Good News:  The Birth of Jesus
Background- Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 1:26-38, 2:1-40

       Gabriel, an angel of the Lord, went to the town of Nazareth.  He appeared to a young virgin girl named  Mary who was engaged to be married to Joseph.  Gabriel told Mary, “Thou art highly favored:  the Lord is with thee.  Blessed art thou among women.”  Mary was afraid when she saw the angel.  Gabriel told her not to be afraid.  “You will have a child, sent by God, and you will call him Jesus because He will be the Savior of the world.”
       When Joseph found out that Mary was with child, he was going to send her away without anyone finding out.  Gabriel spoke to Joseph in a dream and told him not to be afraid to marry Mary because this was God’s Son sent to earth by God.  Joseph married Mary.  They had to travel to Bethlehem to pay taxes.  The town was crowded because of all the taxpayers.  Everywhere they stopped, they were told there was no room for them.  One owner of an inn told them they could spend the night in his stable.  In that humble stable, our precious Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ was born.
       Gabriel and a host of angels appeared to some shepherds in the field.  The shepherds were terrified (bet you saw that coming).  Gabriel said, “Do not be afraid.  God has sent His Son to earth.  He is in a stable in Bethlehem.  Go and worship Him.”  The shepherds left and went to Bethlehem.  When they arrived at the stable, they saw baby Jesus lying in a manger.  Mary and Joseph were beside Him.  The shepherds bowed at the manger and worshipped the tiny baby Jesus, the Savior of the World.
Memory Verse- Luke 2:11
[image: ]For unto you is born this day in the city of David, a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.







Application for Life:
[bookmark: _GoBack]       Gabriel was sure one busy angel.  What a great job he had getting to announce the births to people.  We are so lucky that God loved us enough to send His only Son to come to the world He created to save us from our sins.  Thank you, God, for this special gift.
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