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Chapter One

Introduction
- It is the call for animals with horns that brought out the snail.

Meaning: there are pretenders or imitators among us.

- The chameleon said that the forest being on fire cannot make him forsake the walk style of his grandparents.

Meaning: Don’t allow your circumstances to control you, rather control your circumstances

Many biblical proverbs have parallels in ancient Greece. “A soft answer turns away wrath” was known to Aeschylus as well as to Solomon, and “Physician, heal thyself” (Luke 4:23) was also known to the Greeks.

“Proverbs are the palm oil with which words are eaten,” an Igbo proverb says. The art of conversation and argument depends, in fact, on their use. By them the speaker shows his learning. Use of proverbs also enables the speaker to attack an opponent obliquely, without mentioning his name or the subject of the dispute. Proverbs express not only a people's inherited wisdom and code of behavior (“If a child washes his hands, he will eat with kings” [Igbo]) but also imagination and sense of humors (“If the earthworm does not dance in front of the cock, he will still be eaten, but at least the cock cannot say that he was provoked” [Yoruba]). The largest collection of African proverbs, made by a Swiss Lutheran missionary, J.G. Christaller, and published at Basel in 1879, contains 3,600 in the Twi language of Ghana. (Encyclopedia Britannica)

As also explained in Encyclopedia Britannica proverbs are part of every spoken language and are related to such other forms of folk literature as riddles and fables that have originated in oral tradition. Comparisons of proverbs universally show that the same grain of wisdom may be garnered under different cultural conditions and languages. The biblical proverb “An eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth,” for example, has an equivalent among the Nandi of East Africa: “A goat's hide buys a goat's hide, and a gourd, a gourd.” Both form part of codes of behavior and exemplify the proverb's use for the transmission of tribal wisdom and rules of conduct. Though Jesus came and reversed an eye for an eye asking people to bless those that curse them. Often, the same proverb may be found in many variants. In Europe this may result from the international currency of Latin proverbs in the Middle Ages. The proverb known in English as “A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush” originated in Medieval Latin, and variants of it are found in Romanian, Italian, Portuguese, Spanish, German, and Icelandic. 

Certain stylistic similarities have been found in proverbs from the same part of the world. Middle Eastern proverbs, for instance, make frequent use of exaggeration and colorful pictorial forms of expression. Typical is the proverbial Egyptian description of a lucky man: “Fling him in the Nile and he will come up with a fish in his mouth.” Classical Latin proverbs are typically concise and brief (e.g. Praemonitus, praemunitis; “forewarned is forearmed”). Many languages use rhyme, alliteration, and wordplay in their proverbs, as in the Scots “Many a mickle makes a muckle” (“Many small things make one big thing”). Folk proverbs are commonly illustrated with homely imagery—household objects, farm animals and pets, and daily occurrences.

Proverbs come from many sources, most of them anonymous and all of them difficult to trace. Their first appearance in literary form is often an adaptation of an oral saying. Abraham Lincoln is said to have invented the saying about not swapping horses in the middle of the river, but he may only have used a proverb already current. Popular usage sometimes creates new proverbs from old ones; e.g., the biblical proverb, “The love of money is the root of all evil” has erroneously become “Money is the root of all evil.” Many still-current proverbs refer to obsolete customs. The common “If the cap fits, wear it,” for instance, refers to the medieval fool's cap. Proverbs sometimes embody superstitions (“Marry in May, repent always”), weather lore (“Rain before seven, fine before eleven”), or medical advice (“Early to bed, early to rise, makes a man healthy, wealthy, and wise”).

Wisdom tips from Proverb 30:25-28 we can learn these wisdom tips.

- The Ants being slow teaches us the wisdom of early preparation

- The Conies being feeble teaches us the wisdom of protective positioning in the rock 

- The Locust being strong in flight teaches us the wisdom of using our strength when we have it (strong propelling movement)

- The Spider rich in treads teaches us the wisdom of continuous productions (building her web, defensive productions) 

Definitions:

Proverb is defined as a one sentence utterance that holds the conventional wisdom of the ages. Imagery or images, symbolism or symbols, paintings or pictures, objects, words of wisdom, wise sayings, bible verses or knowledge of the grey hair and understanding of the elders spice up our lives with deep thoughts and powerful reasoning. They decorate our thoughts with glossy, golden foils and varieties

African proverbs are rich in verbal symbols, glyphs, imageries that enrich discussions and settling disputes seen with wise minds. We use proverbs to explain proverbs. African rich culture! Illiterate but informally educated men full of wise sayings, hard sayings that solve problems, dissolve doubts and quench fires.

Proverbs usage could be multifarious depending on situations and the user. One proverb can apply to different meanings and situations. Here we tried to give the meaning of each proverb as closely accurate as we could. Actually translating or transcribing the symbolism of these native languages and wisdom of our elders of ages past into English makes it lose its potency or weight as we mislay and misplace out some word strength. It is better spoken and understood in the native. However we have to share this rich way of life to help you understand people, circumstances and the true world we live in. Enrich your vocabulary, conversations, speech pattern and interactions with others using proverbs. African Proverbs!
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Chapter Two

African Proverbs Part 1 (People)
- When an elder coughs to clear his throat, it is either he’s passing a message or he is sick

Meaning: Learn to pay attention to hints or decrypt secret codes or conundrums

The sound of a town crier’s voice draws the attention of the ear

Meaning: always listen to warning cries or alarm

- If a child insists on knowing what killed his Father, what killed his Father will kill him.

Meaning: A nosy and noisy person always enter trouble

- The blind man’s walking stick is his eyes

Meaning: Instructions, experiences or our guardian or whatever helps us are our guide

- The old woman’s wrapper is no longer positioned where she tied it

Meaning: Things are no longer at ease

- If you want to go quickly go alone but if you want to go well go together

Meaning: it is far better to have a second opinion on an issue. Two heads are better than one

- Anyone they say will die this year and he dies the same year an evil death has befallen him

Meaning: Don’t play into the hands of your enemy

- A mother’s countenance will determine if you will accept her baby from her

Meaning: Your response will determine how people will react to you

- If one does not have wings to fly can he manufacture one?

Meaning: Do your bit and leave the rest for God

- Anyone who makes inquiry does not go astray

Meaning: Verifications create safe valves

- The sinner runs when no one is pursuing him

Meaning: one’s guilt will always haunt or live with him

- A child who says the mother will not sleep will also not sleep

Meaning: whatever you sow you will reap too

- If you push a poor man into the river he will claim he intended to take his bath

Meaning: bailing out or giving a pretender escape route

-What is happening to us is of ourselves

Meaning: everyone is responsible for his doings

…..
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Appendix B: Testimonies from Pastor Ikechukwu Joseph’s Ministry - Testimonies.

-Ordinary Men with Extraordinary Power

-Common Men with Uncommon Results

-Usual Men with Unusual Anointing

-Weak Men with Mighty Deeds

-Unschooled Mortal Men with Immortal Visions and PhD-Producing Life Histories

- Pastor Joseph, thank you so much for your message! God is so good! So many things happened since January 2017 came, and one of the amazing things is that Lord Jesus CHANGED my heart from fear to boldness to GO out there and share God's love to people. It was February 2017 when I heard God's voice telling me to go to the province and share Jesus Christ with the children there.

- Faiths miracle on wattpad about my book, Discovering Yourself - OMG! This is amazing. You should update more. This is just I don't know extraordinary. May the good Lord bless you. I'm in love already with this book.

- Misstmaria on wattpad about my book - Discovering Yourself - Wow!!!! This is incredible and how right you are. What a wonderful lesson here!! Thank you!

- ByronWalker - I really enjoyed the book (Strategic Spiritual Warfare). ByronWalker6 voted on Wattpad for Strategic Spiritual Warfare 

- I Love reading although I took my time to read this book it is full of the anointing. Stayed up reading until i could not anymore, already daylight in morning - got some rest and woke up in the presence of God to worship that is how it impacted me.

The prayers in this book also stirred up a desire within me to see the answers to those prayers. I will read more books from this Author

He knows the scripture and speaks clearly and the anointing backs him up all glory to God.

Go ahead read it you’ll be glad and you will be touch by the beautiful presence of the Holy Spirit, awesome read and will re-read again. Everyone should read this book highly recommended (referring to Holy Spirit Anointing: Bible Faith Nuggets Series Book 5 )

-Rebecca Belardo (Georgia) - 

- Thank you so much for this book .It just showed up on my Kindle when I was seeking a Word from The Lord . This truth is truly from The Lord THANK YOU SO MUCH. JUANITA. USA

- Rated 5 stars, It was so refreshing - By jamar w jackson

- Loved it. I learned a lot of things in this book. Wow it was Slender. Loved this book PRAISE God

- Five Stars By Gary blakely, Format: Kindle Edition Verified Purchase

Great Book on the anointing, if you want to learn more

- Five Stars by Betty H

Great book, full of wisdom, awesome author/writer!

- By Smackeyon - Power packed and informative.

- Five Stars by Will Pearceon - Very good and enlightening.

- By Amazon Customer "rosa lee watson" rated Five Stars

Love it.

- Greetings, am so blessed while searching books on amazon came across your book the Holy Spirit Anointing Bible Faith nuggets book 5. (Now is volume 1 of Holy Spirit series book one) I started reading and truly did not want to stop. Am at page 690 it has really lifted me up and am anticipating to finish reading it and looking to read other books. It has just brought an awakening and ministered to me deeply. Thank you for sharing the knowledge God has grace you with, God bless you Joseph. Attentive and embracing God's presence Prophetess Rebecca

- Merry Christmas Pastor Joseph, you have been a big blessing to me by your messages that I have been receiving. I have used them on my pulpit. God bless you and may he shower his blessings upon you.

Your brother Pastor E. A. [Kenya]

- Dear Pastor Joseph,

 You have been of a great blessing to me so much. Your teachings are so encouraging and very powerful. I am praying for you so much. I have been getting your teaching materials and I have been asking myself where you are coming from? Which country? May God bless you so much.

Pastor N. O. O (Kenya).

- Dear pastor IK,

Thanks so much for the inspirational messages you have been sending to me. They have been of a very great help. God will richly bless you…. Pastor Benjam

- My name is Matthew. I received an e-mail that was not intended for me. But i see God's divine hand diverting it to me. It was not even addressed to me at all. it was sent to Veronica Argentina. I have been seeking Gods anointing on the ministry he has called me into. And i have realized before I even received your e-mail that i did not want to do this without Gods hand of anointing upon it. There are just too many people out there that are in ministry that have not been anointed and called with anointing. If I speak or lay hands on someone for healing and do not have Gods hand in it I would rather not even bother. As of late I have been just seeking a deeper relationship with Jesus and only ministering to those that the Lord sets right in front of me. The Lord has given me a great burden for the broken heart and the captive to sin; my own heart is broken before the Lord in this. When I was in Peru I tasted of this anointing and as i came back to the U.S. there remain a remnant of that anointing for a while. But last night i was asked to speak and it was just words without the power of the life of Christ in them, i have grieved throw the night and woke to find this e-mail that was not even intended for me. (N.B: Bible Faith Nuggets Serous Edition he received was on Davidic Anointing. Same time he was asking for anointing from God). I love the Lord so much and want to serve him. He has done so much for me. I will never be able to repay him for his goodness. SEEKING GOD DIRECTION IN MY LIFE AND WHAT HE WANT ME TO DO AND GO.

- G. M (U.S.A)

- AWESOME Book. I'm glad you allow God to speak thru you to tell me where I was off track and how I should now proceed and proceed through this journey. Thank You and may God continue to Bless You.

- D. Woodrow

Hi, Pastor Joe,

I am actually blessed with your newsletter, even though we have not been able to have time together whether physically or on net. Please keep the line hot, for the Lord is your strength.

Shalom.- O.J

Dear Pastor Joseph,

Thanks a lot for your words of inspiration and insight. May God richly bless you and the ministry to continue with the good work you are doing?

P. H

Thanks for your message. I wonder where you got this from. Keep the candle burning.

-E.V (yahoo mails)

Pastor Joseph,

Thanks for all the sweet messages you have been sending. This is to wish you the best of this glorious year. I want to let you know that the Good Lord will continue

to bless and uphold you 

J. M (Nigerian)

Thank you my brother. You are sent by God. I have started my fasting today and I am very encouraged by these messages. Are you in Africa or abroad?

N.O (South Africa)

I am very much happy to have received this wonderful Book from you. I thank you and I wish to say that there is nothing you could have done better for me then this Book you have sent to me. Oh Pastor just the very few pages I have had the chance to read, I was tempted to say it was just me in the picture. I really am happy to have this Book. I wish you all the best and I say stay blessed but like the little Oliver, I ask for more. Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

-D. J. N (GHANA)

Pastor Joseph,

You never, never cease to bless me. I loved the writing on the borrowed axe head! AMEN.AMEN.AMEN!!!!!! (Full title of the Edition she referred to was Borrowed Axe-Borrowed Anointing) 

-Pastor D. S(U.S.A)

This is truly an eye opening message that came straight from the throne room of God. I passed it on so others may be blessed.

-Evangelist Valrie (U.S.A)

Beloved,

Thanks a million for this and others you've been sending. They’ve all blessed my heart.

Shalom. U.I (Nigeria)

I am not sure how I managed to get on your mailing list but thanks this was something God wanted me to hear (Referring to Bible Faith Nuggets).

LYN

Hi Pastor,

I was edified after reading this nugget, the almighty God give you more inspiration and knowledge of His word.

-CO.(U.S.A)

Dearly beloved,

Thanks for your beautiful and inspirational messages, they are so timely , may the Lord continue to make space for you in this ministry, do please include your contact phone number, I like to speak with you .God bless you real good. Amen .I.E

Greetings Ikechukwu,

Blessings and greetings in Jesus’ precious name! Thank you for your letter and words of encouragement! May God use you for the establishment of His Kingdom in the earth, and establish truth and justice. The LORD reigns, let the earth be glad; let the distant shores rejoice. Remain blessed in HIM! 

-Pastor S.A (Ukraine)

Dear Joe

Thanks for your love, and also thanks for sending me a good message that bless my soul, i enjoyed it. May the Lord richly bless you, thank you so much.

REV. V. U .J (Nigeria)

Dear Pastor, good day in Jesus Name. I read your book but I see it that God want to give me Victory because what I have read so far describes my 11 year old problem.

Kate (Nigeria)

I Praise the Lord for all you that have sent me, emails of encouragement. If I would express how it had made me feel, we would all be in tears.

-Evangelist Neal (U.S.A)
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