Question: "What is the Rapture of the church?"

Answer: The word "rapture" does not occur in the Bible. The concept of the Rapture, though, is clearly taught in Scripture. The Rapture of the church is the event in which God removes all believers from the earth in order to make way for His righteous judgment to be poured out on the earth during the Tribulation period. The Rapture is described primarily in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and 1 Corinthians 15:50-54. 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 describes the Rapture as God resurrecting all believers who have died, giving them glorified bodies, and then departing the earth with those believers who were still alive, who have also been given glorified bodies. "For the Lord Himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever" (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17).
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1 Thessalonians 4:16-17

For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven... found in verse 16 is clear and taken literally shows Jesus descending from heaven. Now if we use this passage literally for the rapture, a literal event, we must take the same approach for the remainder of the context and apply it literally, so He descends from heaven to rapture the church. One main error in hermenuetics comes when one mixes together symbolism claiming a figurative application and literal from the same contextual syntax, I will try to avoid this pitfall. When we answer why He descends, that point will also clear up confusion that is found in some's contradictory timings because of the local of Yashua, from heaven, that He descends from heaven. The point is clear, Jesus comes from heaven to appear in the midst of the clouds.

The reason that Jesus descends from heaven can be found in the next verse. verse 17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Yashua comes for His bride. This is the rapture.

1 Corinthians 15:50-54 focuses on the instantaneous nature of the Rapture and on the glorified bodies we will receive. "Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed - in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed" (1 Corinthians 15:51-52). The Rapture is the glorious event we should all be longing for. We will finally be free from sin. We will be in God's presence forever. 
