Zook Family History

      


By  Lois Zook Wauson

Moritz Zug (Zook) – (the man who started it all. He was my great-great-great-great-grandfather)

Moritz Zug (Zook) came over to Philadelphia on September 21, 1742, from Amsterdam, Holland or perhaps Rotterdam, Holland, with his brothers Christian and Johannes. Strong tradition exists in several family lines that these immigrants were born in the German Palantinate, and lineal descendants of a Swiss Anabaptist minister Hans Zaug of Berne, Switzerland, who was a Mennonite minister who was imprisoned for his faith in Bern with others in 1859 and released in 1671, and went to live in Heidelberg, Germany. Hans Zaug had 12 children. 

The three brothers Moritz, Christian and Johannes Zook came on the ship Francis and Elizabeth.  An Amish Mennonite community had been established as early as 1737 about sixty miles northwest of Philadelphia. The immigrants filed at least eight applications between 1742 and 1758 for land. 

Very little is known about Moritz activities during the first decade in the Northkill colony where the brothers had settled. I found this on the Internet: Northkill Amish Settlement, in Berks County, Pennsylvania on Northkill Creek was the first organized Amish settlement in America!

But, Indian raids were common. The French and Indian War was particular disastrous to the colonists among the Blue Mountains. The Delaware Indians who were once peaceful were goaded by the French to drive out the English settlers. The colonists built a fort in 1756, not far from Christian Zug’s farm, but it was very weak and did not keep the Indians from raiding and killing and capturing the settlers. 

On Old US 22 stands a memorial to the Northkill Amish settlement. The historical marker also notes the often-told Indian attack on the Jacob Hochstetler family, in which three members were killed and three were taken captive. Jacob Hochstetler was a neighbor of Christian Zug. The Northkill Creek, which gave its name to the settlement still flows nearby. The Blue Mountain, the easternmost ridge of the Alleghenies, formed the boundary between legal white settlement and Indian Territory.

The Northkill settlement never fully recovered from the shock of the raids, and many settlers left their homes for more secure communities further south and this early Amish colony dwindled and disappeared. 

Moritz Zug was a prosperous farmer who added significantly to his livestock and real estate throughout the 1850’s and 1760’s. His name was found several times during that time in Bern Township, and purchased land on Plum Creek. Sometimes the spelling was “Morris Zook”. 

Moritz was married to Maria Kurtz and they had seven known children born between 1748 and 1763. In 1770 Maria and Moritz deeded the home in the Bern Township to the younger son, John Zug. A few weeks later they bought 150 acres in Chester County, in West Whiteland Township. This moved them closer to Philadelphia. His sons John and Christian remained in Berks County.

This new home in Chester County was located on the Philadelphia-Lancaster Pike and was said to be a welcome resting spot for travelers bound from Philadelphia to the western part of the Province. The house had sixteen rooms. The house is still standing and is in the National Registry of Historic Sites. 
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Picture of the Zook House take in 1907-(built in 1750)

The Zook House in Exton was home to eight generations of the Zook family. Built by early settler William Owen in 1750, Moritz Zug (Zook), grandson of an Anabaptist preacher, moved from Berks County and purchased the home in 1770. It became a haven for Amish and Mennonite travelers who were migrating westward to Lancaster County and Ohio. The building was restored and preserved by the Rouse Company during the construction of Exton Square Mall, 1971-72, and became the headquarters of the West Whiteland Historical Commission.
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The picture above is the Zook House in Exton with another angle.

Moritz is credited with founding this most progressive of Amish communities in America at that time. Breaking early with the long-standing tradition of worship in the home, this group built a meetinghouse that served as both church and school. 

What is interesting is that Moritz two sons John and Christian, who remained in Berks County, in the Northkill community stayed true to the old Amish ways and religious preferences. They later formed with other families an Amish community in the hinterland of Mifflin County, a community that did not build a meetinghouse until 1860, nearly 100 years later. Many of those descendents today are among the most conservative Amish in religion, dress and customs. 

Moritz Zug died in 1808, and he deeded his home in Chester County to his son Jacob. He lived with Jacob in the house when he was very old before he died. 

                                       Abraham Zook

Abraham Zook, my great-great-great grandfather, was the youngest son of Moritz Zug, and came with his parents in 1770 from his native Berks County to West Whiteland Township in Chester County, PA. Abraham purchased land from his brothers Henry and Jacob Zug, but about the time of his father’s death, he h is wife Maria moved to Lampeter Township, Lancaster County, near the home of Maria’s parents. 

Abraham like his father Moritz, was an excellent businessman.

In 1808 about the time his father Moritz died, he bought 150 acres along the Conestoga Creek, downstream a short distance from a covered bridge that the previous owner had constructed across the stream. He made an agreement not to build a mill or waterworks of any kind on the stream. 

But five years later, 1813, when Abraham and his son, Joseph planned to engage in the business of “fulling” of woolen cloth, Abraham paid the previous owner, Binkley $100 for a right to build a mill and a dam on the property. “Fulling” is the shrinking and pressing with moist heat.

The next year, in 1814, Abraham’s wife died at the age of 47. She left six children still at home, age two to seventeen years of age, three boys and three little girls. Five children had already left home. What was amazing to me is that all 11 of Maria’s children survived.  Abraham did not remarry. Which is also a surprise, because most of the time the man remarried when his wife died.  Colonial life was hard on the women. 

Abraham Zook was always buying and selling real estate. During the winter of 1818, he sold 20 acres of his land to his son Joseph for $10,000.  It was the land that had the mill and dam on it. 

In 1817 he bought 94 acres and four years later he sold it for the same amount to his son Abraham, Jr. In 1822, he sold to his sons John and Christian land on Spring Run in Donegal Township a tract of 224 acres, bought earlier at a Sheriff’s sale. When he died in 1826 he owned his home on the remaining part of the Binkley tract and 64 acres in Bart Township. 

That residence on the Conestoga, is still in existence today at 651 Millcross Road is know as “Clairfields”, the name describing the tract on the original patent from the Penns. (William Penn). Binkley’s bridge has been replaced by a modern steel and concrete structure, but the old mills are still standing a short distance downstream. 

                                   Joseph Zook

Joseph Zook who is my great-great-grandfather, was Abraham Zook’s oldest child. He was 20 years old when his family moved to Lancaster County. He had been born on March 3, 1787 in Chester County, Pa. 

Joseph married Anna Shock, the daughter of a well-known man who settled in Manor Township. It probably was around 1816. He must have been about 29. She was the same age. I wonder if this was a mistake in the dates, because young people didn’t wait till they were nearly 30 to marry back then. But they were both supposed to have been born in 1787. And their first child was born in 1817. That would make them both nearly 30. Maybe they had earlier and had other children earlier in the marriage and they died? 

 But then Anna died at an early age of 38 in 1825, and is buried on the family plantation. She had just given birth to her sixth child in January, when she died a few months later in June. But some think that date is wrong, and Anna probably died in childbirth in January. The gravestone was put up until many years later. Her oldest child was eight (8) years old - six children under the age of eight. The children’s names were Mary, John, Catharine, Abraham, Jacob, and Joseph. So Joseph, the father, my great-great-grandfather is left with six small children and no wife. 

Joseph married again to Catharine Whisler, and they purchased a farm in Greene Township, a mile north of Chambersburg, on March 29, 1830 from George Hoffman.  This is five years after his first wife Anna had passed away. It is not known what date they married. But it must have been before 1830.

In 1832 he bought the Henry Hoffman merchant mill from the latter’s son, and in March 1834, a gristmill, once part of the Hoffman estate, on the banks of the Conococheage Creek.  Like his father, Abraham Zook, Joseph Zook began to acquire lots of property and businesses. 

The next year, on October 28, 1833 their first child is born. His name is Samuel, who becomes my great-grandfather. I am wondering how they managed to not have any children all those years before Samuel is born. As before, did they lose some babies? We may never know. Then they after Samuel, they go to have Sarah, in 1837, Leah, in 1839, Noah in 1841, and Susanna in 1844. 

The next census of 1840, Joseph and Catharine Zook are still living in Greene Township with Catharine who is 21, his daughter by his first wife Anna, and Samuel 7 years old and two more little girls, Sara, three and Leah, one year old. His children by Anna are all gone, except Catharine. Noah and Susanna are not born yet. 

In the 1850 census, 10 years later, they are still in Greene Township, Franklin County. Post Office is Chambersburg. They have a 100-acre plantation. His children by his first wife, Anna are all married, because there are just he and Catharine and their kids at home. Joseph is 63 and Catharine is 50. Samuel, my great-grandfather, is 16 years old. Then there is still Sarah 12, Leah, 10, Noah 9, and Susannah 6. 

According to my book about the Zook genealogy, I found that Joseph made a will in January of 1852 leaving all his land to his wife Catharine. Plus he left her all the furniture, the livestock, the farm equipment. It says in a gesture that was unheard of then, he even left her “one bed and one cow in the event she married be hers absolutely”. How kind of him!

The “burying ground” on the plantation was deeded to a Henry Wenger, Abraham Zook, and Martin Wenger, trustees for “a place of burial forever for the heirs and descendents of Joseph Zook, dec’d, and Abraham Wenger, dec’d, and David Lehman, dec’d and also for the heirs and descendants and relatives of those already buried there” Joseph and Catherine are buried here what today is know as the Siloam Cemetery. 

So that means than all of us descended from Joseph Zook, our great-great-grandfather, and Samuel Zook, our great-grandfather, and Samuel Zook, our grandfather, and Lawrence Zook, our father, can be buried there? Seems so. 

Found in the history of Martin Wenger: “At one time the property was owned by the Joseph Zook, 1787.3.3 1852.7.16 family and it was then called the Zook Cemetery. The money received for the building was added to the endowment fund for the care of the cemetery. The oldest marker is 1793. The original home and barn of Martin Wenger, are visible about 1/4 mile northeast from the cemetery when the leaves are off the trees. It has 145 graves. Families found in the cemetery are Wenger, Zook, Lehman, Detwiler, Hoffman, Horst, Lesher and Whisler along with others.”

Well it seems that Joseph must have been ill when he made that will, because he died six months later, in 1852. He was 65 years old.

In 1860, eight years after Joseph died, we find Catharine still on the plantation, near Chambersburg, with three of the children, Leah, who is 20 and Noah, 19, and Susan, 16.  My grandfather Samuel is married by then. 

Catherine stayed on the plantation but her stepson, who was executer of the will, sold 32 acres of the land, which had a dam and a mill on it. It later became a water pumping station for the town of Chambersburg, which was their post office at that time. 

So, evidently Catharine was still on the plantation when the Civil War began in 1861. But before that in 1859, Chambersburg was a stop on the Underground Railroad, which hid runaway slaves and aided in their escape to Canada and freedom. The infamous abolitionist, John Brown, and his followers met in Chambersburg while planning their disastrous raid on Harper's Ferry. 

I am a romantic, so I wonder if Catharine Zook knew about John Brown’s meeting in Chambersburg, as they planned their historical raid on Harper’s Ferry. Also, it would be of interest to find out if she was part of the Underground Railroad, which hid runaway slaves. 

The famous abolitionist, John Brown, and his followers met in Chambersburg while planning their disastrous raid on Harper's Ferry. John Brown kept two or three of his party, under assumed names, at Chambersburg, Pa., who there received arms, ammunition and other military stores and forwarded them from time to time to Brown's habitation, which was on a farm near Harpers Ferry, where he lived under an assumed name also.

John Brown believed he could free the slaves, and he selected Harpers Ferry as his starting point. Determined to seize the 100,000 weapons at the Arsenal and to use the Blue Ridge Mountains for guerrilla warfare, abolitionist Brown launched his raid on Sunday evening, October 16, 1859. His 21-man "army of liberation" seized the Armory and several other strategic points. Thirty-six hours after the raid begun, with most of his men killed or wounded, Brown was captured in the Armory fire engine house (now known as "John Brown's Fort") when U.S. Marines stormed the building.

Brought to trial at nearby Charles Town, Brown was found guilty of treason, of conspiring with slaves to rebel, and murder. He was hanged on December 2, 1859. John Brown's short-lived raid failed, but his trial and execution focused the nation's attention on the moral issue of slavery and headed the country toward civil war.
I am a romantic and a storyteller, so I wonder if Catharine Zook knew about John Brown’s meeting in Chambersburg, as they planned their historical raid on Harper’s Ferry. Also, it would be of interest to find out if she was part of the Underground Railroad, which hid runaway slaves on their way to Canada. Since they were known as a peaceful sort, but against slavery, I doubt she helped John Brown with his raid at Harper’s Ferry! But she may have helped the slaves to escape to Canada.
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John Brown House in Chambersburg, Pa
Here’s some interesting bit of history about Chambersburg, where this all happened. When the Civil War began in 1861, Chambersburg began several years of hardship, when 80,000 Confederate soldiers, under the leadership of General Lee, occupied the town. 

During this time, the town was repeatedly pillaged and the ammunition dump was destroyed. Early in 1864, in retaliation for a federal raid into Virginia, the Confederate army demanded that Chambersburg pay a $100,000 ransom in gold. The citizens refused and the town was looted and set on fire, making Chambersburg the only Northern town burned by the Confederate army! And to think my ancestors lived there when this happened. 

Although thousands of people were left homeless, the citizens quickly rebuilt, establishing Chambersburg as a center of industry and home to the Cumberland Valley Railroad. The city continues to thrive today, and to build on the history of hard work and determination of its forefathers.





Samuel Zook
So, now we need to see what happened to Samuel Zook, our great-grandfather. It seems he married Mariah Oberholtzer in 1856, four years after his father Joseph died. In the 1860 census he and Mariah are living in Franklin County, Pa. in the town of Orrstown with their two little girls, Anna 3, and Sarah 2, born in 1857 and 1858. Samuel is a farmer, owning real estate, and also personal estate. This is one year before the War Between the States started, which was 1861. 

I found this little tidbit of information on the Internet for Samuel Zook in Orrstown, Pa. in 1867. “Fire destroyed Samuel Zook's Sorghum Mill.” He must have owned a Sorghum Mill. 

Also in that same newspaper named “The Valley of the Shadow” dated August, 1865, it has an article called Editorial Comment: "The Revenue Department at Washington has recognized the propriety of publishing the list of incomes returned for taxation, so that each man may judge of the integrity of his neighbor in assuming his just share of the exactions necessary to sustain our National credit. Believing that it can do no harm--that it can offend no just man and that it may prevent dishonest returns to avoid taxation, we herewith publish the entire list of taxable incomes in Chambersburg, Guilford, Green, Southampton, and Lurgan, and in a future issue we shall give the incomes of the remaining districts. All whose names do not appear on the list have made return[s] that their income does not exceed six hundred dollars:" Samuel Zook’s name is listed there and his taxable income was $790, and he was one of the four top wealthiest men listed out of over 60 men. 

So, Great-grandfather Samuel Zook and his wife Mariah were living in Southhampton, Franklin County, Pennsylvania.
But then something tragic happens that next summer, in 1861, and I wonder what! Is it diphtheria or some contagious disease? Because little Sarah, 3, dies in June and a month later her sister Anna, 4, dies. How can a woman stand such pain?

This is a sad time for Samuel and Maria. War Between the States has broken out. The Civil War has begun, and they lose their two sweet little girls in death.

I found Samuel’s name listed in the men who were drafted on Sept. 2, 1863. This was in the Valley of the Shadow newspaper. But I find no record of his going to fight in the war. Many Mennonites and Amish were conscientious objectors. They were a peaceful family. 

Samuel Zook is also a minister and bishop of the River Brethren Church in Franklin County, near Orrstown. 

I found archives of a newspaper on the Internet called “The Valley of the Shadow” dated August 1865 and there is an article with an Editorial Comment. The Revenue Department at Washington had a list of people who submitted their names with property for taxes. Samuel Zook’s name is listed there and his taxable income was $790, and he was one of the four top wealthiest men listed out of over 60 men. 

Here is a bit of interesting trivia found in the Valley of the Shadow newspaper dated March 30, 1867. “Secretary of State Seward agreed to pay Russia $7,200,000 for Alaska.”. Then on April 9, 1867, Congress ratified the purchase of Alaska”

Also the county also had problems with Gypsies back then because the newspaper dated Apirl 22, 1867, says “Valley Spirit advised a group of gypsies encamped in the woods near Chambersburg be immediately driven out.”

Then in an October issue of the Valley of Shadow, we see “Ownership of Alaska transferred from Russia to America.”
.
Also from the newspaper on June 1869, “The "River Brethren" of Franklin County held their annual Love Feast, or "Liebesmole" on the farm of Abraham Sollenberger. Religious exercises were held in English and German, including a ceremonial washing of the feet. (Names in announcement: Abraham Sollenberger & Zook) This may have been my great-great-grandfather, Samuel Zook.

Discipleship for “the brethren” was expressed in practical ways. It involved the avoidance of “worldly” activities such as politics and certain amusements such as card playing. Dress was simple and unadorned by jewelry, bright colors, or frills. The plain uniform dress made them stand out in their communities which suited their belief of being a separate people called out by God. The fact that they were farmers and spoke German likely affected both their simple theological stance and their desire to be separated from the world.

Samuel and Mariah stayed in Franklin County throughout the War. The 1870 census has Samuel and Mariah still living in the Southampton Township, Franklin County, Pa. Their post office is still Orrstown. He seems to be well off then. His property is listed as worth $30,000 and personal property listed as $3540. That is a lot of money even now. But then, it was even a large amount of money. He was very wealthy!

Samuel and Mariah have five (5) children: Noah 9, Catherine 8, Aaron 6, Henry 3, Samuel 1, (my grandfather) listed on the 1870 census. This is puzzling because in the census 10 years later, there is no boy named Henry who would be the age 12 or 13, but a girl named Fanny, age 13. This must have been a mistake on the census, and there was no boy named Henry, but a girl named Fanny the same age!

In 1878 their last child, Emma was born. But they had gone through more tragedy in the years before that. They lost two more baby girls after Anna and Sarah died. Mary, who was born in 1865 and died one year later when she was 1 year old. Then there was Christina born in Feb. 1874 who died two weeks later on Feb. 18th. How much grief can parents stand? I keep think about Mariah, especially. How could she go on?

In 1872 Samuel Zook was one of three preachers of the River Brethren Church to be chosen to compile the new hymnal for the United Brethren in Christ church.  Jacob Engle was a bishop and lived and died in Pennsylvania. Abraham Engle was a deacon and went to Kansas later along with Samuel Zook in 1879. This first edition of Spiritual Hymns contains 397 German hymns and 625 English hymns. On the title page the words River Brethren are in much larger type than the title Brethren in Christ. The latter had been in use on about 10 years and the former name of the church 

River Brethren, was the older version. These three men still called themselves River Brethren. A later version of the hymn-book came out with Brethren in Christ in much bigger print than River Brethren! I ordered a copy of this hymnal. It is here somewhere in my huge collection of books.

A bit of interesting trivia: Jacob Engle’s daughter Elizabeth became Samuel Zook’s second wife after his wife Mariah, (my great-grandmother) died in 1898, 24 years later. 
In 1879 evidently Samuel felt God calling him and his family to settle in Kansas, along with several hundred River Brethren from Pennsylvania. I found this in some history of Kansas.

“1878-1879 - A colony of several hundred (Susquehanna) River Brethren from Pennsylvania arrived in the old-time corrupt cow town of Abilene, Dickinson County, Kansas to organize homes and fields on virgin land purchased from the Kansas Pacific Railroad. Quite a few people settled in Buckeye Township Kansas, in the spring of 1879.”
Samuel Zook and Mariah had eight surviving children with them when they moved to Kansas in 1879. The census lists them as: Noah 19, Katie (Catharine) 18, Aaron 17, Fanny 12, Samuel 11, Christa 9, Jacob 5, and Emma 1. Christa is listed as a son but the name should have been Christian. That Samuel was my grandfather Samuel who was 11 years old.

I also ran across a book called Pioneer History of Kansas by Adolph Roenigk. It is about the Early days of Abilene and Dickinson County or Reminiscence of the Longhorn Days of Abilene. Adolph Roenigk lived in Abilene during the latter part of 1800 and knew the history well. His book is too expensive to buy (about $200 on Amazon.com), but part of it is online. I found this and was excited to read something that someone wrote who was THERE!

(These are the River Brethren people which my great-grandfather was a part of)  - From the book: “In the late seventies the “River Brethren” invaded Dickinson County. A religious sect, very similar in dress, manners and morals to the old style Quakers. These people had sold their farms back in old Pennsylvania at $100 and $150 per acre, many of them wealthy, all had money; all were thrifty, industrious and enterprising. If there be some needing pecuniary aid, the “Brethren” came to their assistance. It was a part of their religion. These people bought farms, many farms, built big farm houses, big $2,000 Pennsylvania--bank--barns, and churches, raised big crops of wheat, oats, corn and potatoes.
     Probably no county in Kansas was settled by a better class of people than was Dickinson County. They were sturdy, intelligent and enterprising. They come to carve out homes for the wife and babies. They fought and vanquished the grasshopper, the drought, the hot winds, they built homes, schoolhouses and churches, turned and tamed the wild prairie soil and overcame all manner of difficulties and discouragements.”

That pretty much describes Great-grandfather Zook and Mariah, and his family and fellow River Brethren members and friends.  They were prosperous, great farmers and business people. 
And they lived by the “Book”, the Holy Bible. 
Taken from Henry Cutler’s “History of the State of Kansas”, the chapter on Dickenson County says: “In 1879 one of the most complete and perfectly organized colonies that ever entered a new country, arrived in Dickinson County. In point of numbers and equipment it far exceeded anything that had preceded it. All told, they numbered nearly three hundred persons. When they had selected the lands for the colony, they immediately went to work and had a large frame building erected in Abilene, 28x80 feet, for the accommodation of the colonists upon their arrival, until suitable buildings could be erected upon their lands.

 On Friday, March 28, 1879, the first company arrived in Abilene, which consisted of thirty persons from Frederick County, Md., and on Saturday morning, upwards of two hundred arrived from Lancaster, Cumberland, Dauphin, Lebanon and Franklin counties, Pa. (Samuel and Mariah were from Franklin County). Others followed these later. In religion they are what is known as "River Brethren", and in order not to be deprived of their privilege of worship, they brought with them a minister, Rev. Benj. Gist, and a bishop, Rev. Jesse Engle, so that from the time they started, there was a perfect church organization in the colony. The colony divided on its arrival in the county, some settling north of the Smoky, and some south, in the vicinity of Belle Springs. They brought with them fifteen carloads of freight, and in notion their departure from Pennsylvania, the Marietta Times said that they took with them not less than $500,000 in money.”  Yes, the River Brethren were prosperous!
So, we assume that my great-grandfather, Samuel as did the rest of the farmers sold their farms and acquired quite a bit of money to start out with, before they left Pennsylvania. 

I can just imagine Samuel and Mariah and their children going to their church meetings in Kansas. This was one of their social and spiritual events, which were very important to them. They did not forsake them for anything! Meetinghouses were unknown to them in those days because they were not needed; and when it became needful, to build houses of worship, they had many fears, lest the Brethren in building would weaken the spiritual life, and their worship would be more formal than spiritual. So, they met in homes.

They also had an arrangement of holding Prayer meeting on Saturday evening and preaching on Sunday forenoon, and tarrying to take a meal together after meeting on Sunday, and this had an excellent social effect. Friendship and love was cultivated. As was stated in a story taken from an old newspaper back then: “The brethren did not grow strange toward each other!” The woman, at whose home the Brethren met in, furnished the meal to all the people. They met in homes and when the group became too large they moved to the barn.
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(Elder Samuel Zook newspaper article). What a sad story. 

Noah was Samuel’s brother and he followed him to Kansas from Pennsylvania. He and his family lived north of Abilene from 1881 to 1896. They lived in an environment of religious study and discussion. The children were encouraged to become ministers and missionaries. In 1896 Noah and his family sold the farm in order to become full time itinerant evangelists. 

I found this bit of interesting information. “The Kansas Brethren In Christ has been a leader for the church. In 1894, at the Bethel Church, in Kansas, the idea and the first funding for foreign missions was started, and the first five missionaries were sent to Africa two years later in 1897. Noah Zook sent four children to foreign countries as missionaries.” 
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The Bethel Church  in Kansas

Noah’s son Eber, died in India of small pox. Their daughter Rhoda and husband Josiah Martin, both died of small pox in India, and their daughter Sarah, died in Africa of “African fever”. David their son and his wife were in India and Japan for several years. They survived and were the only children who became missionaries and did not give their lives. 
My great-grandfather’s faith was important to him. This was in the

HUTCHINSON KANSAS DAILY NEWS, TUESDAY, JUNE 13, 1899.
Abilene, Kan., June 13. “The River Brethren held their annual love feast at Zion meeting house Sunday, hundreds from all parts of central Kansas being present. Bishop Samuel Zook, who has just been made editor of the church paper, delivered the sermon and the quaint ceremony of feet washing was observed.”
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Bishop Samuel Zook of the 
River Brethren Church and Zion Meeting House

This was taken from the newspaper somewhere in the 1880’s in Abilene, Kansas, about my great-grandfather Samuel,  “Already there were several fields of hard wheat being grown in Dickinson County, that of Samuel Zook, bishop of the River Brethren church.  Last September Mr. Zook, residing on section ten, Buckeye Township, sowed eighty acres of a variety which he calls Russian wheat, which was introduced into McPherson county a few years ago by the Mennonites who emigrated from Russia. We have been interviewing that field very closely all winter and spring and we have come to the conclusion that it is by far the hardiest wheat we have seen in Kansas. When this wheat is thrashed we hope to be able to give our readers the amount of bushels per acre which this new variety yields.” 

The promised report came in the issue of August 26: "The crop in this field was threshed last week. The product was seventeen bushels per acre-machine measure. This was a high yield spread Into the Kansas Valley Counties for a year in which the official county average was set at 9 bushels.  My Great-Grandfather Samuel was such a successful farmer! The following year, 1882, the comment was again favorable: "Samuel Zook has one of the finest pieces of Russian wheat in the county.”
But then three years after they came to Kansas, another tragedy struck Samuel and Mariah. On the afternoon of August 4, 1882 their youngest daughter Emma, age 3 perished in a fire that destroyed several large farm buildings. Samuel wrote an account of the tragedy to a friend in Pennsylvania.  So this sad mother lost five daughters to death. I am sure it was difficult for Samuel also, but I am looking at this through the eyes of a mother. How much can a mother stand? She must have had very strong faith! And we think we have it hard! I don’t know if I would have had much faith after that!
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The above was found on the Internet. And it was the story in many newspapers across the nation, including New York, Michigan, Utah, and Pennsylvania, and many other newspapers throughout the country.

In 1885 I found a State census that shows Samuel and Mariah still in Buckeye Township, Dickinson County, with five of their children at home. There is Aaron 21, Fannie 18, Samuel 16, 

(Samuel is my grandfather!) Christian 14 and Jacob 12. Evidently their son Noah and daughter Katie have flown the nest. 

There are no records of an 1890 census, which was destroyed in a fire. But I did find an 1895 State Census, and they are still farming in Dickinson County, which shows Samuel at the age of 62 and Mariah are 60, with one child at home, Jacob, age 20. 

Samuel’s wife Mariah died in 1898 and he married a woman named Elizabeth Engle. I discovered this article in an Abilene newspaper: “Manchester News, Dickinson County, KS, Jan. 4, 1900, page 1: Local News -- Abilene Reflector -- Elder Samuel Zook of the River Brethern church was married December 21 at Marietta, Pa., to Miss Lizzie Engle, daughter of Jacob Engle. Mr. Zook will spend a month in Arizona and return here in February.” Wow, they even went on a honeymoon?  Samuel died four years later, in 1904. 

             Samuel Herbert Zook/ Elizabeth (Lizzie) Hoffman
Now we come to the story of my grandfather Samuel Herbert Zook. On November 5, 1891, Samuel at the age of 22 married Elizabeth Hoffman, 21 in Kansas. 

So I wonder how Samuel Zook and Lizzie Hoffman knew each other before they fell in love and got married? Both families moved to Dickinson County at the same time, and maybe they went to the same church, which was the Brethren in Christ, or as some called it - The River Brethren - given that name back in Pennsylvania since the church was started by the Mennonites who lived just north of Marietta, Pennsylvania on the east side of the Susquehanna River. All the church members got baptized in that river.

 Elizabeth (Lizzie) (my grandmother) had been born July 1869, in Pennsylvania. Her parents were Eli and Fannie Hoffman. They came to Kansas about the same time as the Zook family. They were living in Ridge and Hope, Dickinson County in Kansas. They were a very religious and devout family like the Zooks.  

In the 1880 census in Kansas, Lizzie’s parents, Eli Hoffman is 42, and Fannie is 40. They have 10 kids already - ages 6 month to 18 years! They have 7 girls and 3 boys, Elmer 18, Anna 17, Martin 15, Elmina 13, Lizzie (my grandmother) 10, Sadie 8, Martha 6, Susan 4, Fannie 2, and Eli 6 months.  

[image: image8.jpg]Eli Snyder Hoffman (1838-1906) sits with his wife, Fannie, in a
photograph taken before 1879.





But my Aunt Maurine sent me a note once, saying there were 11 Hoffman children (which were my father’s and her aunts and uncles). They included three Hoffman boys, Eli, Levi and Elmer. That census does not show a Levi, but a son named Martin, so maybe that was Levi, and Martin his second name. And her note named all the girls but did not name a girl named Susan. Census was not always correct. 

Several of the Hoffman children became missionaries to China, India, Africa, and Central America. Aunt Maurine said there were five of the Hoffman children who became medical missionaries. Fannie, Elmina and Martha never married. Fannie and Elmina were in India. Martha went to Salvador in Central America. Samuel and Lizzie (my grandparents) went to the Rio Grande Valley in Texas where he was a missionary to the Mexicans in Mexico. There was a Susan Cassell married to J. G. Cassell listed in the Evangelical Visitor quarterly of 1902 and they went to Guatemala, Central America. I think this may have been Susan Hoffman. Uncle Martin sent the clipping to Aunt Maurine back in 1953 where he underlined his relatives. (See photographs) 
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My Aunt Maurine remembers Fannie, Edith and Elmina came to Floresville to visit them (her mother was their sister Lizzie, remember?) when Maurine was a small girl. This was after their 20-year stay in India.   
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 I found this on the Dickinson County Kansas Historical website: May 1941-An account of the annual exodus of the River Brethren to the conference of this sect in Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, published in the Philadelphia (Pa.) Press, April 26, 1903, was found in a family Bible by Sam D. Zook, of Abilene. The article was reprinted in the Abilene Daily Chronicle. Samuel D. Zook was Noah’s son, my great-grandfather’s brother.

So, here we are in the 1890’s and Samuel and Lizzie are married and have their first child Martin about 1893. Then Ethel is born the next year. 1894. Their son Dwight was born in 1895. 

Daddy always said that his sister Ethel was mentally retarded. She lived at home and their mother always took care of her, but when his mother died in 1924, and Ethel was 31 years old - his father put her in the State Mental Hospital in San Antonio. They were living near Floresville Texas then.  Daddy told us she could not talk, just mutter words and played with dolls and dishes, and acted like a child. But my Uncle Everett told me in 1985, she was born with a cleft palette and a clubfoot.  Back then they didn’t know what to do for that. Doctors just said she was mentally retarded. Nowadays they have surgery for that and who knows? If that was now, she may have gone to school and been a normal person. It is sad to think about.

In 1900, the Hoffmans, Lizzie’s parents, my great-grandparents, were living in Dickinson County, Ridge Township, and had one son, and three of their daughters still at home. These children were in their teens and twenties. 

Samuel and Lizzie Zook left Kansas around 1900 for the Rio Grande Valley of Texas. Evidently they sold their farm. They were missionaries for the Brethren in Christ church. They went on a train to Corpus Christi, and then went to Hidalgo County from there. 


Daddy always said they left their two older boys, Martin and Dwight, his brothers in Kansas with their grandparents, the Hoffman family. I have found a census of 1905 in Ridge Township, Kansas, where Martin age 11 is living with his grandparents, the Hoffman family. 

But Dwight is not there. Maybe he went to Texas to live with them when they moved to Floresville in 1905. But I know they did take Ethel with them. Some say that heard they took Martin and Dwight with them, but sent them back to Kansas because the schools were so bad in Hidalgo, which could be true. Schooling was important to them.   

Samuel Zook, (Grandpa Zook) went across the border to start mission churches in Mexico. He would sometimes be gone for days or weeks. He left Grandma alone with the children and a Mexican girl who stayed with her and helped her. Our Daddy, Lawrence was born in 1902. That is how Daddy learned to speak Spanish, because he had a Mexican nanny, who he also nursed because his mother’s milk was not sufficient for him! This story told to us by my daddy. 

My Uncle Everett told me his mother told him stories of how scared she was living there without a man around, and just the small children for company, and a Mexican girl who could not speak English.  

Lawrence, my father was born in Hidalgo County, Texas, in 1902, and his brother Warren was born there in 1904. 

Grandpa and Grandma Zook moved to Floresville around 1905. The story told to me was this: Grandpa Zook decided the Valley was not a good place to raise children and searched for a county in Texas that had good schools. Schools were important to Samuel and Lizzie. Floresville had good schools. Martin and Dwight continued to live in Kansas with their grandparents. (as far as I know right now. I want to go to the Floresville school district to see if they have a record of Dwight Zook in school here) *

My grandfather, Samuel Zook, bought a farm in Wilson County and began farming. They had Ethel 13, Lawrence 3, and Warren 1, when they moved here. They began attending the Methodist Church in Floresville. Church was important to the family. But my grandfather was still a missionary at heart. He began services for the Mexican people in Floresville. I found old records at the First Methodist church in Floresville where Grandfather Zook was listed on the Mission Board, and in charge of evangelism. I don’t know where, exactly, but I think he started a little church across the San Antonio River near what is called Picosa Creek. He would go out there with his horse and buggy to have services under a big oak tree, on what was called the Martinez Ranch. 

In doing research at the Courthouse in Wilson County, I found interesting things concerning the land my grandfather bought when he came to Floresville around 1905.

Grandfather Zook bought three different parcels of land when he moved here to Wilson County in 1905 from the Rio Grande Valley with his family. My daddy was 3 years old. Grandpa must have been rich, because he paid cash for the land! He paid nearly $3000 for several hundred acres of land in the fall of 1906, which was a lot of money! He must have had money because, remember, he had sold his big farm in Kansas before he and grandma became missionaries.

I am not sure where the land was around Floresville, but it was part of the S & J Arocha grant. I researched the Arocha brothers on Handbook of Texas Online and found that Simón Arocha and his brother Juan obtained title to eight leagues of land north of the site of present Floresville in 1782. They had a ranch called the San Rafael de Pataguilla, and Simon was a leading cattleman who helped with a roundup agreement with the missions in 1787. 

During the revolutionary disturbances of the early nineteenth century, in which the Arochas were dedicated insurgents, most of their property was confiscated. With the coming of Mexican independence, however, Arocha's grandson José Ignacio managed to confirm title to the original Arocha grant. All that land is still called the S & J Arocha Grant.

One of the books in the county clerk’s office has a page with a picture of the Arocha land surveyed, which looks like an original. It goes all the way to the San Antonio River. Looking at the survey with all the land blocked off and seeing the plats that my grandfather bought in 1906, somehow connected me with him and my grandmother and my daddy who was only 4 years old and my uncle Warren who was one year old. 

Now I am going to have to find out where that farm was. I have a picture of my daddy and his brothers and sisters in front of a house in Floresville in Wilson County. Several more children were born in Wilson County, probably at this house. The house was at the corner of Trail St, (originally called Trial St.-somehow it got changed through the years) and 2nd Street, the northwest corner where the El Mesias Methodist Church sits today. 
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Samuel Zook’s home which was on the corner of Trail and 2nd St. in Floresville. This probably was taken about 1912. Back row; Lawrence, Maurine, Warren, Gladys, fr. Row: Everett, OlaDee

I was just thinking, our house, where we live now, which my daughter Julie owns, at 109 Crestway in Floresville, might be sitting on the original S & J Arocha Grant land owned by the Arochas in the 1700s and then my grandfather bought in 1906. 

At the same time, Grandfather Zook bought 762 acres in the Camp Ranch community, part of the Maria Calvillo Grant. That property was where the old Rancho de las Cabras was located on. 

Part of the description of grandpa’s farm in a document I found says it went “from a stake on the west bank the San Antonio River for the lower corner of said Maria Calvillo grant and the upper corner of the Manuel Barrera League…to a stake by a live oak tree…to …a stake by a mesquite tree…thence down the river with its meanders to the place of beginning” Grandfather Zook didn’t live on that land, but leased it out until around 1916, when he moved his family to the farm which was in Camp Ranch. I believe he then sold the land that the house was on, on Trial St, to the El Mesias Methodist Church in Floresville. 

Five years then passed by for the Zook family and during that time, from 1905 to 1910, they had had four more children - all born in Floresville! My Aunt Gladys, Aunt Maurine, Uncle Everett, and Ola Dee.

 Now they have nine children, Ethel 18, Lawrence 8, Warren 6, Gladys 4, Maurine 3, Everett 2, and Ola Dee 1. They have six kids under the age of eight. My grandmother Lizzie Zook was a strong Texas woman.  I have a picture that looks like it may have been taken of Samuel and Lizzie around 1906. . (See pictures) It was taken in Texas. Martin and Dwight, the older sons, are in the picture - perhaps they came to visit their parents in Texas. 

Uncle Everett and Daddy always said their mother was a “saint” and now I see why. So did Aunt Maurine tell me that. They say she was gentle and sweet and kind. She had to have been a saint. Her husband was said to be a strong willed man, and Daddy, Everett and Maurine never said much about him except he was harsh, gruff, and had a temper, and was a strong willed man. And preached “hellfire and damnation”. His religion was his life. He was very strict. But all the children loved and cherished their mother very much, from the stories I have heard. But I know they respected their father.

Dwight graduated from high school in Floresville, and started studying music and piano. He was said to be very gifted and talented in piano. Dwight Zook’s vision was to be a great concert pianist. His mentor and teacher was a famous German piano teacher in San Antonio. His brother Everett told me his story: “Just before World War I, Dwight went to work for I. D. Flores Drug Store, in Floresville. Once a week he would catch a train to San Antonio and take piano lessons from a great piano teacher whose name was something like Steinfelt. He made enough money working at the drug store to pay for those piano lessons. He was so good. He got better and better at it, too. Later on he left Floresville, and moved to Bandera, I always heard, to be near his piano teacher. Perhaps he lived in Bandera, and Dwight began giving piano lessons there, while continuing his studying under Steinfelt. Dwight had signed a contract to go on tour with a traveling Lyceum Group who came to Floresville once every three months and performed classical music. 

But then World War I started and Dwight went into the Army. He married Glayda Davenport of Bandera, when he came back from the service.  He had met Glayda before he went off to war. Glayda was a “change of life baby” probably because her mother was 43 and her father was 53, and her siblings were all much older when she was born. In the 1910 census in Bandera, she was eight years old and her widowed sister lived with them and she was 25. 

For some reason Dwight never played the piano again after he came back from the war. No ones why. He never told anyone. He decided instead to study law in San Antonio. He became a court clerk in a judge’s office while he was studying. 

I find a census for January 3, 1920, when Dwight is living in a boarding house in Medina County, Hondo, Texas. No wife or kids. 

Then guess what? I find another census for Medina County, Hondo, taken one week later on January 8th, where Dwight is living in another boarding house with his wife Glayda, whose age is listed as 17! And a baby Glayda Ellen, who was born on Dec. 4, 1919, in Bandera, was listed as one month old. Evidently Glayda had stayed behind with her parents, in Bandera to have the baby while Dwight went on to Hondo to his new job. A week later she comes to live with him with the baby, so he moves to another boarding house with them, consequently he is counted in the census twice!

I did find that Uncle Dwight died in 1940, at the age of 45, in Louisiana. Why did he die so young? And what is he doing in Louisiana? He is buried at Alexandria National Cemetery, LA. His was listed as Sgt. Co. G. 141st Texas US Army. Died on May 13, buried on May 15, 1940.  I think it is such a sad story.

Glayda Ellen would be our cousin. She was always called Little Glayda, I remember. I do vaguely remember seeing her at one of the Old Zook Reunions down on the River in the 1940’s. She was beautiful. 

Little Glayda died in San Luis Obispo CA on April 4, 1993, at the age of 74. She married Frank Nicholson at the age of 43, in 1963, in California, but must have divorced him soon after because she married Jesse Bentley in 1965. I wonder if that was the first time she got married. It may have been, because she is listed as Glayda Zook then. When she died she was still Glayda Bentley. Not sure if she was still married to him. I hope so. If I remember she seemed to have had a sad and troubled life, as I remember Mother and Daddy talking about her. They seemed to care about her a lot. 

Dwight Zook and Glayda (she was always referred to as Big Glayda) had a son named Herbert Davenport Zook, who was born May 31,1921. He would be my cousin. I have no idea where he was born. It was probably in Devine, where they were living in 1920. I found a record of a Herbert D. Zook born on Jan. 26, 1991 at the age of 70 in Gunnison Colorado. I think that was my cousin who later on was living in Nevada.

Herbert Davenport Zook enlisted in the army in June of 1940, in Bexar County Texas, and his birthday is listed as 1925. I wonder if this is my cousin, Herbert? It probably is, but the birth date is wrong! Because this kid would only be 15 if this is right!

Herbert Davenport Zook married Patricia Anna Dodd. Their son Herbert Dwight Zook was born in El Paso, Texas, Nov. 22, 1943. So they must have been stationed at Ft. Bliss then. I inherited all the letters written by Herbert Davenport Zook, to my Aunt Maurine, his aunt, during the late 1970s and 1980s. He was living in Nevada. She was living in Round Top, Texas. Both were retired, he was around 60 and she was in her 70’s. He was a very good letter writer and from what Aunt Maurine told me about his life, in his later years, lived alone, but drank too much. This was evident in his letters. I wish I could have known him. He sounds so interesting in the letters.

So, back to Floresville and Grandpa Samuel Zook after he moved his family to Wilson County. Grandpa Zook helped start a church in Floresville, which became the El Mesias United Methodist Church. He was their first pastor from 1916-1918.  His wife and kids went to the First Methodist Church in Floresville. There were no Brethren in Christ churches or congregations in Texas. 

Grandmother Zook founded the Zook Memorial Sunday School Class at the Methodist church around 1914. It was still a class up until a few years ago. I finally located Elizabeth “Lizzie” Zook’s picture, which hung in that class for years. It hangs in our dining room today. (See picture)

On Sunday, Sept. 26, 1999, El Mesias Methodist Church celebrated its 85th year as a Methodist Church. They honored the former pastors and the pastor who founded the church, Samuel Zook. 

This is what was said,  “Our present church was founded by Rev. S. H. Zook in 1914. At first it was a non-denominational church and any preacher regardless of denomination was welcome to preach. Mrs. Juanita Pacheco kept the keys to the church. As the worshipers increased in number, the Rev. Zook saw the need of annexation to a denomination. He set it up to a vote before the group, who unanimously chose to join the Methodist Church.”

After that picture was taken, Lizzie had three more children, Everett, born in 1908, and Ola Dee, born in 1909 and a baby Edna Belle born in 1912 and died when she was five months old. I remember Uncle Everett telling me about a baby sister that was very sick when they lived on the farm in Camp Ranch. The doctor had to come out and cross the river on a log to get to their house but the baby died anyway. He described her as a happy beautiful baby with blue eyes and curly hair. But he was only 4 years old. How did he remember that? Maybe his mother told him later on?
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Left; Dwight, Grandpa Zook, Warren, Grandma Zook, Martin.

Front: Daddy (Lawrence), Maurine (baby) - sitting on Grandma’s lap, and Gladys on her arm.

I think maybe Dwight and Martin came back home to live with them about then, where they had been living in Kansas with their grandparents, the Hoffmans. 

Then there is another picture that must have been taken about 1913 or ‘14, judging by the ages of the kids, with several friends and relatives of the family. Perhaps it was take in Texas, as Maurine says that one of the women in the picture is Mrs. L. B. Wiseman who is one of her mother’s best friends. I know the Wiseman family was from Floresville.  One of the men in the back row was a man called Onderdonk, who helped Grandpa Zook start the church in Floresville, which is now known as the El Mesias Methodist Church, on 2nd Street.
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Grandpa Zook is the man with the beard, and Grandma is next to him. Rev. Onderdonk is next to her and his wife is beside him. I think Mrs. Wiseman is the lady on the end. Front row is Warren, the Daddy, (Lawrence), Maurine, then Everett, Ola Dee, and Gladys. The other people are unknown. But what I can’t figure out is: where is Martin and Dwight in the picture?
So - Lawrence Zook, our father, graduated from Floresville probably in 1921. In a 1920 census, he is still at home in Floresville, age listed as 17, though it was in January, so he would be 18 in March.  He played football in Floresville and my favorite story is the one Uncle Everett told me about how mean and tough he was as a football player. In one game he tackled a player and while he had him down and under him, he tried his best to twist and break his leg, so the referee could not see him, and the referee caught him. It was unnecessary roughness and he was penalized. I think he was ejected from the game. O Daddy!

So, Rev. Zook was preaching and leading the Mexican Methodist church and Lizzie, his wife and all the children went to the First Methodist Church. Their parents were very strict and they had to go to church every Sunday. But Grandpa and Grandma Zook WENT to church with their children, they didn’t send them to church. Both were very involved in the Methodist Church.

Their son Dwight graduated from high school (I haven’t learned where, Kansas or Texas) and started working at I D. Flores Drug Store and studying piano in San Antonio. Then World War I came and Dwight enlisted, and eventually went to France. Martin, her oldest son did not go to war as he was in college. 

My Uncle Martin graduated from Floresville High School then went to college and graduated from a college in Louisiana, where he met his wife, who was a student there also. They married and moved to Memphis Tennessee. 

Lawrence (my Daddy) graduated from Floresville High in 1921, and went to Kansas State later that year, staying with an aunt and uncle (Daddy always talked about Uncle Noah, so I presume the stayed with them near Abilene where they lived in Dickinson County).  He only went one year, and then took off for California to seek his fortune around 1922. He lived and worked for another uncle there in his orchard.

The other children continued going to school in Floresville. No matter how bad times would get, no one dropped out of school! Remember Samuel Zook was very emphatic that his children get a good education? Then my daddy (Lawrence) got word a few years later, in 1924 that his mother (my grandmother) was dying of cancer of the brain, and he went back to Texas, and Floresville and the farm.  His mother’s death was hard for Lawrence and his siblings. He loved his mother very much.

My grandmother Lizzie died of brain cancer in 1924 at the age of 55. She only lived a few months after they discovered the tumor. This tragedy was instrumental, I believe, in scattering the whole Zook family forever. I think she was the glue that kept them together.

By then Martin and Dwight were married and had children. Warren 20, had graduated and living at home. Maurine was a senior at Floresville High School. Everett was a junior. Ola Dee was a sophomore. Gladys had graduated and was living in San Antonio. Lawrence was in California working for an uncle in his citrus orchards. 

After his mother died, Everett, Daddy’s brother, went to Kansas for the summer, then in the fall came back home and decided to move to San Antonio with his three sisters, who had all decided to leave home too - so his father rented a house for them, gave them some furniture and furnished a milk cow. Maurine had just graduated from Floresville about the time her mother died. 

Maurine was going to Westmoreland College that fall. That was her plan. I found letters where she was accepted there, and all Maurine’s teachers and friends wrote in her memory book, how glad they were that she was going to college at Westmoreland and how everyone expected her to graduate, and because she was so close to God, some expected her to be a missionary even.

Gladys was already graduated and was living in San Antonio working. Gladys and Maurine were both studying aerobic dancing at the Earl Cobb School of Dance, very famous back then, and they were also going to college. Ola Dee was going to be a junior in high school so she and Everett enrolled at the old Main Avenue High School. I guess they didn’t want to stay on the farm any more without their mother.  They all got part time jobs and were going to school. 

Grandpa Zook put his oldest daughter Ethel in the San Antonio State Hospital then. To me that was so sad. Ethel lost her mother, her sisters and brothers moved away, and she was left with only her father and brothers Warren and Lawrence, who still lived at home. Maybe she was happier up in San Antonio. I wonder if any of them ever came to see her after that. I think she died 20 years later. 

But then after six months, according to the story told me by Uncle Everett, when the bank cut off Grandpa Zook’s credit, he came and got the furniture and cow and could not pay the rent, so the girls fared the best they could, finding other places to live and Everett moved back to the farm. I guess that is when Aunt Marine dropped out of college and went to work.

But Everett hating farming, so he decided to hitchhike to Del Rio when he heard they were having lots of rain and there was a drought in Wilson County! He was very discouraged. Everything was drying up around Wilson County, so he left Floresville. He found a place to work and live and entered Del Rio High School in the fall, and played football there and graduated the next year. He did all this on his own with no help from his father. He married his high school sweetheart from Del Rio High, Alta Davis. He went to college and became a successful corporate attorney in Houston, Texas.

But as for the rest of his brothers and sisters still at home? Their life was never the same after their mother died either.  Except for our Daddy no one wanted to stay on the farm. But, Warren bought 100 acres from his daddy and he and his wife Zelma lived there down the road. That farm was on CR 144.

Lawrence stayed on at the farm with his father helping him farm the land, but then his father remarried a couple years later. The next year, 1928, Grandpa Zook died of prostate cancer. He was only 58. 

But then I found the death certificate for Grandpa Zook and it does not say anything about cancer. Uncle Everett was the one who told me he died of prostate cancer.
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Samuel and Lizzie Zook tombstone in the Floresville Cemetery

I found in the 1930 census that my daddy, Lawrence was living on the Zook farm in Camp Ranch alone. He is 28 years old. He is single. His brother Warren lives down the road, on his own farm, and is living with his first wife, Zelma. Warren is 26 and Zelma is 22. Daddy was very handsome and obviously had girl friends. This I surmised – from a memory album Aunt Maurine gave me long ago. She had this picture in it, taken about 1923-24. She also had one of Daddy and some girlfriend. 
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                     Lawrence Harold Zook circa 1923-24

Martin Zook, Daddy’s oldest brother, went to college at Louisiana State University and at Ruskin Cave College, Ten. He became a school principal at Lake Charles, La. where he married Grace Musser in 1920.   They moved to Germantown, Ten. next year. He was an elder in the Presbyterian Church and taught Sunday school and at one time directed the choir. Uncle Everett said Uncle Martin had a beautiful voice. He was a member of the Memphis Chamber of Commerce and became their Director of their Agricultural Department, starting in 1946. He held that office for many years.  

He died in his sleep of a heart attack at the age of 61. He had two sons  - Benjamin who worked for the State Department in Washington for many years and Morgan who became vice-president of a bank in Delray Beach, Florida. 

From what I remember Aunt Maurine telling me, about her life, she married the first time in San Antonio to a man much older almost 20 years older than her, but that marriage did not last long, I don’t think she told me the reason. Maybe he died. Gladys tried to follow her dream to be a famous dancer, but evidently the dream was lost somehow. How she and Maurine wound up in Brownsville Texas is a mystery. 

I know Gladys ran a kindergarten in Brownsville, and a dancing school in her beautiful spacious home. I don’t know how she afforded it. Maybe that business covered her expenses. I do know when I went to stay with her in 1937 in the fall, (or when she kidnapped me, that story is in my book) for 4 months, she had a boyfriend named Clarence and we used to go to Mexico with him to eat and to shop and maybe he was Catholic, because we went to the Catholic Church and I went to the Catholic Sunday School and to Mass with Aunt Gladys.  I think he went too. Ola Dee became very religious. She accepted the Catholic faith. 

I don’t remember if Maurine was in Brownsville then. But Maurine did meet Placide Lamberton and fell in love and they got married. They lived in Brownsville. He had diabetes and tuberculosis and as he got sicker Maurine nursed him at home until he died. He was the love of her life and she never got over him. He was young too, I think.

Aunt Gladys finally decided to become a Catholic nun. I wonder what happened to Clarence? I do remember Gladys as a strict, stoic woman, always serious, not smiling or laughing much. This was when I was young and living with her and even in later life. I really was scared of her a little. Even after she became a nun. Her friend who always came with her (they always had to have a fellow Sister to travel) and that Nun was always one of my favorite people. She was friendly, funny, always smiling and laughing.  
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The nuns would play baseball with us down on the river at the family reunions. That was fun and some of my favorite memories. I can still see in my mind the nuns holding up their skirts and running around the bases. 

My brother Bob says that because of the Zook Family reunions he learned to swim. A tradition was that at the end of the weekend on Sunday afternoon, all the men and boys would go to the San Antonio River and go skinny-dipping. If a kid could not swim they threw them in the middle of the deep water and told them to swim! One man was on one side of the river and one man on the other. You either swam or drowned. 

One year Bob was one of those boys. It was 4th of July weekend. It scared him to death. He made up his mind that he would learn to swim before the next reunion and so the rest of the summer, every chance he got he went to our tank and practiced swimming. The next year when they had the reunion, he was ready for them. He jumped in before they caught him and threw him in. Those Zook men were mean and tough weren’t they?

The first Zook reunions were started in the 1940’s. We were just young kids. We loved those weekends. It was the only time we really got to know and be with our aunts and uncles on Daddy’s side. To me they were strange interesting funny, and told great stories. They were so different from Mother’s family, the Goode family. The Zooks all had strong personalities and each one was very strong willed. All except Maurine who seemed quieter and sweeter and not so loud as her sisters Ola Dee and Gladys. who were a lot like their brothers. 
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Ola Dee, Warren, Gladys (Sister Agatha Linn), Everett, Lawrence, Maurine (as they were when they were children, Maurine always stood by her big brother, Lawrence in all the pictures. He was her protector)

They always seemed to be criticizing Maurine and getting onto her about something. Daddy’s favorite sister was Maurine. Everett told me that. He always protected her when she was a little girl. He looked after her. One time Grandpa Zook was whipping Maurine with his belt, and Daddy got so mad at him, he picked up a chair and hit his father over the head with it and smashed it to pieces. I am sure that went over big with his father. Grandpa probably beat Daddy then, but maybe he couldn’t catch him? Daddy could not stand to see Maurine be hurt. 

Ola Dee got married many times. She led an interesting life. I have written about her before. She was a brilliant smart woman and lived an adventurous life, even having a job once, flying around the USA in a plane making maps. She was a strong Republican and worked for the Republican Party in Houston. She was a delegate the Republican Convention one year. 

When I last saw her back when she was in her 70’s long ago, she was remodeling her own house in La Grange, doing all the carpentry work herself, tearing out walls and putting in new ones. She also raised bees and got honey by robbing the hives of the honey and selling it. She was a tough woman. 

Aunt Maurine once wrote me, “Uncle Ett and I live such a quiet unhurried pleasant existence here, almost makes me feel guilty. Ola is busy robbing bees in all this heat. Will you tell me what a 74 years-old-lady is doing out in 98 degree heat when she has plenty of money?”

Warren divorced Zelma and married Aunt Janie and she was a great woman. All my family liked Aunt Janie. She was a good friend and sister-in-law to Mother. They had one son, Gary, who is our cousin. He was very quiet …maybe he was shy. He was not close to us, even though his Mother and Father were. Everett and Alta had one son, George who was born the year I was. He was always a very aloof boy and we cousins from the Lawerence Zook family never got to know him either. I tried to contact him a few years ago; he lives in Alpine. I found his email address and wrote him. But he never acknowledged getting my email. Maybe he never got it. Maybe I will try to call him one day.

 We never did know or meet Martin’s sons, our cousins Morgan and Benjamin, I did correspond and talk on the phone a few times with Morgan back about 15 years ago. He contacted me because of Maurine who had been in contact with him for years. And he wanted to know more about his family in Texas, which he said his father never talked about. I think it was because Martin was so much older than all the rest of his brothers and sisters, and being apart from them, were never close. And he was much older also. He was busy with his own life, his family, and his work and his parents, and our grandparents died so young, and the kids all scattered then. It is easy to lose contact with your siblings when you have no home base to go back to. 

But then I lost contact with Morgan. When I tried to call him last time, his phone had been disconnected. I had the feeling the last time I talked to him, that he had Alzheimers. By the way he was talking. Little did I know that several years later, my husband would have the same thing happen. Morgan sent me pictures of his family and his grandkids and also some clippings about his father, Uncle Martin. These are in my Zook Family Scrap Book. My cousin, Morgan seemed like a really nice man. I wish I could have gotten to know him better. I have never talked to Benjamin. 

Benjamin Zook, Martin’s son, worked for the State Dept. I found out he served in the army during World War II. 

The picture is his grave in Virginia.
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So that is the story of Samuel and Lizzie Zook and their children.

They are all deceased now. 

Ethel died in San Antonio at the State Hospital in 1946, age 46

Martin died in Memphis Tn, of heart attack, 1954, age 62

Dwight died in Louisiana, 1940 (unknown cause of death) age 45

Gladys died of cancer in San Antonio in             . 

Lawrence died of cancer in San Antonio in 1984 at the age of 82

Maurine died of lung disease in 1988, in Round Top, age 79

Everett died of heart attack in 1988 in Round Top, age 80

Ola Dee died in Floresville in 2004 at the age of 95

Warren died in Floresville in 2003 at the age of 99

Not many Zooks left to carry on the Zook name for Samuel and Lizzie Zook. 

I hope you enjoyed reading about your Zook heritage. I enjoyed trying to piece the puzzles together. Some of the pieces are still missing so if any one can fill in those pieces please let me know. Or if anyone has any stories to add to this, please do so. I have quite a few more that I have written in my columns through the years. I may put them in a book some day.  

Lois Zook Wauson

My address is 109 Crestway, Floresville, Texas 78114

My e-mail address is loiswauson@yahoo.com

