. 
     Finally, we discovered there was a virus floating around called “Silly-Itis” and it was affecting some single women.  We discussed our concerns about this disease and how it was causes inappropriate dating habits, hinders the home training of our children, and will entice us to use our bodies to trap a man. 
Thank God for blessing us with a cure for this disease!  As you were reading, did you recognize anything in your life that’s out of order? Did the story remind you of some things that you might need to get rid of, so you can make room for God to bless you?  I thought it would. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

My Affirmation: I will not give up on the work God has given me to do, because I know the Lord is still working on me. I will not allow my hands to be idle. I will not be slothful and oversleep; for when I do my household suffers. I will rise early to spend time with the Lord; for the Lord loves them that seek Him early, and He shall reward Me for seeking His face early.

Scriptures: Philippians 1:6, Proverbs 8:17, Proverbs 31:15, 
2 Chronicles 15:7

