“Aja: Yoruba Goddess of Healing”
Acrylic on Canvas - 36x24x1.5”

What a delight it was to discover Aja in my research on healers.  She was exactly what I was hoping for - an Orisha and spirit of the forest and the animals within, and a healer excelling in plant medicine. Aja teaches her faithful followers how to heal with herbs. 
I envisioned her coming out of a forest carrying a basket of healing herbs even before I began to sketch her onto the canvas.
I drew the outline of her basket before adding the first coats of paints to Aja’s face, headdress, dress and earring.  Furthering my research on healing herbs - I chose lavender, echinacea flowers and sage to place in her basket.
To give the illusion of her coming out of a forest I painted the sky a brilliant blue, the shaded ground burnt sienna, and chose three shades of green for the tree leaves and foliage using acrylic paints.  By adding several leaves in front of her dress I furthered the illusion.
After completing the underpainting I applied 8 to10 coats of paints to each leaf or branch for the fullest effect, and 6 to 8 coats on all other colors - including the colors on her butterfly-like earrings.
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