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Chapter 3


Before You Buy In This Chapter


Understanding ownership realities


Studying horses first








Becoming a horse owner is a serious decision. Unlike skiing or golf or tennis, horseback riding is a hobby that involves a living, breathing creature. When you don't feel like playing golf or aren't in the mood to ski, you can just toss your equipment into the garage and forget about it until the urge strikes again. But owning a horse is a whole different ballgame.





When you own a horse, you're taking responsibility for another living being. You have to feed, groom, and even ride the horse on days when you just don't feel like it. A horse can't sit in a corner while you decide to do something that more suits your mood. Horses need regular care, attention, and TLC.





For these reasons, you need to consider some very serious points before you embark on the journey of horse ownership. In this chapter, we take a look at these important considerations, and give you some advice about preparing for the day when a horse ultimately calls you mom or dad.   Asking Yourself the Right Questions When you find yourself developing the urge to own a horse, you need to do some soul searching. We want you to ask yourself some profound and difficult questions. Not only does your happiness and enjoyment depend on the answers you give, but so does a horse's well-being.


