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Background

  On April 1, 2002 Mohammed Kareem Jihad, a fourteen-year-old April Fool’ Palestinian revolutionary, was ascending a rocky ledge along rugged cliffs that bordered the western banks of the Dead Sea. Exhausted from his climbing enterprise, young Jihad stopped to rest his weary body. The vernal radical lit a Camel cigarette and surveyed the landscape below. Everything seemed calm and serene.

   When Mohammed Kareem Jihad leaned backwards, his gaunt frame slipped through a narrow crevice between two limestone’ crags. The disoriented youth rose to his knees, inspected his surroundings and soon realized that he had fallen into a cave containing a remarkable ancient artifact. In the center of the small hollow was an urn, a well’ preserved remnant from Hebrew antiquity.

  Instead of sticking his hand into the urn to feel for any contents, Mohammed followed his terroristic’ instincts by pulling the pin of a hand grenade and tossing the explosive device into what was surely a great archeological discovery. When the bomb exploded prematurely, Mohammed Kareem Jihad had not yet exited the cave. Besides shrapnel, two leather objects bound with straps blasted out of the ancient urn and collided with the back of the Palestinian’ lad’s skull, knocking him unconscious.

   When Mohammed Kareem Jihad finally regained his faculties (his rich uncle owned two radical Arab’ universities), he noticed and then grabbed the leather pouches and fled the scene of destruction. After descending the perilous cliffs, the young militant thought, ‘I’ll bet whatever is inside these two leather packages is worth at least a carton of cigarettes,’ so the youth mounted his stolen desert “quad” and motored to the city of Jericho, where his poor father owned a popular café.

   Inside the café Professor Phillip Collins of the Semetic Semantic Institute was seated at a table with Dr. Allen Qaeda from the Arab Aramaic Academy. Mohammed Kareem Jihad rushed into the dismal café and approached the cozy table of the two distinguished scholars.

  “How much will you give me for these two leather pouches?” the boy asked Professor Al Qaeda.

  “Let’s unravel them and see what ya’ got!” the suddenly curious researcher replied. The good academic doctor gently unwound the dusty cords that bound the leather wrappings. Inside both packages were dozens of remarkably well’ preserved papyrus sheets with ancient writings carelessly scribbled on the archaic scrolls.

   “Why it’s the first two chapters of the Old Testament!” Professor Al Qaeda exclaimed in astonishment. “The Book of Genesis and the Book of Exodus!”

   Professor Phil Collins, who knew plenty about Genesis, rendered his impressions. “This translation has much more detail than the presently read first book of the Old Testament!” he enthusiastically observed. “This type of papyrus dates back to at least 900 BC, which makes it a lot older than the Dead Sea Scrolls that had been re-written by the Essenes during a creative writing class.”

  “If this historical account is accurate,” interrupted Professor Al Qaeda, “then this great discovery will present a wholly new perspective to religious history, which is presently very controversial to begin with.”

   Young Mohammed Kareem Jihad was growing very impatient with the scholarly adults’ intellectual evaluation and speculation of his find. “How much are they worth?” he insisted on knowing.

   “Two cartons of cigarettes, definitely!” Professor Phil Collins promised.

   “And we’ll even throw in an AK-47 and two slightly used hand grenades,” Dr. Al Qaeda added.  

   “Sold!” an elated Mohammed Kareem Jihad’ shouted. “Now I can blow up my sister’s doll collection and her Jewish friends too!”

   And so, Dr. Al Qaeda and my uncle’ Professor Phil Collins became the legitimate owners of the only authentic “First Two Books of the Wholly Bible.” The remainder of the “unabridged” Old Testament had been thoroughly obliterated inside the urn when Mohammed Kareem Jihad’s hand grenade had effectively exploded. 

   Fortunately, Uncle Phil Collins had made a computer file in English of his meticulous translation of the great archeological treasure. Uncle Phil thoughtfully had electronically sent “Wholly Genesis” and “Wholly Exodus” to me as e-mail’ attachments. The careful deciphering represented my relative’s fantastic interpretation of the ancient Hebrew writing, which I had electronically received on April 10, 2002. Regrettably, on April11th, Uncle Phil and Dr. Al Qaeda were blown to smithereens by a Palestinian rocket while refining their study of the ancient scrolls in Professor Collins’ Jerusalem’ home. The papyrus’ sheets and the original computer file had also been destroyed in the malicious terrorist’ attack.

   My e-mail translations are the only remaining evidence of The Wholly Book of Genesis and The Wholly Book of Exodus. Uncle Phil sincerely believed that the versions presently in my possession are the original and most reliable documentation of the “Word of Moses,” who was believed to be the organizer of the popular Genesis’ and Exodus’ interpretations that appear in the standard Bible. Uncle Phil Collins and Professor Al Qaeda strongly believed that Moses had fabricated the Biblical Genesis’ stories around 1400 BC. But since writing (and bona fide alphabets) did not appear until the time after Homer and King David, around 1,000 BC, the Biblical stories had been handed-down and distorted because of the practice of oral tradition with storytellers adding and subtracting important details.  

   Uncle Phil Collins and Dr. Al Qaeda professed that young Mohammed Kareem Jihad’s accidental discovery represented the true unabridged stories of Genesis and of Exodus. They maintained that the new versions are much more valid in scope and content since the accounts had been written hundreds of years earlier than the stories that now appear in the first two books of the Bible. Thus, Mohammed’s find is closer to Moses’ language and intent than later popularly read interpretations of Genesis and Exodus. “Careless Hebrew historians and ancient priests recklessly modified the ‘Wholly Genesis’ and ‘Wholly Exodus’ versions into more pious, moral and self-righteous texts,” Uncle Phil stated in his final e-mail letter. “They did it to satisfy their own selfish purposes and agendas.”

   Uncle Phil also indicated that “Moses, who lived approximately 1450 BC around the time of Pharaoh’ Thutmose III of Egypt, didn’t know how to write, even though he put the stories of Genesis and Exodus together. In fact, nobody knew how to write with any expression’ skills until half a millennium later. According to Uncle Phil, “Moses barely knew the numerals one to ten signifying the Ten Commandments etched on the twin stone tablets,” my father’s older brother attested.

   Now that the background of The Wholly Book of Genesis and The Wholly Book of Exodus are fully known, only the readers can be the best judges of the merits of Mohammed Kareem Jihad’s discovery and Uncle Phil Collins’ claims. I have placed in italics the language that ancient scholars had shrewdly edited out of the Wholly Book of Genesis, and I have clearly left the standard script in Times New Roman type.

Jay Dubya

Chapter One

“First Story of Creation”

   In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, he asked himself, “Why do I need more than one heaven? I don’t want to appear to be too greedy!” The earth was a formless wasteland, and darkness covered the abyss, while a mighty wind swept over the waters. God got wind of what was happening. All land has form, even wasteland, and since it was dark, how in the universe do I know that water swept over the abyss?  God told me, the anonymous author of Genesis, so that’s how I know all this illogical stuff!

  Then God said, “Let there be light so that some day in the distant future we can have huge electric utility companies,” and there was light. God saw how good the light was so He’ finally saw the light. God then separated the light from darkness, not realizing that He had to make the earth spin and rotate in order to have night and day and day and night. God then called the light “day,” and the darkness He called “night.” Thus, if someone gets the daylights knocked out of them, then they will only see night in their subconscious minds. And then evening came, and morning followed-the first day. 

   Then God said, “Let there be a dome in the middle of the waters, to separate one body of water from the other.” Then God thought, ‘Why am I speaking when there’s no one else around to hear Me? I must learn not to talk to myself all the damned time!’  And so it happened: God made the dome, and the dome separated the water above the dome from the water below it, thereby making fresh water divided from salt water. God called the dome “the sky,” and then He’ thought, ‘Maybe some day there will be a Skydome.’ Evening came, and morning followed-the second day, and God thought, ‘Hey, we’re getting some kind of orderly pattern going here!’

  Then God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered into a single basin,” and although He couldn’t think of the word ‘continents,’ the dry land appeared anyway. And so it happened: the water under the sky was gathered into its basin, and the dry land appeared thousands of years before the world would know dry cleaners or dry towns. God called the dry land “the earth,” and the basin of water he called “the sea” since He hadn’t realized His immense power had created oceans, too. Despite using the wrong terminology, God saw how good the dry land (continents) and sea (oceans) were. 

   Then God said, “Let the earth bring forth vegetation, so this whole damned thing I’m doing here looks like evolution.” Every kind of plant that bears seed and every kind of fruit tree on earth that bears fruit with its seed in it appeared. The earth suddenly made its first step toward becoming a seedy place.  

  And so it happened: the earth brought forth every kind of plant that bears seed and every kind of fruit tree on earth that bears fruit with its seed in it, and He admired the fruits of His labor, which really was the earth’s labor. God saw how good it was, even though some day some men would eventually become fruits (gay) and others vegetables (severely mentally retarded). Evening came and morning followed-the third day.

  Then God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky, to separate day from light” because He had not yet comprehended that day and night were happening because the earth had been rotating for several days without His knowledge or permission. “Let them mark the fixed times, the days and the years, and serve as luminaries in the dome of the sky, to shed light upon the earth in case the sun ever burns out before batteries are invented,” the Lord stated. And so, God became the first “spin-Doctor.”

  And so it happened: God made the two great lights, the greater one (the sun) to govern the day, and the lesser one to govern the night (the moon does not give off its own light but merely reflects light from the sun). And He made the stars, not assessing that many of the stars out there were millions of times greater in magnitude than the sun was and that the sun was just a tiny star with the earth being simply a puny planet. ‘Who cares about such stupid things? I just care about the big picture, which is the earth!’ God imagined.
  God set the stars in the dome of the sky, to shed light upon the earth on non-cloudy nights, and the sun was set ‘to govern’ the day and the stars ‘to govern’ the night. And God said, “Damn it! I wish I knew more astronomy!” There were no humans around yet to elect or appoint their own governors to govern anyone or anything. God wanted to separate light from darkness and also light from heavy. God saw how good it all was. Evening came, and morning followed-the fourth day.

  Then God said, “Let the water teem with abundance of living creatures. I want to make this creation business seem like evolution so that confused future generations will argue about the same theories as being different, creation versus evolution. And on (above) the earth, let birds fly beneath the dome of the sky.” And so it (those events) happened. 

   God created the great sea monsters and all kinds of swimming creatures with which the water teems, and all kinds of winged birds. ‘I really like sea monsters, sharks, barracudas, predators, eagles, buzzards and other dangerous animals,’ God thought. God saw how good it was, and God blessed them by saying, “Be fertile, multiply and fill the water of the seas, and let the birds multiply on the earth. “I really enjoy watching predators kill one another, so I say to all you violent carnivores, ‘reproduce before you are eaten and devoured’. Survival of the fittest is a really neat idea that will challenge this Genesis thing!” God exclaimed. Evening came and morning followed-the fifth day.

  Then God said because He enjoyed hearing himself speak to no one, “Let the earth bring forth all kinds of living creatures: cattle, creeping things, and wild animals of all kinds because the predators need prey to hunt and kill while providing Me’ with excitement from boredom.” And so it happened: God made all kinds of wild animals because He didn’t want a tame planet. He made all kinds of cattle, and all kinds of creeping things of the earth, and He thought, ‘these things give me the creeps.’ God saw how good it all was in spite of Himself’.
  Then God said, “Let ‘us’ make man in our own image, after our likeness,” as he spoke to other gods He’ had invited over to observe His’ grand experiments. “Let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air, and over the cattle and over the wild animals and all the creatures that crawl on the ground. Man, did I do a good job!” God marveled. “But I don’t think I got all of the wild animals right. Some of them will eat man even though I gave man dominion over the dumb insubordinate wild animals.”

  God created man in His’ image; in the divine image He created him; male and female He’ created them, and that was the beginning of gender profiling. 

  God blessed them, saying: “Be fertile and multiply. Someday we will have empty churches and synagogues to fill, so I’ll need lots of people because most of the ungrateful fools will refuse to go to church,” God lectured to Himself’. “Fill the earth and subdue it, and most importantly watch out for environmentalists that will want you to disobey My’ commands about man’s dominion of the earth. Have dominion over the fish and chickens of the sea, the birds of the air and all the living things that move on the earth.”

   God also said, “See, I’m really a Good Guy. I give you every seed-bearing plant including cactus, briars and stickers all over the earth and every tree that has seed-bearing fruit on it to be your food. And to all of the animals of the land, all the birds of the air, and all of the living creatures that crawl on the ground, I give the green plants for food. So damned it unborn future men, don’t eat any vegetables for they are for the animals,” the Lord maintained. “Only eat the fruit off the tree, and when your mothers tell you to ‘eat your vegetables’, ignore them completely. You are to compete with the tame and wild animals that you have dominion over for food, but try to eat only fruits and go easy on the veggies. And if a lion or a tiger defiantly devours you against My’ supreme will, report the incident to Me’ immediately because sometimes I am unobservant.” And so it happened.

  God looked at everything He’ had made, and He’ found it (them) to be very good. Evening came, and morning followed-the sixth day.

Chapter Two

“Second Story of Creation”

  Why we need two creation stories is beyond comprehension, but here it is anyway. Thus the heavens and the earth and all’ their array were completed. Since on the seventh day God was finished with the work that He had been doing, He rested on the seventh day (redundancy) from all the work He’ had undertaken (more monotonous redundancy). He rested even though most of the work had been done by magic, imagination, by desire and by the earth as evidenced and inaccurately stated in chapter one. The fact that He rested shows that God has physical limitations, just like men do.

   So God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, therefore showing prejudice against the other six days of the week. He rested on the seventh day (redundancy) because of all the work He had done in creation without the help of Zeus, Poseidon or Hades. Such is the story of the heavens and the earth at their creation, which is not confirmed or verified in any other text, atlas, history or encyclopedia. The creation story is widely believed by people that desperately need something to believe.

  At the time when the Lord God made the earth and the heavens there was no field shrub on earth and no grass of the field had sprouted, although the damned planet was amply loaded with an abundance of fruit trees and vegetable’ plants. There was no grass and no shrub for the Lord God had sent no rain upon the earth, so other gods like Zeus and Poseidon wondered how the heck fruit trees and vegetable’ plants could flourish all over the damned place without an adequate water’ supply! 

  There was no man to till the soil, so God decided He needed someone down there to keep those fruit trees and vegetable plants going and growing and to till the soil when rain would eventually make weeds and wild grass grow. A stream was welling up out of the earth, and since the organizer of this whole story was the first storyteller, this second story of creation is the real beginning of “mainstream” literature. Anyway, when the stream watered all the surface of the ground, the ground became wet. Mud could be found all over. No wonder that God was temporarily muddled.

   The Lord formed man out of the clay of the ground (even though man had been already created in chapter one), and He blew into his nostrils the breath of life, thus creating artificial respiration before artificial respiration had ever been needed or any human had ever nearly drowned. And so, man became a living being after entering the world as an uninspired dead non-breathing being.

   Then the Lord God labored to plant a garden in Eden because He had felt guilty using too much magic and creation by imagination. He placed there the man whom He’ had formed, not knowing where the hell else to put him, except smack dab in the middle of the stupid garden. 

  Out of the ground the Lord God made various trees grow that were delightful to look at and good for producing food, because God had forgotten that He’ had already created a wide variety of fruit trees on the sixth day of creation in chapter one. ‘I must be getting amnesia or Alzheimer’s disease,’ He thought. The tree of life was planted in the middle of the Garden of Eden and the tree of the knowledge and of the bad, which suggests right away that knowledge’ is bad, but not as bad as Alzheimer’s. ‘’This exotic Garden of Eden now has a vast Central Park just like the island of Manhattan will have some day,’ God thought.
   A river rises in Eden to water the garden; beyond there it divides and become four branches, and later it becomes eight twigs. The name of the first branch is Pishon, and future humans are forbidden to take whizzes there. This branch winds through the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold and plenty of other colors, too. 

  The gold of that land is excellent; bdellium and lapis lazuli are also there, and even dark clouds have silver linings in that land and the men all have brass testicles. This is enough idiotic deviation from the main subject.

  The name of the second river is the Gihon; it is the river that winds all through the land of Cush where future generations named Cushions will manufacture scads of soft pillows for people to sit on. 

  The name of the third river is the Tigris, where female tigers hunt and bathe and the deer and the antelope do not play. The Tigris flows east of Asshur, and also ‘East of Eden’. This I assure you about Asshur.

  The fourth river is the Euphrates. All of those female tigers that are scared to swim and hunt in this river are known as “you fraidy-cats,” and all the men that are frightened of female tigers are “you fraidy-cats,” too! So don’t mess with the Mesopotamians!

  The Lord God then took the man and settled him in the Garden of Eden, which is no where near Busch Gardens or Madison Square Garden. God wanted his own private gardener, so the man was assigned to cultivate and care for Eden. 

  The Lord God gave man this order, “Hoe, hoe, hoe! You are free to eat from any of the trees of this garden’ paradise except the tree of knowledge and of good and bad. From that tree you shall not eat; the moment you eat from it you will surely contract either ptomaine or severe bacteria poisoning and surely be doomed to die, which is probably better than being doomed to live forever. What a bummer that is, for I can speak from experience.”

  Also, if this story sounds a lot like Pandora’s Box from ancient Greek mythology, Zeus has informed the Lord that Pandora’s Box is a plagiarism of the creation story and the chief Olympian has been paying God royalties for a full seven thousand years now. Zeus and the Lord both agree that man’s knowledge and curiosity are evil. From knowledge and curiosity man has invented science and has developed technology, which have rivaled the accomplishments of both Zeus and the Lord God, and all their jealous peers.

  The Lord God said, “It is not good for man to be alone, for he might masturbate all day long. I will make a suitable partner for him to keep him dumb thinking about sex all day long so that he is not influenced by knowledge and will not be able to develop science and technology to rival Me.” 

  So the Lord God formed out of the ground various wild animals and various birds of the air (even though He had already done those same things in chapter one).  He brought the animals to the man to see what He’ would call them because God, besides having a poor memory, also had a limited vocabulary and had run out of animal names. Whatever the man called each of them would be its name, even though it was wrong even way back in the Garden of Eden to call others (even animals) names. 

  The man gave names to all the cattle, and to all the birds of the air. However, man didn’t know what on earth to call a penguin, an ostrich, an emu and a kiwi, in that those birds lived on land and couldn’t fly in the air. The man then named all of the wild animals, but none of them proved to be the suitable partner for him. This was because the first man felt a natural disdain toward the ideas of beastiality and of having kinky sex with animals.

  So the Lord cast a deep sleep on the man, and while he was asleep, God took out one of the man’s ribs and then closed up his flesh. The Lord God then built up into a woman the rib that He’ had taken from the man. When God brought her to life, the man said: “Are You’ ribbin’ me? This one is at last bone’ of my bones and flesh of my flesh. Do I need medical insurance to pay for the operation?” 

  And God said to the man, “Make no bones about it!  This one shall be called ‘woman,’ for out of her man this one has been taken, you dumb bonehead!” 

  That is why a man leaves his father and mother and clings to his wife, even though the man in chapter two has no father and mother. That is why the above statement is out of context and has no meaning in regard to the rest of the text. Then man and woman become of body, especially during sex, but hardly possible when not having sex.

  The man and his wife were both naked, yet they felt no shame. There weren’t any peeping Toms around yet in the Garden of Eden to practice voyeurism on them, and even though the man and woman were not officially married, it was assumed that they had been wed. Indeed, God had not manufactured any priests, rabbis, ministers, bishops, cardinals or popes to officially marry them, but the man and woman didn’t give a crap. They had companionship. 
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