Chapter 2  
       Becoming the person God wants you to be.
You’ve blown it.  It may be you’re incarcerated or were in the past.  Possibly you have suffered a broken marriage or financial ruin.  You can come back; you can be the person God wants you to be.  As you read the list below, prayerfully consider what He can do in your life.
Dedicate yourself unreservedly to God.  
The story is told of a missionary in Africa.  This man taught his son to obey him instantly.  One day the child was at the far end of the garden.  Standing at the other end the father called to his child, “Son, drop to the ground!”  The youngster did so immediately.  “Now crawl to me.”  Unquestioning, the child began to crawl; when he was halfway across the garden, his father said, “Stand up and run to me.”  When he reached his father’s side, the man said, “Now son, turn around and look.”  Then the child understood the strange commands from his loving father.  Hanging from the tree at the end of the garden was an enormous snake.  If the child had hesitated for an instant, the reptile would have killed him.  His obedience to his father saved his life.  In 1 Peter 5:8 we read, “Be sober, be vigilant: because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour.”  Satan is ready to pounce on us at any moment.  God knows what we need and when we need it.  God can and will protect us from Satan.  However, He will never force us to stay by His side.  Time and again God asks us to trust Him.  First we trust Him for salvation (Romans 10:9-10), then He asks us to trust Him for our daily needs (Phil 4:19), and for the direction of our lives (Prov. 3:5-6).  With our welfare foremost in His mind, we can trust Him explicitly.
Always seek God’s will for your life.
 If God wants the best for us and if He loves us so much, shouldn’t we seek His will?  Yet some believe God’s will is so vague no one can know it.  Others are afraid to surrender lest He send them to a foreign land.  Yet God’s perfect will is always best; if he asks us to do something, He is always guiding.  He never leaves us to struggle on our own.  Whatever His will is for your life, He will be right there by your side taking you through any difficulty.  Others ask, “How can I know God’s will for my life?” The answer is by seeking and then doing God’s will for this day.  God doesn’t show us His will for our entire life.  A man driving from one city to the next doesn’t expect his headlights to shine the great distance between the two.  He drives the distance illuminated by the automobile’s lights.  As he progresses, the way opens to him out of the darkness.  So God opens our life, one day at a time.  Live for the Lord today and He will open up tomorrow.
Don’t be distracted by what others do.
 One of the excuses people use for not attending church is hypocrites.  Of course there have always been and continue to be hypocrites in the body of Christ.  A true hypocrite of which Christ spoke is one who isn’t saved.  They are pretending to be Christians.  Others are immature Christians. Yes, they are saved however thus far they have never grown in the Lord.  They are like babies still in diapers.  The writers in Hebrews 5:11-14 says they “have need that one teach you again.” Would any adult want to act like a baby again? Crawling on the floor, unable to converse with those around them, needing someone to spoon feed them.  However, we want to be adults able to care and make decisions for ourselves.  Likewise, we should never be distracted by hypocrites.  A mature, caring individual wouldn’t become angry with their spouse because of someone else’s infidelity.  In this same manner, we should never be discouraged from serving the Lord by what others do.  We can’t change their lives. Each person must decide for themselves if they will let someone else’s infidelity to Christ stop them from living a full rich life.
You can do anything God asks you to.
When God called Moses to lead the children of Egypt, he felt inadequate.  Joshua was unsure about his role as a leader.  In Joshua 1:2, God matter of factly says to Joshua, `”Moses my servant is dead.”  He then instructs Joshua to assume command.  In so doing He assures Joshua, “As I was with Moses, so I will be with thee.  I will not fail thee or forsake thee.” With the God of the universe empowering him, Joshua invaded and conquered the land the Lord promised him.  In every situation throughout the Bible, when God commanded His people to do any task, He enabled them.
God has a crucial plan for each and every one of his children: go. Go tell a lost and dying world about the wonderful savior. Do you have loved ones who don’t know Christ? What about your friends, neighbors? There is no greater joy on this earth than to see a soul who was on their way to hell, bow their head and accept Christ. Not only are they assured of a home in heaven, but will have a new life on earth. The old sinful life is gone; God has given them a new life. 
Get rid of the guilt.
One vital element to living a full satisfying life is forgiving yourself.  You can’t control others; if you ask for their forgiveness and they choose not to forgive you, that is their decision.  However, forgiving yourself is well within your grasp.  In Hebrews 10:17, God says when He forgives He forgets.  To forget is beyond our control; we may forgive, but we never forget.  The next time this person wrongs us, our mind automatically remembers.  Peter asks Jesus “`how many times should I forgive my brother?”  Christ answers in Matthew 18:22, “Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, until seven times: but, until seventy times seven.”  His reply demonstrates the love Christians should have for each other.  Guilt can cripple even the greatest ministry.  Paul said in Phil 3: 13, “Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before.”  Paul held the coats of those who murdered Steven.  With our laws today, Paul would be guilty of accomplice to murder and conspiracy to commit murder.  Yet he realized he couldn’t bring Steven back to life.  What he could do, however, was live for the Lord until he was called home to glory.  Anyone who studies the life of the apostle Paul is aware he fulfilled this goal.  You can too.
Invest your life in others.
Perhaps this should have been first on our list. Christ made a difference in the lives of those around Him. Eventually, He gave His life for others. Before He went to the cross, He taught us if we want happiness in our life, we must give our lives for those around us. In the parable of the Good Samaritan, we see a priest and a Levite hurrying on to the tasks of the day. No doubt without the Samaritan’s help, the wounded man would have died.  The Samaritan tenderly washes and binds up his wounds. He then gently lifts the wounded man up and places him on his beast. Walking beside the animal, the Good Samaritan holds the man lest he fall. Arriving at the inn, he carries him to the room. I can envision him sitting beside the bed all night bathing the man’s brow until the fever breaks. His compassion doesn’t stop there. In the morning, he speaks to the innkeeper, giving him some money to care for the man until he is able to travel. He also assures the innkeeper if it costs more, he will repay him.  The Bible never speaks if he was ever thanked for his compassion and generosity. I’m sure this didn’t stop him from helping the next person who needed his assistance. At the end of this account Christ says, “Go and do thou likewise.”
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Points to ponder
Have you blown it? If so, move on, don’t dwell on the past, there is nothing you can do about your past. You can however, change your future. Paul was pressing for the higher calling of Christ (Philippians 3:13-14). Read again the account of Moses in Exodus. Don’t let loved ones; your best friend or neighbors stop you from being the person God wants you to be.                           

 Dedicate yourself to The Lord, put yourself into His hands and let Him work through you. Invest your life into others and watch the blessings roll in; write in the spaces above your ideal life.  What is your goal in life? A loving spouse, happy children, and a career you enjoy? God and you can accomplish this; let Him have His way in your heart and life. Remember the journey of a thousand miles begins with the first step. Go back and reread this chapter, then write down your first step, your second, third. Soon you will be well on your way to living a fulfilled life. We will be praying for you.







