[NB: This document can act as a study sheet for some of the issues raised in DDP – it is not a direct extract from the book but a series of interlinking quotes [from other sources as acknowledged] and extracts.
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An Information Sheet: Reading Dream-Dust Parasites, By Ian Hobson [Note this is a work in progress, July 2004]

(A Collection of Quotes Relevant to Understanding the Kinds of Issues Raised by DDP)

Introduction – DDP and Australian Society at a Crossroads

A question: Are current negative trends in Australian society (and in Western societies generally, but in particular the US, UK and Australia) – rising intolerance (loss of empathy), apathy (especially toward the human rights abuses of governments and others in authority), community fragmentation, indifference to the suffering of others, scapegoating, higher levels of personal estrangement from society/community  etc. -  related to one specific or central phenomena or to many disparate ones? And, as an adjunct: How do more generalist social trends – e.g. the ageing population, high divorce rates, low marriage and fertility rates, smaller household sizes, an increasingly casualised labor force, a growing gap between rich and poor etc. – feed into these negative trends?

My novel, Dream-Dust Parasites, explores the worst case scenario for Australian and other Western societies as we enter the second decade of the 21st century. It thus projects forward, from current social trends, and suggests that it is dangerous and reactionary to argue that ‘things are not that bad yet’ or that ‘many people in the world are much worse off than we are.’ Such arguments will do much to secure the kind of dystopian future I portray in DDP – they signify apathy and even indifference to some of the West’s most treasured myths: egalitarianism; multiculturalism; a commitment to social justice; a workable social security net involving education/health etc.; publicly monitored and owned judiciary, policing and penal systems; proper public monitoring of the workings of the media; shared public management of the environment; publicly owned infrastructure accessible to all (water, power, transport, airports, harbours, roads, etc.); genuine non-oppressive engagement with other cultures, etc. All of these systems, or areas of a modern democratic society should operate according to principles of equal and fair access, according to need (as a right of individual citizens) – a personal view, certainly, but I will outline why this heritage is worth defending and building upon. 

This heritage, a commitment to social justice, needs to be reclaimed by ordinary people – likewise, the intellectual community needs to be able to explain to ordinary people both the importance of maintaining the role of democratically elected governments in ensuring the above and explaining that the very integrity of the community depends upon resistance to national and international forces/trends which would disassemble these integrating structures in the name of neo-liberal ideologies. Currently the cultural debate in the US, the UK and Australia has been hijacked by neo-liberal ideologues proficient in spin – they promote the virtues of ‘dumbing down’ (anti-intellectualism) of unquestioning obedience to simplistic catch-alls like ‘the family’, ‘the markets’, etc. even as they systematically attack, via inhumane economic and social policies, the very people they pretend to idealise. Behind the spin that depicts neo-liberals as ‘ordinary citizens’ is the hard reality of a small coterie of wealthy elitists presiding over a massive sell off (de-democratisation?) of national/local infrastructure and public space and a systematic redistribution of wealth from the poorest segments of society to the wealthiest – mainly via tax policy, the disassembly of the social security safety net. The perpetrators of this reverse Robin Hood agenda are motivated by what can only described as socio-political sadism, a desire to use the state’s apparatus to inflict punishment on those at the bottom of the economic heap. This trend among the West’s political and business elites can only have disastrous effects on local and national identity in all of the nations mentioned and thus puts paid to the smokescreen of patriotic duty often espoused by such people. The reality is that these people are actually part of a burgeoning ‘global aristocracy’ – i.e. not tied to any one country but rather representative of a global elite intent on maintaining their own power over subject national populations who are sucked into an increasingly brutal global structure of economic and cultural oppression.

In DDP I seek to outline a personal view of some of the most negative socio-cultural trends effecting Australian society. The trends are sometimes related to the specifics of the Australian situation and sometimes to broad international trends which, as a consequence, may require internationally organised resistance. Particular trends, as outlined by other commentators are then linked here and there to scenes in the novel. 

The book also deals with my own personal encounters with Australian society and culture. I have lived in Australia on and off since the early 1970s – I think I have a unique perspective on Australian culture since I have experienced both its utopian and dystopian possibilities at various times in my life. I dearly love this country and thus glimpses of its vastness and the possible greatness of its people – yes, this is a utopian book, a plea for Australians to become world-leaders in the areas that really matter, social reform, multicultural tolerance, the arts/literature, the sciences (when used for the benefit of humankind)… all these aspects of being Australian are being powerfully eroded by the small-minded fanaticism of  the Neo-Liberal agenda. 

Social, Political and Cultural Issues: In Dream-Dust Parasites

1. Neo-Conservatism as a species disease/parasite

2. An Uneasy Alliance: Hyper-Capitalism and the Myth of Scientific and Technological progress

3. Neo-Colonialism: The New World Order of Oppression

4. Hyper-Capitalism and Anti-Democratic Trends: The Erosion of Civil Society and the Privatisation of Public Space. 1) The destruction of effective wealth redistribution protocols, 2) threats to Media independence/transparency, 3) anti-democratic electoral processes/procedures, 4) the global market versus the independence of national governments 5) selling off of public infrastructure, 5) the new surveillance state.

5. Silencing the Intelligentsia –Corporatisation of the Universities; identity politics and postmodernism (the 1980s and 1990s).

6. Australia’s Drug Culture: Legally stoned (Ways and means to evade the Abyss)

7. The War on Children: Routine Trauma

8. Hyper-Capitalism and Mental Illness: The New Maladies of the Subject; the self in fragments (schizophrenia/derealisation); the normative ennui cycle (chronic ennui/boredom), the empty self (lack of feeling/loss of self), the psychopathic personality, unhealthy narcissism, sex in an alienated state, 14 postmodern vices.

9. Secularism as Species Alienation

10. Scapegoating – the Favourite Pastime of the New Rulers of the World

11.  1001 ways to Conform in Contemporary Australia.

12. The Alienated Family

13. Postmodern Forms of Alienation
14. A Question of Cognitive Liberty – the colonization of inner space by corporate interests

15. Describing the Metaphysical Parasite 

16. Forms of Resistance to Hyper-Capitalism: 1) Non-violent protest/ organization /resistance / protest/ awareness raising Versus 2) more aggressive forms of protest.

1. Topic/Issue: Neo-Liberal Capitalism (and its version of economic and cultural globalisation) as a Species Disease.

(McMurty 1999, as quoted in Dyer-Witheford, Cyber Marx 1999, p11): “Indicative of the classic pattern of cancer mutation and spread are the synergistic effects of money capital’s cumulative destruction of the planet’s basic conditions of life (air, sunlight, water, soil, and biodiversity), its increasingly aggressive invasions and assaults on social infrastructure and self-protective systems of life sustenance and circulation, its systemic intolerance of bearing the costs of maintaining social and environmental carrying and defence capacities, and its rapidly escalating, autonomous self-multiplication that is no longer subordinated to any requirements of life-organisation.”

(Verity Burgmann, 2003 p. 329, Power Profit and Protest: Australian Social Movements and Globalisation) … Capital is now engaged in a systematic subversion of the ‘social immune system’. Previously restricted by the communist threat and workers’ movements, capital has now entered a phase of uncontrolled expansion marked by global mobility and the explosion of financial speculation divorced from any productive function. This process is attacking the social institutions that maintain public health and life in a way analogous to the metastasizing encroachments of tumorous cells on a human body. Environmental despoliation, unemployment the redistribution of income from poor to rich, and the dismantling of public forms of life-provision are the symptoms of the malignancy that diverts more and more social resources to fuel its own growth.”

DDP, 119-120

‘I have a few questions for you, Sam … of a political nature.’


‘Really … I don’t know a great deal about politics.’


‘But you were at a meeting of one of this nation’s major political parties … and at a time when key policy decisions were being made …’


‘Apparently, yes,’ said Sam, in a shaky voice.


‘Do you believe in the general policies of the New Paradigm party?’


‘I don’t know … I have no memory of their policies.’


‘They believe that Australian democracy has been eroded by corporate interests … that public opinion is manipulated by an overly corporatised media … that economic imperatives have overstepped their proper domain and have colonised key areas of society to the detriment of most Australians … they also oppose the proposed amendments to the constitution which would see representatives of major corporations given seats in federal and state parliaments … does any of this sound familiar?’


Sam could be truthful here, ‘I’m sorry but none of this registers with me at all.’


‘Thank you for being so candid. Let’s try another tack shall we? What does the term "Un-Australian" mean to you, Sam?’


Sam thought about the statement for a long time, ‘I imagine it refers to a person who has certain values that are … well … unacceptable to ordinary Australians.’


‘Good, the gestaltist aspects of your memory are obviously functioning quite well. Tell me, Sam, do you think the accusations levelled by the New Paradigm party at Australia’s business and political elites are "Un-Australian" in tone?’


Sam felt completely out of his depth.
2. Topic/Issue: Hyper-Capitalism and the Myth of Scientific and Technological Progress

(Dyer Withefield, p.7 Cyber Marx 1999) “The unleashing of computerization, telecommunications, and genetic engineering within a context of general commodification is bringing massive crises of technological unemployment, corporate monopolization of culture, privatization of bodies of knowledge vital for human well-being and survival, and, ultimately market-driven transformations of humanity’s very species-being.” 

(Arthur Kroker & Michael A Weinstein, ‘The Political Economy Of Virtual Reality: Pan-Capitalism’, CTheory 17(1-2) 1994) “The virtual economy is a bio-economy: a living species coming alive at that point where capitalism has been eaten by technology. If bio-engineering can be an object of such fascination (nano-technology, retinal screening for heads-up body scanners, recombinant genetics) it is because it is already a mise-en-scene, presenting in the form of futuristic fiction that which has already happened to us as we are fast-sequenced through a processed world. Consequently, the steady announcement of new telematic "discoveries"-- molecular computer chips, cell-sized nano bio- engines for "invisible travel" through the blood stream, new genetic hybrids from the labs of all the recombinant geneticists-- can attract not a ripple of discontent nor a muted cry of ideological discord because these manifestations of "technology outreach" into the body electronic are less in the way of a brave new horizon of telematic wilderness clear-cutting than already nostalgic signs of our (wired) past. In virtual economy, we have always lived though a specious present of nano-subjectivity: the disappearing body doing fast dissolves into relational networks; retinal scanning as an objectification of a scanning procedure that the imaging-systems of the electronic body have long demanded as their fateful dispensation; and molecular computers as late-comers to a post-human scene where the recombinant body has long ago been uprooted from its earthly ground, and compelled to re-enter the sea of floating data. Ours is that curious age of future-nostalgia: that point where the screenal economy of the electronic body registers in advance the spreading shock waves of the will to technology. The much-hyped culture of new wetware at the body/machine interface, then, as but object-displacements of a massive (telematic) reconfiguration that is always already post-history to the post-human body. A high-speed backbone, the virtual economy is always on over-drive as a spinal tap grid for the matrix of virtualized flesh. … 

In the wake of the violent passage of the recombinant commodity, social detritus remains: post-(human)-bodies for quick electronic assimilation into the neural network of virtualized exchange; post-(jobs)-economy for a virtual technology that works to disappear the working class; post-(immigrant)-culture for technological societies that garrison the fading benefits of social security in the bunker state; and post (leisure) culture for a virtual time where nothing is more active than the electronic body that, like brownian motion, is maintained in a constant state of turbulence. The high-speed backbone of the recombinant commodity, therefore, as anticipating the age of post-capitalism: a perspectival trompe l'oeil, capitalism can exist now only as a vanishing-point whose dynamic energy masks the disappearance of the product-economy, and the triumphant emergence of process- economy.”
3. Topic/Issue: Neo-Colonialism (by Virtue of the Invisible Hand) and the New World Order of Oppression/Terrorism

Starr, Naming the Enemy: Anti-Corporate Groups Confront Globalisation, 2000, p. 214 “It is the third world ‘other’ that is dumped upon, worked blind at 30, policed by his or her own nation’s military in service of the corporate elite, and starved within view of export crops …”

(Arthur Kroker & Michael A Weinstein, ‘The Political Economy Of Virtual Reality: Pan-Capitalism’ CTheory 17(1-2) 1994) “Virtualized capitalism is about cynical power, not profitability. Here, the virtual order of capitalist exchange is a global grid for the terminal division of the world into the shifting order of sadism. The truth-sayer of virtual capitalism as power is to be found in those dispossessed countries and surplus regions that are fully surplus to the telematic requirements of the will to technology. Residual spaces outside the operating system of the recombinant commodity, the surplus-economies scattered around the globe are preserved as sites of pleasureable abuse value, doubled scenes of what might happen to us if we fail the will to virtuality, and as potential sources of surplus flesh. If the electronic body is neither a privileged citizen of the dialectic of technology (the spiralling network of programmer/consumers across the neural network of hardware, software and wetware economies) nor a cursor in a clonal economy (the "five tigers") for quick simulations of the telematic order, then it can only be a "slaved-function": a detrital site of surplus body parts for the fatigued organic bodies of the "master-functions" as they await processing into virtualized nervous systems. Master-functions, slaved- functions, and clonal economies, therefore, as the classificatory power grid of virtualized capitalism. …

 … Virtual colonialism is the end game of post-capitalism. Just when we thought that the age of European colonialism had finally come to an end, suddenly we are copied into the second age of virtual colonialism: a reinvigorated recolonization of planetary reality that reduces human and non-human matter to a spreading wake of a cosmic dust-trail in the deepest space of the blazing comet of virtual capitalism. A recolonization of everything: the virtualization of labor as jobs in the productive sector are downloaded around the globe, attracted only by the virtual scent of a slaved-work force; the virtualization of culture as the planetary noosphere, from Canada to Romania and China, are caught up in the deep-space drift-net of CNN and MTV, beaming out the pulsar code of America to the clonal cultures of the world; the virtualization of fashion as, for example, Benetton resequences the (recombinant) color and style of clothing into a designer Internet, producing surplus-virtualized exchange (for itself) by transforming the "The United Colors of Benetton" into a digital sequencer, linking child labor in the slaved- nations with the high-intensity market setting in the master triad (Japan, Europe, and America). And virtualized transportation, too, as transnational automobile producers flip into process economy: robotizing production by copying and pasting parts manufacturing to pools of cheap labor, while maintaining virtualized populations as holding pens for (ad) stimulated desire. If there could be such a fantastic display of publicity about 1992 as five hundred years after the conquest of (aboriginal) America by Europeans, it is probably because 1993 is Year One of the reconquest of the world by virtual capitalism.”
DDP, p.117


‘Mrs. Willis … a question if you please …Who do you think is responsible for the recent bombings?’ asked a reporter.


‘Look, let’s be realistic here. We’ve already been the target of Indonesian and other Islamic extremists. Australia is currently involved in half a dozen wars. Along with the US, Great Britain and a couple of other of the world’s wealthiest countries we’re bombing nations most of us couldn’t even locate on a map of the globe. Think about that for a moment. Perhaps one or two people around the world are feeling a little bit aggressive towards us? The Government is well aware that the New Paradigm party is totally opposed to violent forms of protest … The Prime Minister knows that Dr Sycora and the others had nothing to do with terrorist bombings, either here or overseas. But this is not about whether these people are innocent or not, it’s about crippling, scapegoating and ultimately silencing a legitimate opposition party. What the New Paradigm party stands for in contemporary Australia is threatening to the economic elite of this country. They want to shut us up at all costs, and they’re prepared to use the international terrorist situation to do it … Look, let’s not mince words, Australia is one election away from becoming the world’s second corporate fascist state.’ 

4. Topic/Issue: The Erosion of Democracy due to Hyper-Capitalism.

(Martin and Schumann, The Global Trap, 1996, p.10) “… If governments, on every burning issue of the future, can do no more than evoke the overwhelming constraints of the international economy, then the whole of politics becomes a spectacle of impotence, and the democratic state loses its legitimacy. Globalisation becomes a trap for democracy itself.”

(Arthur Kroker & Michael A Weinstein, ‘The Political Economy Of Virtual Reality: Pan-Capitalism’ CTheory 17(1-2) 1994) “At the same time that virtuality proliferates and the flesh becomes a resource base for the mediascape the material conditions of virtuality implode. How long can this condition last before there is a crash? The imagination aggrandizes as the environment and infra-structure degrade: the revenge of matter. The economy degrades, politics degrades, the societal community degrades ... the mediascape (culture) aggrandizes. 

This is the material condition: Over-indebtedness ("debt-liquidation cycle" common in depressions), resultant trade wars, and something new: pan-capitalism without any alternative but its homicidal double - fascism. Capitalism must fend off fascism without the help of socialism, which is dead economically, politically, socially (the proletariat?), and as a signifier. That is the political-economic conflict of our time, intersected at every point by the processes of virtualization. Virtual fascism? Pan-capitalism, the mechanism of virtualization (capitalism parasites the will (to be replaced)), encounters its homicidal double.”
DDP, p156


The next impression was of himself staggering along suburban streets in the early evening. He was stoned and dazed. Carlea and Marta were beside him—they were criticising the direction of the New Paradigm Party. ‘They're turning into bloody bureaucrats … stuffed shirts programmed with polite little slogans designed to not say what we really want to say which is: Back off corporate fuckers or we'll all get together and send you world wrecking bastards the way of the dodo bird. … As far as I’m concerned Culture Jamming and Street Protests are old hat, Sycora’s love affair with Ghandi’s non-violence manifesto assumes that the middle classes of the West are sane and humane and ready to vote as such … which they are not … we're talking primary school fart jokes while the CEOs, politicians, judges, scientists and media moguls construct, via the global monetary system, what Hitler failed to do by the use of raw military force … a system of total global oppression …’


Marta, a short sprightly girl with sad eyes, short dyed black hair and skin problems seemed depressed, ‘I’m bored by politics, C … don’t even know why I attend these things with you … can we, like, change the subject?’ 


‘Well you tell me, Marta … I mean seriously, what multinational company would be scared of that bunch of no-hopers? Excuse me, Mr. Brandname … could you please stop brutalising the young women assembling your products for $1 a day in the thousands of Export Processing Zones that now dot the globe like fortified concentration/colonisation camps? Please, Mr. CEO. … could you find it in your heart, please, to stop fucking over the global environment by setting absurdly minimalist targets for greenhouse gas emissions? Please, Mr. Corporate Fascist … could you please change your anti-democratic objectives … they're forcing governments to sell off more and more areas of public space, undermining the media, the educational and healthcare systems, and everything that makes us marginally democratic? And the biggest joke of all, please, Mr. Corporatised Politician … could you please give us back our esteemed leader, Dr. Alan Sycora, we need him at the moment to fight an election?’ Marta laughed out loud at Carlea’s diatribe; Sam however was absorbed in his own world.

5. Topic/Issue: Discrediting, Censoring and Buying off the Intelligentsia

(Bourdieu, Acts of Resistance, 1998, p.75): ‘The strength of the new dominant order is that it has found the specific means of ‘integrating’ (in some cases you might say buying, in others seducing) an ever-growing fraction of the intellectuals, all over the world. These integrated ‘intellectuals’ often continue to see themselves as critical (or simply on the left), according to the traditional model and that helps to give great symbolic efficacy to their work in rallying support for the established order.’

DDP p.173

When Sam looked up Annie was standing and Melissa was packing papers and computer discs into a briefcase.


‘What are you doing?’


‘We're packing up, Sam … there are other cases to attend to. I’m flying out to Ghana tonight on party business, I think we’ve pretty much covered everything.’


‘Is that your job?’


‘Party activist?’ The packing was almost complete.


‘Is that what you do?’


Annie’s patience was wearing thin, ‘You're looking at a dinosaur. These days I work for the New Paradigm party as a publicist, designer and general dog’s body … I began my adult life with the tail-feathers of a fine artist—I have an MA in Painting and Cultural Theory. Would you believe it! I even taught at a University for a while, until I realised that Australian Universities are basically cash registers churning out corporate robots. Academics have internalised decades of New Right censorship—and those who value the Arts and critical thinking have only themselves to blame … between the mid-seventies and the mid-nineties we were very lazy …’


'Lazy?’ Sam felt guilty at his earlier outburst—obviously it had angered her. Relief, and a certain amount of pride concerning his declaration of apathy, now turned into unease—the uneasy fear that Annie would leave him to Denise, Cellesa, and the Central Network Authority.


‘Yes, Sam … Lazy … lazy little intellectuals.’ She seemed to want to say more but paused and took a deep breath instead.

DDP, p.186


‘Do you have a number—a phone number perhaps?’ said Sam.


‘Definitely not! … she calls me when she needs something. Now if you'd excuse me.’ He turned back to his fellow drinkers. The two girls had gone back to talking about ‘classic’ Australian literature—Maybe they're Arts students, thought Sam. They were trying to summarise the Australian literature of the latter part of the 20th century, ‘There were some really great books written during that period,’ said one of the girls. The poet sneered, ‘My ass! Most of our best writers were in bed with post-modern capitalism … taking it up the arse, if you know what I mean!’ The two younger women looked incredulous, ‘Oh, Richard! You do have a way with words!’


Richard’s face broke into a small smile.


Only the older woman seemed unimpressed, ‘That was Richard’s jealous streak speaking … you’ll get used to his enormous ego. Richard thinks he’s Australia’s only great literary figure,’ and then, after turning to the bird man, ‘You do talk rubbish when you're insecure, darling!’
6. Australia’s Drug Culture: Legally or Illegally Stoned? That is the Question

(Richard Glen Boire, New Scientist, p.49 ‘We Hold These Freedoms to be Self-Evident …’ 24th April 2004. Interviewed by Liz Else.) “It will soon become a war of ‘good’ new drugs versus the ‘bad’ drugs. The good drugs are drugs that keep the bad, illegal drugs from passing through the blood-brain barrier. So policing the drug war is going to move from the external world of cops and helicopters to the internal world of increasing pressure to use these ‘neurocops’ to reduce or entirely block the effects of illegal drugs. … In 2002, the Office of National Drug Control Policy coined the term ‘compassionate coercion’ , saying that people who use illegal drugs are often in denial, so the government needs to act in this compassionately coercive way to get them the treatment that the government says they need. … The bottom line is that cognitive liberty is becoming one of the major civil rights issues of this century.”  

DDP, p.204-5

‘I think they've been messing around a lot with my Chemi Net mix, Dr …?


‘Dr. Bryce.’


‘Dr. Bryce.’


‘Well someone has been messing around with your prescribed mix—for what it’s worth the government argue it has been either hackers or corrupt distributors. I can tell you that blood and neurological tests indicate traces of illegal substances in your system—substances not actually prescribed to you by the C.N.A. … Have you been imbibing substances—drugs—through other means, Sam?’


‘Certainly not …’ Not since my second breakdown anyway.


‘I see … you understand we have to eliminate all the possible reasons why these … umm … substances have appeared in your system …’ The doctor again glanced down at his laptop. ‘There are, for example, traces of Gholar DVC in your system …’


‘What does that do?’


‘Gholar DVC is an opiate antagonist …’


‘An opiate antagonist?’


‘Look at it this way, Sam … our bodies are gigantic chemical factories. During the 1970s scientists discovered the so-called internal or endogenous opiates—the endorphins and ekephalins … neuropeptides. The discoveries forced scientists to accept that our bodies produce vast quantities of internal painkillers—for physical and psychological purposes. Many legal drugs, not to mention many illegal ones, bolster, modulate or tap into the conveyer belts and pulleys of that internal factory … Opiate antagonists, however—like certain psychedelics—well, they do the opposite. They unravel the psychobiological defence mechanisms we’ve each developed to protect us against … well, painful memories and paranormal phenomena.’


‘So, I've been receiving compounds that actually destabilise my mental state rather than the other way around?’


‘Cold turkey, Sam …’


‘Cold turkey?’


‘Yes, you've been going through a kind of chemically engineered cold turkey—but a rather selective kind of cold turkey … You see, at times you've been receiving the prescribed treatments, whereas at other times you've probably been fed combinations of stabilisers and destabilisers, particular kinds of destabilisers actually … science has allowed psychiatrists to become very targeted in their administration of drugs … we now have drugs targeting specific parts of the brain and nervous system … leaving other parts functioning normally … Someone has targeted specific areas of your brain … for what purpose, we don’t know … however, my feeling is that where-as the legitimate treatment program has been targeting aspects of your long term memory, the illegal one has been aimed at disabling the inhibitory functions of the hippocampus and the limbic system …’


‘Before I left the hostel they told me the treatment had been aimed at disabling parts of my long-term memory …’ Sam was struggling to keep up.


‘Yes, they were quick to show me the recordings! The process, of course, amounts, metaphorically speaking, to the administration of a biochemical straight jacket. In the authorised forms of treatment nerve endings wired up to areas of the brain responsible for long-term memory are bombarded with a cocktail of inhibitory chemical compounds. Nasty symptoms disappear—though at the cost of a certain existential deadening of consciousness.’


This seemed a very long way from Sam’s current state of mind.


‘What about the compounds involved in the illegal injections—what kind of state of mind do they give rise to?’


‘Well, the chemically induced disabling of areas of the hippocampus and limbic system can produce a disorienting affect typified by memory and sensory flooding—similar to that experienced by people who take psychedelics like LSD.’


Sam tried to absorb the information. Were his current mental problems chemically manufactured? 
7. The War on Children: Routine Trauma Legitimised 

DDP, p.193

‘So, to your mind, modern civilisation is a kind of disease?’ asked Sam, enjoying the novelty of hearing the doctor’s voice—again that strange feeling of warmth.


‘You must understand that civilisation is not, strictly speaking, a human achievement. It is more precisely a combined effort—I use the word bacci, we have dealings with the bacci. Civilisation, as Sigmund Freud well knew—as the Roman poet Lucretius intuitively understood—demands the suppression of the human. Our suppression is the parasite’s triumph. Our denial of our suppression is the fundamental organising principle of civilisation. The bacci feed upon our suppression of trauma—there are a whole series of chemical compounds that come into existence when a child or an adult is psychologically traumatised, there is a pattern to the activities of these compounds, how they are distributed throughout the body, how they interact with external situations ... an organising principle. A father spanks or shrieks at a child, a mother batters the head of a child during the birth process—these situations all create what I call ‘bacci’. Bacci feed off our emotional and spiritual energies … we act as a kind of host for them. It’s actually a fairly natural phenomena—virology is well aware of the principle. In our case the infant bacci is nurtured out of the diversion of human soul energy from a human host’s emotional energy field. Unless the pest is exterminated the host will live life behind the grey veil of either self-injected or orally ingested psychostabilisers. Of late, the bacci’s invasion of humanity’s life support structures—our economic-productive apparatus, our cultural systems, our administrative and political systems—has reached crisis proportions.’ 

DDP, p. 195

Suddenly the screen switched to a picture of a tiny baby in a cot. She was crying. 


A wide range of modern ideologies, for example, Christian Fundamentalism, scientism, psychologism, Marxism, Liberalism, Conservatism and Feminism, have recently nurtured mass outbreaks of the sociocultural plague initiated by the bacci. The splitting up of the infant from the mother at birth is now routinely carried out in many Western World hospitals. Psychological and medical systems have created a formidable array of institutionalised rituals, laws and customs that betray an unconscious commitment to the metaphysical parasite. Routine traumatisation of infants has reached new heights in the crèches, schools and genetic laboratories of the twenty first century. 

8. Unitary or Multiple Selves: Hyper-Capitalism and ‘Mental Illness’ - The New Maladies of the Subject

(‘The Multiple Self: Exploring Between and Beyond Modernity and Postmodernity’ John A. Powell, in Index of Social Papers (online), University of Sydney) “If we accept that the self is relational and multiple, our efforts to address oppression must focus upon the privileged as well as the oppressed.  From a pragmatic standpoint, we must acknowledge that subordination affects the position of the dominant and the dominated.  Postmodernists are unwittingly accepting many of the flawed parameters and limitations of modernism.  An obvious example of this is the dichotomy of the essentialist/antiessentialist debate.  Given the fundamental ramifications of reconstituting the self, we must critique the modern self externally as well as internally.  We must not repeat the epistemological flaws of the modernist project.  The discourse on the postmodern self will be ongoing, with no fixed resolution on the horizon.  We can only hope that the debate is undertaken prudently and with due respect for the great issues it affects.”


DDP, p. 150-151, [Therapy extract] 
Remember how you once asked me: ‘So who exactly is Samuel Elmsmore?’ I laughed nervously. I was thinking: A typical therapist question, the sort you hear repeated as a joke in sitcoms. Wasn’t it obvious who I was? Wasn’t I sitting right there in front of you? I said something like: What you see is what you get. Very glib, I suppose. I meant: Sam is an individual, Sam thinks for himself, Sam is suitably complex, Sam stands apart from the crowd, Sam defines himself in relation to his differences from others, Sam is a loner … Lately, the question has been worrying me more and more—and a parallel question: Where is Samuel Elmsmore? … Given the last few months—The Illness—I think: Sam is strewn across the cosmos, Sam is in pieces, Sam is possessed, Sam is in fragments—and the fragments don’t seem to want to reassemble themselves into anything solid or functional. Sam is like Humpty Dumpty, bits of him have fled his … what? Body? Psyche? Spirit? Field of relationships? … I don’t know … but I’m certain that aspects of my identity—now there’s an interesting word!—have taken up residence elsewhere. I’ve sort of leached bits of myself into the material world, into the atmosphere … and that’s the beginning of the ‘self’ issue, because, as you well know, I didn’t choose to leach ‘myself’ out of existence, others made that choice for me …
9. Secularism as Species Alienation
10. Scapegoating – the Favourite Pastime of the New Rulers of the World

(Arthur Kroker & Michael A Weinstein, ‘The Political Economy Of Virtual Reality: Pan-Capitalism’ CTheory 17(1-2) 1994)  “Ideological Delegitimation: Finally, through concerted public policies that speak the language of technological necessitarianism struggle to delegitimate unions and their political defense of the working class. Under the onslaught of technocratic elites occupying the heights of right-wing governments across the OECD, union leadership and their working class membership are continuously ridiculed as nostalgic defenders of an already superseded economic order. And not just unions, but the unemployed as well. In Canada, federal and provincial governments enact socially sadistic policies towards the jobless and the homeless because from the moral viewpoint of the technological class, these are fully surplus bodies, accidental spillover from a virtual system that must result in growing social inequalities and the creation of a permanent underclass. With its inherently religious commitment to virtualization, the technological class would find it irrational, and thus immoral, to speak to social issues that are endemic to production. As in Cronenberg's Dead Ringers, the bodies of the technological class may look normal on the outside, but on the inside something has gone terribly wrong. They are mutants: half-flesh/half-wired, fascists in virtual guise who work to liquidate, by absentee mindlessness, the working class, the homeless, and the powerless. And, of course, if "benign indifference" doesn't work, then there is always recourse to the deterrence violence of the security state. In the United States, employment in the security security is a growth industry.”

(Dr. Anthony Burke, Lecturer, University of Adelaide. In Salon des Intellectuels, ‘Human Rights or Human Wrongs: The Worship of Freedom and the Detention of Asylum Seekers’, 2004, online at Hawkecentre) ‘Firstly, do we live in a healthy functioning democracy? I’m coming more and more to fear that what is democratic and pluralistic in our politics co-exists with a form of electoral fascism in which the promise of security reaches in to our hearts with a grubby fist, making us afraid, making us compliant, dividing us and distracting us from the real sources of our pain. We have been captured by demagoguery and violence, suffering and death are its inevitable results.’ 
(Arthur Kroker & Michael A Weinstein, ‘The Political Economy Of Virtual Reality: Pan-Capitalism’, CTheory 17(1-2) 1994)  “The state, under current conditions of pan-capitalism, functions to administer austerity to a population that has been conditioned in hi-tech consumer economies to desire a virtual paradise. The frustrated will to (happy) virtuality turns into the terror of economic abandonment: the nightmare of "homelessness." As Deena Weinstein notes, the homeless aren't wired. And then think of the legion who are kicked into the production machine and then kicked back into their holes where they are wired and re-charged for another day's production of virtuality. Austerity is the public policy of managed depression. The people don't like it. Maybe they won't take it from a (post-) liberal state. Fascism-- getting ours expressly at the expense of others-- is a live option. Austerity in itself is a form of injurious neglect. 

Austerity is sacrificial capitalism. The state, in the name of protecting the flesh in the herd-form of an ersatz "nation," carries out planned sacrifices in order to wring out the debt. "Who benefits" is replaced by "who suffers." Only the wringing out takes forever. A managed depression might turn out to be interminable, a permanent depression. "Don't move too fast; you'll pull the economy into recession." Why not reflate the economy? Who's afraid of fascism? Getting used to less is the economic fate of reclining life.” 
11. 1001 ways to conform in Contemporary Australia

12. The Alienated Family – The Assault on ‘relatedness’ and ‘community’

13. Postmodern Forms of Alienation

(Arthur Kroker & Michael A Weinstein, ‘The Political Economy Of Virtual Reality: Pan-Capitalism’, CTheory 17(1-2) 1994)  “In the windowed world, we pass time by slipping into our electronic bodies, deleting for a while the body with (terminal) organs and becoming alt. subjectivity in the ether-net of organs without a body. The drag of planetary time eases, and we flip into the hyper-role of "lurkers" wandering through the virtual rooms of the city on the digital hill. Voyeurs to our own disappearance into a recombinant subject-position: perfectly relational and positionless, and fascinated for this reason all the more. All twitching fingers as we become a computer keyboard, all burning sex as we stand around the dark edges of virtual bondage dungeons, all drifting feelings as we slip from node to node on the electronic net, all virtual intelligence as we actually dissolve into a mouse cursoring across hyperspace. Our technological future has never been more transparent: alt.bondage, alt.sex, alt.fetishes, alt.conspiracy, alt.TV Simpsons, alt.nano-technology, alt.politics, alt.Star Trek, alt.Bosnia, alt. jokes, alt. vacant beach...”
DDP, p.58
You want me to talk more about how I see things? Well ... take the buildings that dominate the Melbourne skyline. They’re just rectangles to me ... I think ‘rectangle’ and I see ‘rectangle’... I see hundreds of rectangles ... small ones, big ones, shaded ones. [Sam moves in and out of his scientist’s persona] ... The shadows of the rectangles are precise. The planets obey, the planets, the stars, the sun—every thing, every body obeys. It’s all rather tedious doctor ... the sun creates shadows ... the angles of the shadows are precise ... taedium vitae, but comfortable too. There is a number, a formula that can predict exactly how the shadow will behave—the behaviour of bodies. Comfort. Light itself is really a number; the numbers express movement according to the relationships of other numbers. The light energy—the number of the light energy—that falls on rectangles, shapes, obeys a rule ... See this is how I think! And how I talk ... I talk like a goddamn professor! He’s taking me over! This is how I carry on doctor. And I get rewarded for it ... I couldn’t hold down that damn job if I didn’t view the world like this. How would I get on in the world if I believed in mumbo jumbo? You tell me? 

14. Cognitive Freedoms – the colonization of ‘inner space’ by corporate and governmental institutions. Taking the edge off traumatic memories with new ‘Forget It Ever Happened Drugs.’

(Richard Glen Boire, New Scientist, p.48 ‘We Hold These Freedoms to be Self-Evident …’ 24th April 2004. Interviewed by Liz Else.) ‘… the future of freedom of thought is dependent upon maintaining an integrity of neuroelectrochemical processes … We have entered an age where freedom of thought will become meaningless if we don’t recognize and protect the individual’s right to privacy, autonomy and choice with respect to his or her own brain chemistry. … It’s clear that by manipulating the brain you can change thought, and because your thought’s are central to who you are , and because freedom of thought is necessary for all our other freedoms, it ought to be the case that the individual, as opposed to the government, has the ultimate control over matters of the mind.’

15. Describing the Metaphysical Parasite

DDP, p193


‘Could you summarise how the metaphysical parasite affects people?’ said Sam, genuinely fascinated by the theory. There was a short delay whilst the computer processed Sam’s voice pattern.


‘Well it eats out humans from within, Sam—it takes over human beings, and it feeds off their soul energy, which is to say their emotional energy. This energy has been notoriously difficult to measure and classify in terms of the scientific method—it is not amenable to direct observation. This is part of the reason that the parasite has taken such a hold in human communities … it is in part a metaphysical parasite, which is to say that we cannot understand its working thoroughly without engaging with the laws of all of the worlds in which it operates—metaphysical as well as physical. In my research I've linked the metaphysical parasite to some of the great historic transmutations of human society and culture … civilisation is, in a sense, an outgrowth of the parasite.’
(DDP p.192)

The work of Dr. Alan Sycora can be understood as an attempt to merge certain discoveries in psychobiology with insights drawn from transpersonal psychology (especially some of its modified animistic and demonological concepts) and psychoanalysis (particularly Reichian, Primal and Bioenergetic concepts). Dr. Sycora’s most radical assertion is that Westernised nations are unable to properly treat the many psychospiritual maladies that haunt their populations because their philosophies have become almost entirely dependent upon certain kinds of goal-oriented reason and also upon the scientific method—which has various weaknesses. To Dr. Sycora, many diseases of the soul can be better understood as manifestations of what he terms a ‘metaphysical parasite.’ The idea that this parasite takes root in both personality structures and social structures is central to Dr. Sycora’s theory, as is the belief that the parasite cannot be fully ‘known’ by resort to the methods of knowing favoured by science. Dr. Sycora’s treatment process theorises a ‘spatialised unconscious’, into which the metaphysical parasite inserts itself as a living organism—a kind of consumer of human psychic energy. Dr. Sycora saw many forms of neurosis in terms of a principle he termed ‘diversion of psychic energy’. In neurosis, healthy psychic energy resident in the Spatial Unconscious is constantly appropriated (diverted) by the metaphysical parasite. Dr. Sycora describes in his works the emotional cycle that betrays the existence of the metaphysical parasite—he terms this cycle ‘the bacci cycle’.

16. Topic/Issue: The Whole Picture: Resistance to Hyper-Capitalism.

(Verity Burgmann, 2003 p. 347, Power Profit and Protest: Australian Social Movements and Globalisation). “Despite the traumas of 11 September 2001, hundreds of thousands of anti-corporate protestors continued during 2002 to greet each meeting of transnational institutions. For the first time, the operations of global capital, and the effects of its operations, have been subject to critical scrutiny, to fast and furious protest.”
