The Mob fought the Law and the Law won

       In “The Battle For Las Vegas: The Law vs The Mob’’ Dennis N. Griffin writes about an astonishing time in the history of the West, when casinos bloomed in the desert and the population of Las Vegas boomed from 800 to 1.6 million people in a mere 100 years.

Add to that 35 million visitors each year and you have a mecca for fun-loving marks that are ripe for the plucking by folks with criminal intent.

    Griffin writes ‘’Four Midwest organized-crime families were involved in the hidden ownership and skimming of several Las Vegas casinos: Chicago, Kansas City, Milwaukee and Cleveland. For the mobsters, it began as a marriage made in heaven. For gaming authorities and law enforcement, it was a nightmare. The lawmen realized that like a malignant tumor, the influence of organized crime in Las Vegas casinos had to be cut out and destroyed.’’

     To ensure the smooth flow of cash, the gangsters installed a front man with no criminal background, Allen R. Glick, as the casino owner of record, Frank ‘’Lefty’’ Rosenthal as the real boss of casino operations, and Tony Spilotro as the ultimate enforcer, who’d do whatever it took to protect their interests. It wasn’t long before Spilotro, also in charge of Vegas street crime, was known as the “King of the Strip.’’ His crew was known as ‘’The Hole in the Wall Gang’’ due to their method of entering places they intended to rob. 

    Federal and local law enforcement, recognizing the need to rid the casinos of the mob and shut down Spilotro’s rackets, declared war on organized crime. This took some doing, because some mob ‘’moles’’ in the Las Vegas Police Department put the Federal Bureau of Investigation agents on wary alert in their interaction with the locals.

    Dennis N. Griffin uses all of his investigative and interviewing skills to bring this fascinating story of tough guys on both sides to his eighth book.

    Griffin, as most of his local fans already know, is a wonderful writer. In his fiction his deft use of dialogue adds spice to the narration, but his narrative style in his non-fiction works is just as riveting.

